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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Oflloial Report of the Fourteenth teesion.) 

Voliifiie LXIII— No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, (’ulcutta, on Thursday, the 
24th September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashkmy) in the Chair, 8 
Hon’ble Ministers and 171 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 


Shortage of essential oommoditiee in Bengal. 


*48l Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and I^Abour Department aware of an acute shortage 
of the following essential commodities and foodstuffs; — 

(t) rice. 

(li) kerosene oil, 

(Hi) sugar, 

(tr)«Balt, and 
(-ri matches, 

particularly in the metropolis of Calcutta, and generally in the districts of 
Bengal ? 

, (b) If so, what steps have the Government taken to remove the distress 

caused by the shortage? 


• Mrs. HASINA MURtHED (on liahalf of tha Hon’blt Nawah Kharaja 
MabBNillah Bahadur, of Dacca, Ministar in charga of tha Oommaroa and 

Labour Dapartmant): (a) In the case of kerosene oil, sugar and matches — 
Yes. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[24th Sbpt., 


(b) In the oaee of kerosene oil more effective schemes of distribution are 
being worked out in consultation ^th the trade. In the case of sugar 
attempts are being made to overcome difficulties of transport which are the 
cause of shortage. The match position cannot be said to be causing distress, 
but the Department has been in close touch with the trade to help remove 
difficulties of supply and distribution. 

Ml's MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state what are the effective scheme'^ for distribution of kerosene 
oil that are being worked out P 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: In this connection 1 may, with the 
permission of the House, explain the position regarding the supplievS of 
essential commodities briefly. The position is this: With regard to rice, 
there is an impression, though not well founded, that there is a shortage of 
rice. As u result, the controlled prices could not be maintained. Facilities, 
liowever, for moving all varieties of rice by arranging priority of wagons 
are being freely given. Coarse and medium rice are ladiig supplied by 
(Government to (id selected shops in Calcutta and thest> ^hops arc sidling nearly 
2,500 maunds of (Government rice per day This has considerably relieved 
the situation. 

With regard to kerosene oil, its sujiply has been reduced by 50 jier cent., 
owing to the present war situation. On the other hand, the usual consumption 
in connection with the essential public institutions and offices, such as 
(Government Treasuries and A. 1C P., etc., has to be maintained. The 
public are therefore getting less than 50 per cent, of their normal supply. 
With a view to meeting the situation, a scheme has been brought into 
operation by which an approved list of agents and sub-agents is maintained 
by the district officers and by the Director of Civil Supplies. (Quotas are 
fixed for each of the agents and sub-agents. Heturus are submitted every 
month in respect of the sale. Supplies to the consumers are rationed, and 
dishonest dealers are black-listed. 

With regard to sugar, its supply has unfortunately suffered as a result 
of sabotage in North Bihar in which the mills allotted to Bengal by the ' 
Government of India are situated. Government have arranged for 2,800 
tons of sugar. Arrangements are Wing made for priority of wagons. After 
consulting the trade representatives, orders have recently been issiv^ Vor the 
distribution of 60 per cent, of imported sugar and 50 per cent, of sugar in 
the lV*ngal mills through agencies to be approved by local Controllers of 
(hvil Supplies, but no supplies will be made to the individual consumer. It 
is hoped that these measures will ease the situation. 

With regard to salt, the stock in Calcutta is nearly ade(juate for tw<P« 
months for IVngal and As.Ham. 

Khan BAklacIlir MOHAMMED AL|: Will the Parliamentary Secr^ia^ 
please state if she is aware of the fa<‘t that by the removal of contror*1l^ 
lugar, u huge (|uautity of sugar has gone underground with the resiilt that 
the prices of sugar are now ranging between annas 12 and Re. 1 ? . % 
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Mrs. HAtINA IHiRAHED: That is a fact, but at the present moment 
Government consider it inexpedient to interfere in this matter. 

Kliaii Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, may we 
presnmA. from the answer of the Parliamentary Secretary that there is 
suiiicient quantity of rice for the whole Province of Beng^alF 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: In the opinion of Government it is so. 
Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 

be pleased to state the reasons tor which (lovernioent withdrew the control 
order in respect of .su^»-ar?' 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: There is no control over sup:ar. It is 
heiiipr sold at controlled price. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. my (jucstion has not been 

answered I wanted t(» know why tln‘ contrcd on siif^ar has been withdrawn. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: She has said that control has not been 
withdrawn. Is that the an'^wer^ 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: 1 “rues liave bpcu tontiollcd. 

Mr. 8YED ABOUL MAJID: Sir, the question which my honourable 
friend Khan Bahadnr Mohammed Ali put was whether there was sufiicient 
stock at present in Calcutta!'' 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: There is not sufficient sto<-k of sugar at 
the present moment. Arrangements are being made by Government for 
making the supply adequate. In this connection may I say something about 
profiteering in sugar H Even if it is true that jirofiteering is being carried 
on to a certain extent in respect of the prite of sugar, if Government take 
penal measurf^s at the present moment, it will have the effect of driving the 
present supply underground with the result that there will he total want of 
sugar.^ Awrangeroents have, how'ever, been made by Government for the 
supply of sugar not only from the mills in Bengal but, with the permission 
of the Government of India, f^’om South Bihar. As soon as transport 
arrangements have been made ready, we shall have an adequate supply of 
sugar. It will then be possible to take adequate measures against 
girofiteering. 

Ktiail Bahailur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
P^iamentary Secretary read out a utatement in wdiich she has explained 
<£ie present position. As it has not l>een heard by the members, I would 
request her to repeat the statement. 
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Mr* DiRUTY SPEAKER: If she reads out statenient again, I hope 
that will satisfy the members. 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: Sir, with regard to rice, there is an 
impression though not well founded that there is a shortage and asrf^ result 
the controlled prices could not be maintained. Facilities, however, ^ for 
moving all varieties of rice by arranging priority of wagons are being freely 
given. Coarse and medium rice are being supplied by Government to 64 
selected shops in Calcutta and these shops are selling nearly 2,500 maunds of 
Government rice per day. This has considerably relieved the situation as 
regards rice. 

With regard to kerosene oil, the supply of kerosene oil has been reduced 
by 50 per cent, owing to the present war situation. On the other hand, the 
usual consumption in connection with the essential public institutions and 
offices, such as Government treasuries and A.K.P., etc., has to be maintained. 
The public are therefore getting less than 50 per cent, of their normal 
supplies. With a view to meeting the situation, a scheme has been brought 
into operation by which an approved list of agents and sub-agents is main- 
tained by the district officers and by the Director of Civil Supplies. Quotas 
are fixed for ea<*h of the agents and sub-agents and returns are submitted 
every month in respect of the sale. Supplies to the consumers are rationed. 
Dishonest dealers are black-listed. 

With regard to sugar, its supply has unfortunately fallen as a result of 
sabotage in North Bihar in which the mills allotted to Bengal by the 
Government of India are situated. Government have arranged for 2,800 
tons of sugar and arrangements ore being made for the priority of w^agons. 
After consulting the trade representatives orders have recently been issued 
for the distribution of 50 per cent, of imported sugar and 50 per cent, of 
sugar in the Bengal mills through agencies to be approved by the local 
Controller of Civil Supplies, but no supplies will be made to individual 
consumers. It is hoped that these measures w'ill ease the situation. 

As regards salt, the stock in Calcutta is nearly adequate for two months 
for Bengal and Assam. 

Khan Rthadur Maulvi AULAD HOS8AIN KHAN: Is the Parliamentary 
Seciretary aware that there is a panic throughout the Province for the 
shortage of rice? 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: I am not aware of it. 

• 

Mr** A8DULLA*AL MAHMOOD: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware 
that on account of the acute shortage of rice and paddy in Serajganj, th^ 
Subdivisional Officer, Serajganj, approac*hed the Government through the 
IKstrict Magistrate, Pabna, for opening a centre of paddy and rice at 
Serajganj ? « * 


mn. HASINA MURSHED: I am not aware of it. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Parliftm«ntary Secretary be 
pleased to state if she is aware that owing to the withdrawal of the control 
jver sugar, its price has gone so high that the poor Muslims cannot afford 
to buy sugar in the month of Ramzan P 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: I have already explained the position. 


Mailivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: AVill the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether Government have made any arrangements, as they 
have made in Calcutta by opening 64 sliops, for distribution of rice in the 
mufassal areas where there is shortage of riceP 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: As far as {wssible, arrangements have been 
made for removing the shortage of rice in all parta of llengal. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. My question is 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: AVill the Parliamentary Secretary kindly enlighten 
us regarding the 2,800 tons of sugar? Are they coming into ('alcutta or 
are they for consumption in the Province os a whole? 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: This sugar will be available for the whole 
Province, 


Mr. I. A. CLARK: How long will it lost? (Laughter.) 

(No reply.) 

Mtutvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware 
that in view of the holy R^nuan the consumption of kerosene oil is much 
more necessary than in any other month, and in view of that fact will she be 
pleased to state whether Government have made any arrangement for supply- 
ing more kerosene oil to the Muslims at least for the month of this holy 
Ramzan ? 


Mas. );IA8IHA MUR8HED: I have already said that Government are 
making all arrangements that are possible for removing the shortage. 

• 

Khtn Bahailur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Parliamentary Secretary 
mentioned in her statement in reply to a supplementary question that Gov- 
aemment have arranged for the priority of wagons. A\ ill she be pleased to 
state if there is any Committee for the award of the priority and if the priority 
is being arranged only for the metropolis of Calcutta or it is being done on 
fc^stematic basis for the whole of tjie Province? 


Jirt. HA8INA MUR8HED: I am not aware. 
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Khan iahwhir MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. I wanted to know whether the priority is being arranged for 
bringing in wagons of supplies to Calcutta or it is being arranged on a 
eystematir basis for the whole of Bengal. 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: For the whole of Bengal. 

Mfa MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware 
that the District Magistrate of Mymensingh repeatedly pressed the Deputy 
Commissioner of Kamnip and Goalpara for allowing ri(’e and paddy to the 
district of Mymensingh 

MrSt HA8INA MUR8HED: 1 am not aware of tliis. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is tlie Pnrliamcntniy Secretary aware 
that in the subdivision (»f Ooalundo tliere bus been a failure tn/s crop on 
account of drou;.{ht and that in the mulassai areas rice is not available for 
purchu.s(‘ at ally 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: I am iMit aware of it. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will tlie I’ailia meiilary Secretary be 
pleased to state if the (ioveniment is (‘onsid(*ring the desirability of making 
a communication with the (lovernment ot Assam to withdraw the restriction 
on rice and paddy P 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: This is a mutter tor I'onsideration. 

(Mr. Deputy Sjieuker culled the next question.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it is a ver> important question. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: You agreed that after the statement was 
reail, you would not put any supplementary questions. 

((Pries of “.No, no,”) 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: All right, I will allow one moretqifbstion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Parliamentary Secretary said 
that 2,801) tons of sugar have been arranged for supply in (Calcutta and in< 
reply to a supplementary question put by the Eumpean Group she said that 
it was meant for the whole Province. We want to know from the Parlia^ 
mentary Secretary how' long this 2,800 tons of sugar will last and whether 
arrangements have been made to ensure further supply F 

« 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Further arrangements will again be made 
when that supply will be exhausted. 
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Parsontl AssistAiit to ttio InipootoMtOiiiral of Pritont. 

•80. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: {a) Will the Hon*hle Minister 
IB charg^f the Home Department be pleased to state— 

it) who is the present Personal Assistant to the Inspector-Deneral of 
Prisons; 

(?i) how long he has been holding this ]>osl us Personal Assistant ; 

(lit) what post he held before his appointment ; 

(i?') when he is due to retire; 

(r) whether any extension has Iwen grunted to him; if so, on what 
ground ; 

(r/) whether the (jlovernment contemplate grai»ting him any further 
extension ; 

(r//) whether any Minlim hud ever been pennanently appointeil to this 
|M)st since its cuMtion, and 

(r///) whether the (i()\(‘rnment are considering tiie d(‘sirul)ility of appoint- 
ing an\ Muslim to this post ^ 

(/j) Will the Hon’ hie Minister l)e pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showin"^ — 

(?) the present numl>er of gazetted (dliccrs in the .hiil l)(‘partment ; and 

(ti) the number of them that are Muslim? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (//) (/) Maulvi Ali Hafez, m.a. Ihoinunent 
Persomil Assistant. R^ii Jnanendru (’handra (luha Halnuhir has g<»ne on 
leave preparatoiy to retirement. 

(ii) Rai J. (^ Guha Bahadur has been holding the ix)8t since the 3rd July, 
1920. 

(ut) He held the post of Travelling Auditor in the office of the Inspector- 
General of Prisons. 

(ivj He was due to retire on the 16th September, 1941. 

(t?) He has been granted extensions for difficulty in selecting his successor. 

(ri) Does not arise. 

(vit) and (riii) The honourable member is referred to answer (a) (i) 
aCk>Te. 

{b)(i) 46and{«)ll. 

Mculwi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (n), will the 
^jTbn’ble Minister be pleased to state #hat was the practical or other difficulty 
that Governmenf exj)erienced in selecting a successor to Rai J. C. Guha 
Bahadur F 
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TIm HOR*bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some difficulty in selecting a 
successor was felt by my predecessor, Sir Nazimuddin, and I got over the 
difficulty by appointing Maulvi Ali Hafez. 

Mailivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister Be pleased 
to state whether an attempt was made for the selection of a successor t<f Rai 
J. C. Guha Bahadur when they had sufficient time at their disposal before 
his retirement!' 

Tha HOffl’M^ Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir Nazimuddin may clarify the 
position. I dare say that he was averse to find a suitable candidate. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (h), where 
it is stated that out of gazetted officrers in the Jail Department 11 are 
Muslims, will the Ifon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether Government 
consider the desirability of redressing the grievances of the Muslims? 

Th« Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. I understand the 
necessity, and we are doing our best in tlie matter. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdlD: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state who was the authority to appoint the Personal Assistant — the Mon'ble 
Minister in charge or the In.spector-General of Prisons? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, the Inspector- 
General of Prisons. But in this case the Inspector-General of Prisons 
suggested somebody other than Maulvi Ali Hafez. I selected Maulvi Ali 
Hafez. There lieing difference of opinion between us, the matter went up to 
the Public Service Commission and they recommended somebody else. I 
again pressed the case of Maulvi Ali Hafez who seemed to me to be the 
best candidate. On the recommendation of the Public Service Commission 
I appointed Maulvi Ali Hafez. 

Mr. ABUL H0S8AIN AHMED: With reference to answer (n) where 
it is stated “does not arise,” will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
how it does not arise? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please put a separate question ii you want. 

(No question was put.) 


Off-d«y for Jail Wardm. 

*51. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a faej^ 

(t) that Indian Jail Warders do not get an off-day in a week; and 
(n) that the European Warders get it? 
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If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) Tes. 

(ii) Ko. 

(6) Financial stringency due to the war stood in the way of the concession 
being granted. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answ'er (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased state whether tiimncial stringency due to the 
war Las stood in the way of fat salaries being given to tjie Inspector-General 
of Prisons and tlie Jail Superintendents? 


The Mon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Apparently it has not. They 
are getting their salaries in spite of the war. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is u fact tliat the jail warders are the most hard-worked 
people in the public services? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 entirel> agree, and it would 
be a strong claim on their part to get an off-day leave. We will make an 
attempt to give them such leave. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a lact that for want of proper rest the efficiency of the 
work suffers? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a matter of opinion. 
Apparently that is so. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawera to ¥rliich were laid on the table) 

Traaitinont of toourity prisoner 8J. 8etiab Otiendra Chtfcravtrty. 

» 

. 27. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI; (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Mibiater in charge of the Home Dejjartment be pleaaed to state — 

(t) the present condition of health of the security prisoner Sreejut Satish 
• Chandra Ohakravarty; and 

(it) whether the aforesaid security prisoner was examined by the — 

(1) Civil Surgeon of Midnapore, and 

(2) Medical Officer of the Hijli Special Jail? 
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(6) If ih» aatwer to (a) (u) if in tlie afirmatiTa, will iha Hon'bla Miniitar 
ba pleasad to state tha rasult tharaoff 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bow long Sreejnt Satiib 
Cbandra Chakra varty is suffering Imb ailmenta? 

(d) Is it a fact — ^ ^ 

(i) that he is confined to bad; and 

(n) that paralysis is fast dereloping in his left side? 

(s) ‘Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether he haa applied 
to the GoYemment — 

(t) for his transfer to a better climate ; and 

(it) for Kaviraji treatment? 

(/) If sOy what action have the Government taken on his petition? 

Tlie Hofl’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (t) He was feeling heavineea 
in the left lower limb and getting volitional tremor in the left upper 
extremity. He has considerably improved under the treatment of Eaviraj 
Nttlini lUnjun Sen, Principal, Astanga Ayurved College, and can now 
expect com[)lete recovery. 

(u) Yes. 

(h) His case has been diagnosed as one of disseminate Sclerosis and 
Varicose veins of the left leg. 

(c) lie has l)eeu suffering for a long time past. The exact date of com- 
mencement of the ailments is not known. 

(d) ({) No. TTe can move alnnit with the helj> of a sti( k. 

(li) No. 

(e) He has applied for transfer to Calcutta lor electric treatment or some- 
where else for Kaviraji treatment. 

(/) He has been granted long leave for undergoing Ayurvedic treatment 
and that still continues. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (/), will 
the llorrble Minister be pleased to state whether the security prisoner is now 
outside the jail? 


Th6 Hofi*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not uwair. i wmui 
notice. 


Priot oofitrol policy. 

2S. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a) Will the HoiPble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to stpte 
whether any Advisory Committee for controlling the prices of commodities 
has been formed? 
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(fr) If ike answer to (a) ia in ike affirmative, will tke Hon'ble Minister 
be i^MMed to state tke number of meetings keld since its lorpiation ? 

mn. HA8INA MURtHED: (a) Tea. 

(6) ^ght. 

tChan E ahad yr MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
be pleased to state the names and functions of the Advisory Committee 
appointed for the purpose of controlling price of commodities? 

Mrs, HA8INA MURtHED: I am in a position to give the names of 
the persons forming the Committee. They are as follows : — 

(1) Captain N. N. Dutt, m.b. 

(2) Mr. H. D. Townend. 

(3) Mr. D. P. Khaitan. 

(4) Mr. E. S. Abdul Kader. 

(5) Mr. Ananda Mohan Podder. 

(G) Dr. li. E. Napier. 

(7) Mr. A. K. Malik. 

(8) Mr. Abdur Hahman Siddiqi, m.l.a. 

(9) Professor P. C\ Mohalanabis. 

(10) Dr. Ilarcndra Lai De. 

(11) Mr. Mohammed Mohsin Khan. 

(12) Mi. a H. Llliol L(»<kharl. 

( LL Khan Bahadur M. A. Moinen, (M.k. 

(14) Babii Mukuiida Lai (dicnj)al. 

(L^)) Mr. K. A. Haiuiltoii, xt.i.. \. 

(10) Mr. KaiiiiiJith Bliagaria. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the i’arliaincutary Secretary be 
ple.iised to hUite \shetli(*r tliey have been able to fio any .Hnlisfaclorv work 
worth the name? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: That i.M a matter of opinion. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS; Will the !*ai liamenlury 
Secretary be pleased to state why no Srhedul€»<l Ca^te member has been taken 
•in^the said Committee? 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: I am not in a position to give that infor- 
mation. If notice is given, information may be made available. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary be pleased to state whether Government is considering the desir- 
ability of a Scheduled Caste member being taken on the Committee at oncef 
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Mfli HAilMA MUIliHCDl It ia for the Hon’ble Minister concerned to 
consider the desirability of including a member from the Scheduled Caste. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
be pleased to state what are the duties and functions of this TA-dvisory 
Committee ? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Obviously the duty of this Committee is 
to tender expert advice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether any machinery has been set up in Bengal with a 
view to tackling the problem of supplying commodities? 

Mra. HA8INA MUR8HED: Yes. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
are mandatory to Government? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Will the honourable member please repeat 
his question? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state what is the latest recommendation of this Advisory 
Committee? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: The recommendations of the Board are 
embodied in the proceedings of the ('oramittee. These recommendations 
have been acted upon by the department in fixing and revising prices of 
various commodities and in issuing instructions to the District Officers and 
in general in formulating schemes of policy. 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAHMOOD: On a point of order, Sir. I put a 
question to the Parliamentary Secretary asking her to state the specific duties 
and functions of the Advisory (\)mmittee, and the answer was — “To tender 
advice.” But, Sir, I want to know to whom to tender advice — to the Govern- 
ment, or to the merchant, or the dealer, to the public or 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: 1 am afraid that is no point of order. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the ParliamenUry Secretary be 
pleased to state if there was any meeting of the precious Advisory Committee 
held? 

Mrs. HA8HINA MUR8HE0: Yes, there were eight meetings held. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Who are the members of thv 
Advisory Committee? 


Mra. HABNINA MUR8HEO: I have already answered that question. 
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COVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration, was put and a division called. 

(While the Division bell was ringing, Mr. Shaliabuddin raised the follow- 
ing point of order.) ' 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINl On a point of order, Sir. I submit that the 
Hon’ble Minister for Education never moved bis motion for consideration of 
the Bill on which we are now going to record our votes. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, he did. After he had moved the motion 
for the introduction of the Bill, he moved also the motion for its considera- 
tion after which Mr. Shaliabuddin moved his motion for reference to Select 
Committee. 


Mr. K. 8HAHABU0DIN: I am sorry. Sir. 


AYEi~-74. 


AM«I Wiliak KkM. Mr. 

AM«I Waliti, MmIvI. 

AM«r auMk. Mftslvl. 

Ak« ••rkar. UMltL 

Ak«l rail, Mr. M. 

Aakarjrjra OkaaSkary, Makaraja tMkl Kaata, af 
Maktagacka, MyaMaiia|k. 

AkaM Ati laayttsarl, Kkaa takaiar Haalaaa. 
Aawaral Aiiai, Kkaa OakaSar M. 

^AalaiaMia AkaMk, Hr. 

^kar Ail. HaahrL 
■airaMaJa. Mr. lyaC 
taaarlaa, tka Naa'kia Hr. Praaiatka Halk. 

■araia, Mr. FaapaJIt 
■arma. Oaka Ikyaaa Praaai. 

■anaaa, tka Naalrtt Hr. Kfapera Halk. 

Han. tka llaa*ila Mr. laalaMi Kaanr. 

•kaarailk. Hr. HakMa kkaatfra. 


Hlark, Hr. I. A. 


raiial Na«. tka Haa*Ma Hr. A. K. 

HMM. Ur- Atal Krlskaa. 

•laMag, Hr. H.. e.!.!. 

Halaai Kakkaat AkaaiaMtf. HaaM. 

"A i h Hi i . Mr.e. 

Haraag. Mr. H aH kar Mafk. 

MaHma AH Kkaa, tka Maa*Ma Kkaa takaiar HaaNl. 
MaHaa H a ri k a i . Hra., H4I.I. 


HaHga.Hr.|l.K. 

Wk Akaiai Hla. Maahri 
KAMraikia Kkaa, Kkaa taka ia r 


Kaaiar, Hr. Alai OkaairA 
iaklrl, taka Aikatatk. 

HtPkartaa, Hr. t. P. 

Hajl, Mr. Aiaafta KaaMMr. 

Malaaiiar, Mrt. NaaipravA 
Maairaaiaataa Maaiakail, Haalaaa Hi. 


Hakila All, Hr. Mi. 

Haakarjaa, tka Naa'kia Or. lyaaiapraMH. 
Marfaa, Hr. t.. O.I.K. 

HaHaai All Mallak, HaaM M. 

HaMaiaMi Na«, Haalal Mi. 

Hakaaiaiai Afial, Kkaa takaiar Haalal tyii. 
Hakaaiawi Ikraklai, Haalai. 

Hifcarlaa, Hr. Tarakaatk, H. 1. 1. 

Haakarrat M at i p la , taarak. {(kaa tsHaiar. 
PraaMa|li,4in MaMarak. • ‘ 

Pataall. Hr. i. A. 

KaMat, Hr. rrpfaaaa 9#. 
taai U ai i H»Akkiia, Hr.*' 

Hay, Mr. ikara ikaaifA 
Hay, Hr. PsHraia. 

•aiaraiila AkaNi, Hr. 

•airaiila AkaMi, Na|l. 

•aa. Hr#iUa< i|ani r y*^ 

•aa, Mr. tkkaairs Halk. 

•aa, lajaak Okaaira, Hal ta kaia r . 


mm m rn^ AkaMAIka NmHU Hr. 
•tifkA ftaki KakUra Mk. 

•Iriar, taka UMa Haaia. 

Mark, Hr. A. P. 

TaM Akikti t k aai kar y, HaaM HkA 
WHiar HitMk, Hiaiif. 

Walkar, Mr. i. 1. 

yaa«f w 

laaMMi, Hr. A. H. A. 
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AMU Natl, Mr. Him. 

AMal Mafcin Vlkraaiparf, Maalvl M. 

AMaf KArtal, «r, . 

AM«f UtH limiM. Mavivf. 

AMal MajM, Mr. lyM (NaakkaU). 

AMal MaiaM Malik* Mr. 

AMatla.al Makaiaaa, Mr. 

AMtr Rafcaiaa* Kkaa lakaiar A. f, M. 
AMar Aakaiaa IhMial, Mr. 

AMar KaMkM MakaMak, Mr. 

AMM fkakaai, MaMaU 
Akal Natkiai. Maalal. 

Akal Haaala AkaMi, Mr. 

Akal Matai* KaiL 
AkaMd All MfMka. Maalfl. 

AkBMtf Natafa, Mr. 

Aalal Naaiala Kkaa, Kkaa laka t ar Maahrf. 
Parkak Kaia Okavikary. Mr. M. 


rarkai taaa Kkaaaai, tagaai. 

Pailar KakaNMij, Mr. (Oaata). 

MataaM la tkaaikary, MaaML 
HaaMaMhi Akaual, Kkaa takM. 

MaiaMla Akaraa, Kkaa lakM MaaMaa 
MaalraMla AkkaaA, MaaM. 

MakaaiaMi AH. Kkaa Kakaiar. 

Makaaiaiai IsraH, Maahrl. 

MakaaiaMk iMMaaa. Kkaa Kakaiar Dr. tyai. 
NaMAiNak. Miaiaktaka K. 

Waa lai a Mla, Kk«a|a Sir. K.k.lJE. 

Naaraaiia. Mr. K. 
laliai. Mr. S. A. 

•■rajal Maai, Mr. 

I ka k ak aiM, Mr. KMaaK D>>DJI. 

•akravarty. Mr. H. 1. 

TaailaaMia Kkaa, Mr. 

Vaaal AM Okaakkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 74 and the Noes *36, the motion was carried. 


Point of Priviloio. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of privilege, Sir. I am very 
aorry I was slightly late and therefore immediately after question hour I 
could not raise this question of privilege. Sir, it is a very important point, 
and I am certain that there is no one more anxious than yourself to protect 
the rights and privileges of the members, and I crave your indulgence to 
allow me to submit it before you and the House as also to allow other mem- 
bers to place their points of view on this question. We submit. Sir, it ia a 
serious breach of the privilege of the members and this matter has got to 
be considered and your ruling should be given on the point. 

Sir, yesterday the Hon'ble the Leader of the Opposition placed before ths 
House a dooumant which was {Murported to have been printed in the Govens- 
ment Press at Government expense and signed by the Chief Minister of the 
Province and tha titla of the pamphlet 

Mr. tIKPUTY IMAlCIfti That I have seen. WWt i. jtms poiatf 

Mr. K. IHAHAkUOMNt As I aaid it is a very iniportaMt peust af 

privilege, and I hope ypu will give me time to place it before you. ^ submiti 
Sir, it is a very serious breach the privilege of the members. ' 

Mr. DEPUTY mAKCfl: Let me understand your point. ‘ Where is 
the breach of tha privilege P 

Mr. K. tHAMAtUODIIIS Unless and until 1 describe the doonmafct 
how can I make my point clear P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS That I cannot allow you to do. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINl I am describing as to what is the document. 
Unless I do so— 
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deputy speaker. Mr. Shahabuddin, if you have got auythiul^ 
to say, I think you will be better advised to see me in my chamber. I cannot 
allow you to make a speech on that subject. The matter was disousaed in 
the House yesterday, and I gave my ruling on the point. If you tell me 
straighWVay what is the breach of the privilege of the members of the House 
I can decide it here and now, but you are now reading the doouittenh«|rhioh 
I cannot allow you to do. 

Mr. K. SHAHAEUDDIN: Sir, with due deference to you, I submit 
that I was not referring to the document. What I was telling, Sir, wh^i 
I was stopped was that a document which has been prepared at Government 
expense, signed by the Chief Minister and dealing with a subject which was 
coming up before the House was circulated to a certain section of the mem- 
bers and not circulated to all the members. In this connection 1 may point 
out, as was said yesterday, that the Hon’ble (^hief Minister was seen coming 
with a bundle of these in his hand and distributing to the member of the 
House. There has been a precedent, and it w’as pointed out some time ago 
by the members of the then Opposition that it w’as u breach of privilege 
committed by the former Government in bringing oflicial documents in the 
House and then circulating them to one vsection of the House and not to all 
and thereby depriving them of the documents. That is my point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr, Shahabuddin, the procedure and 
practice of the House is this. If any point of privilege is to he raised, it 
should be raised just after the question hour. You have not done that. 1 
will give you this privilege that tomorniw just after question hour you raise 
this point, and I will give my ruling tomorrow. 


Tilt Dtiiial (Rural) Primary ESuaation (AmaMlmaiit) Dilip 1S41. 

Clause 1, 

Tim HoiPDIf Khan iatiadur M. ADDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to 
that in olauee 1, in line 2, for the figure “lS4r* ihe figiire **1942*' bt 
•ubetitnted. 

The motion waa then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1 as amended stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Israil, motions Noe. 9 and 10 and 11-13 
are identical motions. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: No, Sir, there is some slight difference. 
^Nos. 9 and 10 contemplate that the eh tire sub-clause 2 (/) be omitted. In 
this sub-clause there are two things — one is that in place of five members 
Qoverammit want to substitute seven; another is that **of whom two shall 
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“be women.” TheHe are the two amendments coritemplated by 2(/) (a) and 
2(i) (5). Now, 80 far as motions Nos. 9 and 10 are concerned, they con- 
template the deletion of the entire clause, and so far as Nos. 11-13 are con- 
cerned they contemplate the deletion of clause 2 (7) (a) only. 


DEPUTY SPEAKER* Yes, I follow. Mr. Hafi 2 , you move youi 

motion. 

Mflulvi MUHAMMAD .ISRAILs Sir, there will be difficulty at the time 
bf voting 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will put it separately at the time of voting. 

Mr« MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that clause 2 (I) be 
opaitted. 

Sir, in the original Act there was a provision of sixteen members 
altogether of the Primary Education Committee, of whom five were nomi- 
nated, but by the present amendment the number of members is sought to 
be increased to eighteen of whom seven will be nominated. The addition of 
two members both of whom will be women, is sought to be justified in the 
interest of education. One of them will be a Caste Hindu and the other will 
be a Muslim. In that case, I beg to submit, Sir, that the grievance of the 
Scheduled Castes will remain, because they cannot get any chance in this 
Committee. 

Secondly, Sir, two more seats are to be increased by nomination. Now, 
Sir, the party now supporting the (iovernment who formerly occupied the 
Opposition benches consisting of members of the Forward Bloc and the 
Krishak-Proja Party vehemently opposed the print iple of nomination at that 
time. ‘ At present as they are sUpperting the Government thej have taken 
quite the opposite view and that is very strange indeed. 

Then, Sir, in the original Act there was no provision of the Chairman to 
be appointed Ijy the Governmeiit a# well as* the Secretary of the Central 
'‘Primary E<lucation Committee, but now by the present amendment it is being 
done otherwise. In the original Act it was within the power of the Com- 
mittee who could have elected their Chairman as well us the Secretary, but 
,now by the present amendment Government is going to appoint^ tht Chair- 
man as well as the Secretary of the Primary Education Commiteee thereby 
curtailing the power of the members of the Committee. This will have the 
effect of changing the principle of the Primary Education Act. 

On these grounds, Sir, 1 move this motion and commend it for *the 
acceptance of the House. * 


Maillvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 2 (i) (a) 
be omitted. « « 

Sir, if we refer to the Council Prooeedings of 1930 when the Primary 
Education Act was passed, we shall find that the following motion called 
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bttt not moved. When this Bill was taken up, the Caste Hindus took up 
an attitude that they would not allow the motion to be carried. So, it was 
put in spite of their objection and they then staged a walkout. This is the 
observation of the President: “The House will remember that when I first 
placed Iscfore it the motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy regarding reference of 
the jPill to a Select Committee, I gave honourable members to understand 
that I would divide the motion into two parts while putting it to vote. In 
the first part lies the principle of the motion, vis., whether or not the Bill 
should be referred to a Select Committee. I shall put the first part first. 
If that is accepted, then and then only I shall put the second part, contain- 
ing the names of those who will form the Select Committee, together with 
such other motions, bearing other names, as are in order. Therefore, the 
question before the House is that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
Bill, 1930, be referred to a Select Committee.” The motion was put and 
lost and here all elected Hindu members present with some exceptions left the 
Chamber. This was the position of the Bill when it was passed in 1930. 
During that time one of our ex-Ministers, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, moved 
the following amendment: “That for clause 4 the following shall be sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

The Commitee shall consist of twenty-seven members, namely, — 

(а) The Chairman. 

(б) The Director of Public Instruction 

(c) Ten members, of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed manner 

from each of the five Divisions of the Province by the members 
of the Committee, comprised within each Division. 

(d) Two members to be elected by the two Universities of the Province, 

one for each. 

(e) Four members to be elected by the elected members of the Bengal 

Legislative Council from among themselves. 

(/) Two members to be elected by Head Masters of High English S^.hools 
and Senior Madrassahs under the new scheme in the prescribed 
manner. 

(g) Three members to be appointed by the Local Government. 

(h) Four members to be co-opted in the prescribed manner by the per- 
• sons elected or appointed under the provisions of clauses (o) to 

(^) immediately after their election or appointment, as the case 
may be.” 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, here if you refer, you will find that the Bill as con- 
templated now is an entirely anti-election Bill. If that proposal was accepted 
and if the Hindu members had not staged a walkout, we would have seen 
Ufkt the Central Board would have bean entirely on an elective basis. But 
finfortunately as the Caste Hindu members had staged a walkout, that Bill 
could not be passed in that manner. 
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Siryif you ref«r to page 775 of the Bengal Legislatire Council Proceed- 
ings,, 1930, you will find that Maulvi Abul Easem moved the following 
amendment : — 

*‘Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 (1) (c), line 1, for the word ^five’ 
tke word 'eight' be substituted," 

Tou will be surprised to hear what Mr. A. J. Dash, who was in charge 
of the Bill, now Chairman of the Public Service Commission, said on that 
occasion. He made the following observations; — 

"I beg to oppose the motion. The composition of the Central Committee 
was determined in the first Select Committee and Government considered it 
undersirable to increase the number of members to be appointed by the Local 
Government. 'Five' is considered to be ample for the purpose." 

Even an official, an I.C.S., whom our Opposition members, particularly 
the Krishak-Proja Party and also the party led by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 
call bureaucractic and reactionary in respect of ideas, as far back as 1930 
opposed the increase of nomination. The proposal of Mr. Abul Easem was 
to increase the nominated members from five to eight. That ^as opposed 
by Mr. A. J. Dash. Then Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury wanted to increase 
the number from five to six. That was also opposed by Mr. Dash. The 
same thing was repeated by Rev. B. A. Nag. He also proposed that for the 
word "five" the word "six" be substituted and in line 2 after the words "of 
whom" the words "one shall be representative of the Indian Christian com- 
munity" be inserted. You will be surprised to hear the reply of Mr. Dash. 
He said: — 

"I beg to oppose this amendment. As I stated before, Government are 
opposed to increasing the number of nominated members, and it will be seen 
that the requirements of the Indian Christian community can be met under 
the clause as it is worded — ‘three .shall be persons possessing experience in 
ediiwitiomil matters.’ There can be no doubt that representatives from the 
Indian Christian community can be found who are qualified under this 
•ub-clause." 

Sir, I want you and the House to note what Mr. Dash said on that 
occasion — "Governn\ent are opposed to increasing the number of nominated 
' members." Mr. Dash, the then Secretary, who was in charge of t|»e Bill, 
opposed the amendment and said that, "Government are opposed ^to increas- 
ing the number of nominated members." That was in the year 1930. Now 
as late as 1942, members oppo^:te who <-all themselves progressive are saying 
that they must have seven nominated members. One leader of the Erishab 
Proja Party who had adorned the Treasury Benches walked out of the Cabinet 
only on the ground that the Government did not agree to the abolition of 
nomination then and there. Now, Sir, Mr. Dash further observed — 

"If necessary, Government are prepared to accept the amendment of 
Maulvi Tamituddin Ehan in a modified form and to remove the restnctidn 
contained in the last words of the sub-clause, vis., ‘and there shall be per- 
sons possessing experience in educational matters.' That will fj^ive an 
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absolutely free bend to the Local Governmeiit to nominate whomsoever they 
like, without actually specifying that the Indian Christian community shall 
have one representative on this body. For this reason I oppose the 
amendment.’’ 

Then^tfere was another amendment moved by Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, 
and smother by Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan was that in clause 4 (1) (c), 
line 4, the words "'three shall be persons possessing experience in educational 
matters” shall be omitted was lost. Mr. Muliok moved the following 
amendment ; — 

"I beg to move that in clause 4(7) (c), line ‘2, after the words ‘repre- 
sentatives of’ the words 'and belonging to’ be inserted.” 

The Government did not accept the amendment because Government was 
opposed to increase the nomination. 

Sir, I could multiply instances where different members wanted to increase 
the quota of nomination, but Government were always opposed to increas- 
ing the number of nominated members. That was during the time of diarchy 
which was scotched, killed and buried. The bureaucratic Government were 
opposed to increasing the nomination. But now this Government which is 
supported by the so-called Progressive Coalition Party comes forward with 
a Bill which is reactionary — more reactionary than even what a bureaucratic 
regime would conceive. 1 wonder how with progressive ideas they could 
conceive of such a Bill I 1 beg to point out that recently the Government 
had amended the Local Self-Government Act. The Act provided that there 
.should be no direct election so far as district boards were concerned. That 
Act has lately been amended and Government have given the public the right 
to send their representatives directly by vote and not through local boards. 
In the Bengal (Kural) Primary Education Act, 1930, we find section 4 (h) 
provides ; — 

"ten members of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed manner 
from each of the five divisions of the. province by the members of the district 
school ^pards of each division, one to be a Muhammadan and tbe other a 
Hindu.” • 

This is indirect election so far as the Central Board is concerned. Here 
we §re discussing the constitution of the Ontral Advisory Committee which 
will frame the rules for the whole Province so far as primary education is 
concerned. We also find that the previous Act also does not provide for any 
direct election so as to give the general public a band to have their say so 
far as the constitution of the Central Board is concerned. What we expected 
wils that when an amendment of thia Act was brought forward the Pro* 
^^eeeive Coalition would come forward to abolish the indirect election and 
throw the election open to the general public so that they might have a say 
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in the selection of their representatiTes who would constitute the Central 
Advisory Board for the whole Province. But what do we find? Instead of 
removing the indirect election, they are trying to strengthen their own 
position throughout the whole Province. What they are doing is that they 
are putting in more nominated members. They cannot face thiF country 
because if there be election they will find that even in the Central Advisory 
Board thfy will have no men whom they can call their own. So, though 
they are progressive in outlook, though they are progressive to the public, 
yet in action they are trying to strengthen their position for their own 
purpose ! What they are doing is, they are putting forward amendments 
for more and more men to be appointed by the local Government. Instead 
6f being satisfied with five nominated members, Government want to have 
seven nominated members because they think that even with five members 
it will not be possible for them to have sufficient voice in the Central Advisory 
Bo^rd. You will find that in the previous amendment also. I will come 
to that presently. In the present Act, there is no provision that the Director 
of Public Instruction should be ex-officio President or that the Secretary of 
the Central Committee should be appointed by Government. But here also 
the Government have failed to come up to expectation. They are putting in 
a President as an ex-officio official and not satisfied with that they are making 
the Secretary of the Board to be a member appointed by the local Govern- 
ment. Sir, herein they are trying to put in two women as well. During 
the time when we discussed on the motion for circulation I said that if the 
Government were willing to give female representation on the Central Com- 
mittee I urged that let the Government have as many women on the 
Committee as possible, but my point was that these women should come by 
means of election and not by the back door of nomination. The Opposition 
have always said that they dislike the system of nomination. I ask, why has 
the Government Party which styles itself as progressive come forward with** 
this proposal? If they are enamoured of women, I have no objection, but 
let them give them the right of coming by election. Now, Sir, so far as 
women are concerned the women of Bengal will be deprived of selecting their 
own representatives if nomination is retained. The women of Bengal will 
then have no right to select their own representatives. Government will 
select women who will be their supporters, but who may be worse in the 
eye of the general public. I think women in general will not themselves be 
satisfied by the selection that will be made by the Govern men t ^of ^Bengal. 
My proposal is, let them increase the representation of women from two to 
four, but let these representatives of women be elected and not allowed to 
come by the back door of nomination. If women can have their own repre- 
sentatives in the local I^egislature by election, it is quite fair that thef , 
should be allowed the privilege of sending their own representatives on thf 
Primary Education Board. I know, Sir, that women have got their own 
problems, and they must therefore have representatives of their own. To 
that we have no objection. But what we do object to is their coming by the 
back door of nomination and not through election. I say from the core of 
my heart that I like this representation of women on the Primary Edncatioii 
Board, but I canont at all understand why this “Progressive*' Minis^ is so 
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rdioctant to give them the right of election. Probably it is due to the fact 
that in that case the Government will not be able to have women of their 
own choice on the Board. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 

seat.) 

• 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am given to understand that the Govern- 
ment and the Opposition want to put their heads together to find out a com- 
mon formula on this Bill. Accordingly, 1 adjourn the House for half an 
hour. 

(The House was adjourned at this stage for half an hour.) 

(After ctdjoumment.) 

(The House reassembled at 11-14 a.m. after adjournment.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am glad to announce that an agreement 
has been reached and that the agreed formula will be placed before the 
House on the next day fixed for Government business. 

Adjoumnitiit 

It being 11-15 a.m., the House was adjourned till 8-45 a.m. on Friday, 
the 25th September, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingf of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935« 

The Assembly met in the Asseijfbly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
26th September, 1942, at 8*45 a.m. 

Prsccnts 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 8 
Hon’ble Ministers and 174 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral antwera were given) 

Supersassion of the Chittagong Munioipality. 

•52. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; {a) Will the Honlde Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government have superseded 
the Chittagong Municipality? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
b»^ pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF-^ 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The question of supersession of the Commissioners of this Munici- 
pality, on account of various irregularities, especially relating to its financial 
administration, had in fact been raised by the local officers in December last. 
The state of affairs of the Municipality then appeared to Government to be 
very serious; but before coming to a final decision, Government asl^pd the 
local officers to obtain and submit the ei^lanation of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners on the various charges of maladministration brought against them. 
In the meantime the situation at Chittagong became very grave due to the 
course of the War in Burma, The Municipality was in a precari^u^ 
financial condition and was practically bankrupt and even unable to pay its^ 
staff. After a very careful consideration of the views of the local officers 
and the explanation submitted by the Chairman, Government were satisfied 
that the Municipality would be unable to maintain its vital services in the 
event of a hostile attack. For theses reasons, Government had no othA* 
alternative than to agree to the supersession of the Municipal Commissioners* 
for a period of one year under rule 51F(<?) of the Defence of India Buies. 
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Khftn Bihldlir MOHAMMED ALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to: state if the finding of various irregularities in the administration of the 
Chittagong Municipality had an3rthing to do with the Chairman of the 
Municipality going over to the Opposition with effect from December last 
which is#rkentioned in the reply? 

• (No reply.) 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state who was the Chairman of the Chittagong Municipality? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Nur Ahmed, a member 
of the Legislative Council. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: To what party does Mr. Nur Ahmed 
belong ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U1 I have no official informa- 
tion. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the maladministration that is mentioned here P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The question of super- 
session of the Chittagong Municipality was raised by the Divisional Com- 
missioner in his letter, dated the 4th December, 1941, in which he pointed 
out that it would be necessary to supersede the Municipal Commissioners 
very soon if they refused to take steps to restore the municipal finances. 

On the 19th December, 1941, the Divisional Commissioner again wrote 
4;o^iovernment pointing out various defects in the municipal administration 
which required rectification and suggested that for this purpose supersession 
for at least two years would be necessary. On the 29th December, 1941, the 
Divisional Commivssioner was informed that Ooveniment considered that 
the Municipal Commissioners should be given an op])ortunity of submitting 
their explanation and he was requested to frame definite charges and to 
forward these to Government with the Municipal Commissioners’ explana- 
tion. 

On #he ^th February, 1942, the Divisional Commissioner called for the 
explanation of the Municipality on the following eleven charges by the 
16th Mareh, 1942 

^ (1) That for the last three years there has been habitual incurring of 
ex}^nditure in great excess of income. 

• (2) That in consequence the Municipality is practically bankrupt, and 

is unable to pay its staff without improper appropriation of funds earmarked 
for special purposes. 

• (3) That the municipal budgets have never been properly framed, but 
tmmed in such a way as to conceal in whole or in part, the real state of 
munioi]^ finances. 
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(4) That seotion 112 of the Act is never complied with, inasmuch as a 
complete and accurate account of actual and expected receipts and expendi- 
ture is never prepared or lodged in the office under section 113. 

(5) That for the last three years, rule 26 of the Account Rules has been 
systematically ignored, inasmuch as the Commissioners have Ifdt ascer- 
tained and provided for all existing liabilities which cannot be liqxiidated 
before the commencement of the year. 

(6) That in consequence, the Commissioners have incurred a steadily 
increasing liability which they cannot possibly meet within a reasonable 
time. This sum amounts to over a lakh of rupees at present. 

(7) That the Commissioners have by a recent resolution voted increased 
taxation which may fetch an additional Rs. 30,000 in the year 1942-43, 
but this additional sum will not prevent the occurrence of a huge deficit 
at the end of the year 1942-43, nor is it possible by savings in expenditure 
to avoid such a huge deficit. 

(8) The misapplication of special funds is still going on. In particular 
(i) several thousand rupees of the special advance of Rs. 63,000 granted 
by fiovemment for the emergency water-supply scheme have been applied 
to other purposes, including the pay of municipal sweepers; and (u) several 
thousand rupees have been recredited to the Municipal Fund during the 
current year from the Provident Fund of municipal employees without proper 
sanction instead of investing them as required by rule. 

(9) During the current year, section 114 of the Municipal Act has been 
contravened, as the revised budget which should have been framed soon 
after Ist October is not yet ready. Section 112 has also been contravened 
as the budget for 1942-43, which should have been framed before the end of 
January, has not been prepared even by the end of February. 

(10) That in spite of habitually increasing expenditure greatly in 
excess of receipts over a period of years, the needs of the rate-payers parti- 
cularly as regards roads, water-supply and drainage have not been properly 
met. 

(11) That there is no reasonable prospect of any substantial improvement 
in municipal finances under the present management and that the only 
possible method of restoring municipal finances is supersession. 

The Municipal Commissioners’ explanation was not received bj^ the Divi- 
sional Commissioner up to the 24th March, 1942, when he referred the matter 
to Government with his recommendation for supersession. * 

On the I7th March, 1942, the Chairman forwarded to Government a^ 
advance copy of an explanation drafted by him (which had not then bben 
approved by the Municipal Commissioners at a meeting) in which an attempt 
was made to flatly deny all the charges. In his letter of the 30th March, 
1942, the Divisional Commissioner stated that the charges were true and 
the municipality could not function any longer. « 

!nie charges and the explanation of the Chairman were examined by 
Qovemment as far as possible on the basis of the materials then av|dlable. 
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due consideration Goyemment came to the conclusion that the financial 
condition of the municipality was very unsatisfactory and that it would 
worsen and was not likely to improve. Government, therefore, held that 
the municipality would be unable to maintain its vital services in the event 
of hosti^ attack and they directed the District Magistrate to supersede the 
municipality on this ground for one year under rule 51F (6) of the Defence 
of India Buies. 

Kfian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the explanation submitted by the Chairman!^ 

The Hofl’bio Mr« 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The explanation runs 
into 12 or 13 t 3 "pewritten foolscap pages, but the sum total of it is that every 
charge was flatly denied. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether maladministration or bad management of finance will be 
accepted by Government in the case of other municipalities as the reason 
for taking away the rights of the municipalities. 

Tho Hofi’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Most certainly as one of 
the reasons. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this deficit began, I mean from which year? 

Tbf Hofi’bic Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: About three years before 

jm. 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
besides the Chittagong Municipality almost all the other municipalities in 
Bengal are running at a deficit ? 

The Hon’tle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I cannot agree to u general 
proposition of that character. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state i^hy Government did not take any stepe when they came to know of 
Jhe deficit three years back? 

The Hon'blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 cannot be held respon- 
sible foi: the action of the previous Government. 

Mtuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAt The position being this that the Divi- 
sional Commissioner made certain allegations by way of breach of the 
provisions of law whereas on the other side the chairman denied in toio 
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aU tlM allfgatiolui, will tke Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wkether 
Ooremment think it wise to hold a definite enquiry into the facts of the 
matter? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Chairman himself 
came and represented the case of the municipality before me. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOOs l^iTl the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when there is a difference of fact, what decision do Goyemment 
propose to take? 

The Hofl’bM Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Government will decide 
on the materials before it and come to a finding on its own account. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the finances of some other municipalities — specially Pirojpur, Englishbazar 
and Jamalpur — are in a precarious state? 

The Han’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUS If any specific instance 
is brought to our notice, we will certainly look into it. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government waited for the explanation of the Commissioners 
of the Municipality ? 

Tht Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The explanation that rsA 
submitted by the Chairman on behalf of the Commissioners of the Munici- 
pality was considm'ed at his own instance when he came and eaw me, and 
there was hardly any time for waiting indefinitely for. the Commissioners’ 
formal communication, because they had already exceeded the time-limit 
for submitting their explanation and no further delay could be allowed in 
view of the imminence of a hostile attack. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I know what was the las^date (k' 
submitting explanation? 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The last date was 16th 

March, 1942. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when was action taken by Government? 

TH. NM^I. Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BAtUt Th« Chairman in hia repl;, 
dated the 23rd March, said that the charges were nntrue and I think action 
was taken sometime in April. 
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mti ASBULUML MAHMMOt Will tine Hon’ble Minister 1>« pleased 
to state the reason for applying the Defence of India Rules instead of the 
provisions of the Bengal Municipal ActP 

ThtVm'bl* Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BAtU: Under the provisions of 
the iBengal Municipal Act, an enquiry was proceeding and the proceedings 
took such an inordinately long time that no further delay could be allowed 
in view of the peculiar position of the town of Chittagong. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the proceedings were first started P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have already said all 
that. The proceedings were started on the 4th December, 1()41, prior to the 
fall of the last Ministry. 

(Mrs. Hasina Murshed rose to read the printed answer to Starred 
Question No. 53.) 


Mr. K. NOORUDDINs I want to know, Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the department will be available in this House P 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I can give that information now. The 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur wrote to me that he would come back to Calcutta 
either on Friday or Saturday. I can hold over this question if you like. 
(Cries of ‘‘Yes” from the Opposition benches.) 

Starred Questions 53 and 54 were then held over. 


ln^M^ProviiioiM TPSMEMfC BlObf(L 

*88r Or. ABDUL MOTALU MALIK l (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether a Board under the natne ‘‘Inter^Froyincial Trans^rt Board” has 
jheen f^jrmedf 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be ple€Med to state — 

(i) what are the fuActin^ of that Board ; 

(it) who ate the members of that Board ; 

[tri) what is the relation of this Board with the Regional Priorities 
Cbnunittee ; 

[iv) who has constituted these iwo^ bodies ; 

(v) whether Provincial Govenmieiit was oonsnlted; and 
what are the powers and duties of these two bodiee P 
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MINIfTER in etitrge nf the COMMUNICATI0llt M WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. ShamsiMlilin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The functions of the Board are — 

(1) to survey the existing facilities for transport by road, rail, or water; 

(2) to consider the demands made by Government and the public for 

the use of transport facilities; 

(3) to advise how best the existing facilities can be allocated as between 

the difTerent conflicting demands ; and 

(4) to advise how the existing facilities for transport of various kinds 

could be improved and extended. 

(ii) The Board was constituted by the Government of Bengal by Resolu- 
tion No. 2()9(;. , of the 2nd February, 1942, as amended by Notification 
No. 2C., dated the 21 st February, 1942. Copies of the Resolution and the 
Notification giving the list of the 17 members of the Board are laid- on the 
Library Table. 

(in) The Inter-Provincial Transport Board was formed to deal with all 
kinds of transport and function only in advisory capacity. The Regional 
Priorities Committee has been appointed by the CVntral Government and 
deals with railway transport only, and as the executive authority allocates 
priorities for railway transport as between demands from various Govern- 
ment and private interests. 

(iv) The Inter-Provincial Transiwrt Board has been constituted by the 
Government of Bengal at the instance of the Central Government; the 
Regional Priorities (Committee has been constituted directly by the Central 
Government. 

(v) Yes. 

(vi) Already indicated in the answers to (h) (i) and (ttV) above. 

Mr. A NANDI LA't *P0DDART Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this Board was consulted when lorries in Calcutta were 
jforcibly acquired when they were carrying g^oods 'for %ai* cont^tuitsf 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I want notioe. 

Diet allowaiioe of Mourity prttonort. 

*68. tabu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAiUMDAR: (a) Is the Hor’bie 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the rise of prices of 
dietary commoditilhP 

(5) If 90, is the Hon*ble Minister considering the desirability of increas- 
ing the diet allowance of the securi^ prisoners P 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof P 
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tUNItTER in eliaiv* of the HOME DEPARTMENT (th* Hwi'bl* 
Mr. A. K. Fadul Hiiq): (o) Yes. 

(6) and (c) The diet allowance of security prisoners has since been 
increased from 9 annas 6 pies to annas 12 per head per dav. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that a larg'e portion of this twelve annas is 
appropriated by the contractors who supply the dietary commodities P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that, but 
I am aware of one thing and it is this : that even this 12 annas is not suffi- 
cient. The point is this that we have got a certain menu fixed and in 
consequence of the rise in prices the allowance has been increased from 9 
annas 6 pies to 12 annas. But even by this increase of allowance to 12 
annas no relief is given to the security prisoners. I will consider the 
question of increasing their allowance further. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Governmet is considering the desirability of fixing 
remuneration of the contractors who supply the dietary commodities outside 
the dietary allowance granted to the prisoners? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that point. 
1 will make enquiries. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my question is whether the 
Government is considering the desirability of fixing remuneration of the oon- 
Jj^ctors outside the dietary allowance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not understand the point. 
If it is desirable I will look into it. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the dietary allowance of any other class of prisoners has been 
increased in view of the rise in prices of dietary commodities? 

Tht Hon’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An all-round increase is being 
considered. 


A m t i iiim tn to to tfio Soourity Fritoiiort Ruloi. 

•57. BMIU JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received any petition fiom the security prisoners of the Hijli 
Special Jail expressing their disapproval of the Revised Security Prisoners 
Rules? 

> 
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(fe) If the answer to (a) (s in the affirmative, will Oie Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when the said petitions were received by him ; and 

(») what action, if any, he was taken or contemplates to tak^ thereon P 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate further revision of^ the 
Security Prisoners Rules as demanded by the security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, PAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) One on the 24th July, 1941. 

One on the 12th Aujrust, 1941. 

One on the 6th November, 1941. 

(ti) and (c) The question of allow'ing further amenities to security 
prisoners has since been examined and Government decision in the matter 
has lieen embodied in tlie Press communique, dated the 12th September, 
1942, on the subject, a copy of which is laid on the Jdbrary Table. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoodie Minister be pleased to 
tell us whether all the demands of the security prisoners have been consi- 
dered as yet? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ. All the points raised have not 
been considered and, as I have said, even the question of increase of allow- 
ance has to be reconsidered. The .Government of India also have been 
addressed on the subject with our recommendations. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasei^to 
state why so much delay is being made to consider whether any increment 
should be given in the case of dietary allowance of ordinary prisoners while 
the case of security prisoners has already been considered and they have 
been given an increased allowance? 

THa Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member will 
find that petitions were being received from the 24th July, 1941. There has 
been delay and the responsibility for this delay has been shared between 
me and my predecessor. 

Proposal for the change of the Bengal Junior Civil Serviee Ruloo. 

*58. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that the Governor has revised 
the Bengal Civil Service Recruitment Rules as is evident from the 
ordinary Gazette Notification No. 2897H., dated the 25th July, 1942? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to make any chan^ 
in the Bengal Junior Civil Service Promotion Rules? 
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(c) If BO, is the Hon*ble Minister conflidering the desirability of 
aboHshing the age-barred question? 

Tha^Hoil’IHe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) Notification No. 2897A., 
dated th*e 55th July, 1942, contains an ad hoc rule made by His Excellency 
the Governor under section 241 of tbe Government of India Act, 1935. This 
will remain in force only for the duration of the war, and it does not have 
the effect either of revising or amending the Bengal Provincial Services 
Recruitment Rules. 

(5) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that with regard to the recruitment even today 
non-Bengalis are being recruited to the Bengal Civil Service? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does that qestion arise? 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With regard to the Recruitment Rules 
if does arise; I am referring to the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the 
* fact that Bengalis in other Provinces are not being recruited to similar 
posts ? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIODIQI: Has the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
satisfied himself that His Excellency the Governor’s ad hoc rule under sec- 
tion 241 of the Government of India Act, 1935, does not in any way lessen 
the proportion of Muslims in the various services to which it applies? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think it does not. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister consider the 
*irfesirabifity#of looking into the interests of Bengali candidates who apply for 
these posts in preference to the candidates who come from outside Bengal ? 

• 

H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is the general rule. 

Tilt HOfl’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So long as the rules arc not 
materially changed these things will happen. The present rules also admit 
of the contingency to which the honourable member refers. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will*the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that when Bengali candidates are available they will 
have preference over non-Bengalis? 
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TIm Hon'lri* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is so. 

Mr, SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that domicile is essential for any outlier being 
appointed to any service in this Province? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the reply given by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, are we to understand that when non-Bengalis are 
being appointed it is only from the consideration that competent Bengali 
candidates are not available? 

The Hofl’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer this question 
which raises such a big generalisation. All I can say is that in certain 
services the question of domicile is absolutely imperative. In regard to the 
oases in which non-Bengalis are appointed it must be in certain exceptional 
circumstances because the rules do permit such recruitment of non-Bengalis 
in exceptional circumstances. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of amending the rules in such a way that the 
claims of the Bengali applicants do not go in vain ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This point will certainly be 
borne in mind. Changes cannot be made all in a day. It must be done 
gradually. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the taUe) 

Indian Jail Warders in BengaL 

2S. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement show- 
ing— 

(i) the present number of Indian Warders in each of the jails of thU 
Province ; and * 

(it) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 



im.] 


MESSAGE. 


83 


TIm Hon’bl^ Mfi Aa K» FAZLUL HUQs (i) and (it) A statement is laid 
on tlie Library Table. Tbe communal representation in the warder strength 
in each circle (Central Jail) is furnished as the Communal Ratio Rules are 
applicable to each circle and not to each jail, the Superintendent of the 
circle j^l* being the appointing authority. 

Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1888. 

30. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of tbe Public Health and Jjocal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether any meetings of the Select Com- 
mittee of the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939, by 
Maulvi Muhammad Israil, have been called P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(i) expediting the deliberations of the Committee; and 
(ii) presenting the report l)efore the expiry of the life of this House? 

The Hon'Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Tes. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) It was decided to commence the sittings of the Select Committee on 
the 22nd Septeml)er, 1942, but owing to the continuance of the Assembly 
Session, the date will have to be shifted by a few days more. 

^ Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
^fate when he intends to bring the Bill before the Assembly? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: After the Select Com- 
mittee has finished its labours. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when it is likely to finish its labours? 

^ The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U8 That is known to the 

Select Comtnittee and not to me. 


Meeeage. 

The Secretary then read the following message : — 

“That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on Thursday, 
the 17th September, 1942, considered the Message from Hie Excellency the 
Governor, under the proviso to section 75 of the Government of India Act, 
1^35, and agreed to the decision of fhe Assembly by the adoption of the 
amendments which were recommended by His Excellency in Ms Message, 
without^ any further amendments. “ 
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Point of Prhrilogo. 

Mfi Hi Si SUHRAWARDYs On a point of privilege, Sir. It concerns 
not merely the individual members of this House, but the House itself. 
Is not the House entitled to have the services and the presence of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge when most important non-official resolutions 
are being moved? The Hon’ble Minister may have or may not have ‘done 
any work since he took office, but surely on this day when the House meets 
to comment upon his administration he should be present in this House to 
answer the charges levelled against him and not throw the responsibility 
on another Minister ! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 may tell the House that the Minister in 
charge wrote to me to say that on some important Government business he 
WAS proceeding to Dacca. He wrote to me also that the Hon’ble Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee would reply on his behalf. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I remind Mr. Suhrawardy that 
when he was a Minister he was absent on several occasions when matters 
relating to his departments were under discussion? 

{Interruptions.) 

Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am asking this as a point of privilege, 
as there is no more important business than the business of the House when 
the Assembly is sitting. 1 w'ould ask you to consider whether you should 
not also postpone this important non-official resolution until the Hon’ble 
Minister having discharged his business in his home town in Dacca is able 
to attend the sittings of this Assembly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask Hon’ble Ministers not to follb^ 
this practice in future, but as for this particular day he had the courtesy to 
inform me beforehand, and I have accepted his suggestion that 
Dr. Mookerjee will reply on his behalf. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No future occasion will arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I may inform the House that 
Mr. Suhrawardy, when he was Minister in charge of the Con^meice aniy.^ 
Labour Department, used to be absent on many occasions when important 
subjects relating to his departments came up before the House for discussion. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Prm control and supply of foodstuffs and other essential oommodities. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. The House wiU now resulne 
flirther discussion on the first resolution. I want to know how long yoh 
will take to finish discussion. 
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Klmraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I suggest that so far as the resolution on 
the food problem is concerned we may allot three-quarters of an hour and 
the rest for jute and finish that. The jute question is very important. The 
food problem was discussed practically for one full day, and I submit that 
you agreed**to prolong the discussion on this question only for a limited time 
to-daj. That was your ruling, and I submit that three-quarters of an hour 
after a whole day’s discussion is more than enough. The jute question 
may come up immediately after that and time may be allotted accordingly. 
If there are more members who want to speak, you may adopt the usual 
practice of allotting 5 minutes to each speaker. I think that three-quarters 
of an hour ought to be enough for the first resolution. 

Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: My suggestion is this. One speaker from 
this side and another speaker from the other side will speak and after that 
the Hon’ble Minister will reply. My difficulty is that when members speak 
they sometimes forget where to stop. This particular resolution has been 
sufficiently discussed and I am also of opinion that one speaker from this 
side and another speaker from the other side will suffice. 

The Hofl’bla Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I just point out that 
this resolution as well as the next are two very important resolutions and 
it is necessary that public opinion, as it prevails outside, should be reflected 
in this House, I do not think that we should shorten the discussion by 
■curtailing the number of speakers. If you would accept my humble sugges- 
tion, let the speakers speak without any interruptions and let the speeches 
be as short as possible for five or ten minutes. By doing that we would be 
able to discuss both the resolutions as fairly as possible in this House. I 
the honourable the Leader of the Opposition will agree with me that 
it is necessary to have a full discussion on this question. Tlierefore I would 
like to submit that there should be no limit to the number of speakers but 
you. Sir, can limit the time of the speeches. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As has been stated by the Leader of the 
House and the Leader of the Opposition, my suggestion is that each speaker 
^11 be allow'ed to speak for 7 } minutes and if they do not finish their 
iWgumenfs by that time they will not be allowed further time. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister haa 
appealed to me. I wholeheartedly agree with him, but at the same time 
I^feel that if he wants these things to be discussed fully, the only obvious 
course is to allot another day for the non-official resolutions. 

Kliaii Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
ha^ not the slightest idea of taking part*in this debate until I received a long 
telegram from my constituency depicting in a very succinct manner the 
trouble yiat was passing in that part of the presidency. This trouble is, 
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, with regard to the problem of food shortage in which 
the people of my part of the country have been placed. Without going 
into the detail of what has been stated in the body of the telegram 1 should 
like to bring to the notice of this House that they are not happy unless and 
until Government take immediate steps to remedy the want at this* stage in 
that troubled area. I am afraid, no Government, least of all this Govern- 
ment, will be able to stop the forces of destruction which might imwittingly 
lead to outbursts of feelings of serious consequences. It is not my purpose 
to follow seriatim what has fallen from the mouth of the honourable the 
mover of the resolution with regard to the controlling of price and also the 
issue of permits, but it should be stated to the credit of the Government, 
constituted as they are, that they have tried their very best to cope with the 
situation as far as they could. At the same time I am of opinion that this 
is the proper time when Government should come out with their reply and 
procedure and if it appears to be satisfactory it will be accepted by the 
House. 

Now, Sir, coming to other matters concerning my constituency, I would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to take note of the speeches made outside this 
House that unless and until Government stir themselves up even at this 
stage and sympathetically consider the situation with regard to water 
transport and conveyances plying on roads and give direction to local oflficials 
at Chittagong to take necessary steps and also to consult the leaders of the 
people, the leaders who understand their own mind, the leaders who are 
in sympathy with and are in confidence of the public, I am afraid, the’ 
situation will not be eased. Unless and until that is done and the Govern- 
ment give up the attitude of issuing orders from the Secretariat without 
paying any heed to these things, I am afraid, no amount of hopes or for the 
matter of that no amount of consultation either here or in the Secretariat 
will improve the situation. Unfortunately, Chittagong is a sea-port town 
and the war clouds surround its horizon, where, as a consequence, certain 
amenities of life have already been curtailed. But, Sir, so far as the 
problem of food is concerned consistent with our safety and with the fact 
that the enemy might not have any advantage, 1 would like to make an 
humble representation to Government here to bestir themselves over again 
to see that things do not take yet a worse turn. The appeal I am making 
to Government with regard to food shortage is one which cannot ])e questio^ 
ed either by an individual or by an association. If proper and immediate 
action is not taken by the Government on our appeal, the situatien may go 
from bad to worse; and for this purpose I should like to suggest to the 
Government that they should see whether it is not possible for the Hoa*We« 
Minister-in-charge or some other Hon'ble Minister to go to that locality aivf 
see for themselves what is the real state of affairs there. Unless and until 
that is done and effective steps are taken with regard to the control of 
prices and transport facilities for the supply of food articles, I am not 
hopeful that things will improve, Ipecially in my district where food 
consumed is niuoh in excess to what is grown. Sir, I am sure the Govern- 
ment is aware of the conditions prevailing there, and I hope I am %lso in a 
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poiition to say that in the matter of war efforts Chittagong does not lag 
behind any other district. I again appeal to Government to see that no 
householder of Chittagong dies from starvation for want of food in the 
difilrict. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, while agree- 
ing with the honourable the mover of the resolution so far as the first part 
of the motion is concerned, I do not personally agree that all sorts of 
permits should be at once discontinued. We find, Sir, that permits have 
been discontinued so far as sugar is concerned but there has been no free 
flow of sugar as has been intended by the mover of the resolution. The 
price is determined by the law of demand and supply and the present high 
price is due to the reduction of supply while the demand is the same or 
more than before. It is apparent that the demand for essential commodities 
cannot be reduced to any appreciable extent by artificial measures without 
the consumers having had to undergo the difficulty and inconvenience of 
doing with the barest minimum. The problem of supply has been further 
complicated by a speculative demand and a tendency of hoarding in various 
quarters in the fear that when the war would be drawing closer towards the 
country, the supply would be further decreased, if not altogether stopped. 
In the absence of economic forces and the spirit of competition that 
ordinarily rule the market, prices are now being pushed to the point of 
profiteering according to the whims of the dealers, the demand and ability 
to pay higher prices, and lastly for want of efficient official control. It is 
true that some successful prosecutions have been launched but the lessons 
do not seem to have gone home to the dealers. That is probably due to the 
fact that big dealers take care to resort to transactions which it is very 
difficult to detect while only the petty shop-keepers and ordinary cultivators 
growers who expose their goods to the bazar for open sale are generally 
brought before the court. There is a tendency to treat these people with 
leniency while there are reasons to believe that they are financed by their 
respective dealers in the event of any proscution. Further, where there 
is some sort of agreement between the big dealers and petty dealers regard- 
ing supply of goods, it is well-nigh impossible to detect such offences, not 
to speak of launching of successful prosecution. Sir, in my district of 
Bakarganj some Kanungoes have been entrusted with the duty of controlling 
prices b^t the results achieved so far are far from satisfactory. These petty 
officers who have little or no influence w’ith the public can be hardly expected 
to deal e^ciently with the wily big dealers on the one hand and the poor 
illiterate consumers on the other hand. The executive officers — the Sub- 
divjsional Officers and the Circle Officers — are too busy with their multi- 
farious duties, which have been increased to the breaking point due to war 
emergency measures, to exercise any effective check on the price control 
oflBcers.* Matters might improve to a great extent if the executive officers, 
particularly those in whose jurisdiction there are big supply centres, could 
be relieved of their routine duties §a that they might devote time to the 
price control measures. It must be admitted that ineffective control is 
worse Hhan no control. 
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As regards rice, I should say that the stock of rice in Bakarganj district 
is below normal, thanks to the export of huge stocks through merchants, 
who, it was given out, had been appointed by the Oovernment, and it was 
mentioned the other day that Messrs, Ispahani & Co. is one of them, and 
there are other contractors who also pose as military contractoi^^ but who 
afterwards were found to be bogus ones, not authenticated by any certificate 
of the Government, It was probably the intention of the Government that 
they were to remove the surplus rice stock from the south of this district to 
prevent them from falling into enemy hands but what they did was to 
collect as much as they could from big rice marts such as Jhalakati, Barisal, 
etc., which were not denial areas. The result is that the rice stock in the 
less vulnerable area has been considerably depleted while there might be 
some surplus rice stock in the more vulnerable area on the sea coast. The 
result has been almost the reverse of what was intended by the Government. 
The problem of transferring the surplus stock, if any, on the face of the 
boat restriction order is easily understandable. Further, as the price of 
rice in the neighbouring districts is much higher, large stocks of rice have 
already left and are leaving the district. There is apprehension everywhere 
that if this outward flow of rice continues, there is bound to be shortage of 
rice in the near future. People everywhere are, therefore, interfering with 
the export of rice, necessitating official intervention in some places. 

Sir, as I have already said, in the absence of a co-ordination of price 
between the districts of Bengal attempts at profiteering are more alluring 
than ever. Suppose the rice sells at Rs. 6-8 at Barisal, as we have found , 
sitting on the Price Control Committee, if it sells at Rs. 6-8 at Barisal and 
if it sells at Rs. 7-12 at Dacca, Chandpur or Noakhali, then the merchants 
of Dat'ca would be naturally inclined to go to Barisal and to try to get rice 
by offering higher prices than the control prices. The result is there iss;^ 
collu.sion between the sellers of Barisal and the purchaser of Dacca and 
Noakhali and the price at which it is actually sold is suppressed. So that 
sort of collusion prevails between the seller and the purchaser of different 
districts. Therefore, my point is this, that the prices of the districts in 
Bengal, at least so far as the neighbouring districts in Bengal are concerned, 
should be co-ordinated in such a way that there may be little margin of 
profit over the original price and the transportation charge so that there 
may not be attempt to profiteer and purchase rice beyond the controlled^ 
rate. 

Now, Sir, as regards sugar, mustard oil and dal there is acute^ shortage 
and the commodities can hardly be obtained at the controlled rate. It is 
the general complaint of the local importers that they have to purchase tl^eif 
requirements from the Calcutta stockists at a price much higher than the^ 
Calcutta controlled price. Their complaint is that there is ineffective 
control at Calcutta and the effect of that also is visible at many mofusail 
centres. The problem could be solved if the local importers at Barisal and 
the mofussil stations could get their cupplies in the care of the Distridt 
Magistrate in lieu of the price paid through the local treasuries through* 
chtdans. It is said that the stock of mustard oil has become very ^eagre 
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as a result of the ban put by the Bihar Government on the export of mustard 
seeds. The same difficulty is pointed out with regard to rruisur dal, the bulk 
of which is imported from Bihar. 

As regards soft coke, it is selling at the rate of Rs. 1-10 per maund. The 
official r^€^8 Rs. 1-6 but the sellers are charging annas 4 extra on the plea 
of replacing coal dust by lump. In other words, if a consumer insists on 
purchasing at the controlled price he is made to accept quite a good propor- 
tion of coal dust and he finds it more prudent to purchase soft coke in lumps 
for Rs. 1-10 rather than purchase soft coke and coal dust for Rs. 1-6. Steps 
should be taken to improve supplies of wagons for transport of coal, acute 
shortage of which is imminent. 

The remedy lies in improving production and transport facilities and 
vigorous steps to put down profiteering and illegal hoarding in any manner. 
To prevent any unwholesome flow of articles to any particular di.strict, 
parity prices for each district should be fixed by the Government instead of 
leaving them to the district. Price Controllers cannot surely see beyond 
their own areas. Unless this is done, ghit in one place and shortage in 
another are bound to happen. Executive officers should be relieved of a part 
of their routine duties to enable them to devote more time to price control 
measure, and in important trade centres, whole-time officers of the gazetted 
rank should be posted for price control work. 

Kazi ABUL MABUDt Sir, I fully associate myself with Mr. Das Gupta 
so far as the resolution goes. The problem of supply of necessary commo- 
dities such as rice, salt, sugar, kerosene oil, etc., at reasonable prices is 
much more serious than any other problems of the day. The entire province 
is faced with an alarming situation of the greatest magnitude and there has 
utter lack of policy on the part of the Government to supply the people 
with their daily necessities of life. The prices of articles are soaring 
speedily day by day and the matter has reached such a degree that if the 
policy so long pursued by the Ministry is not altered or modified tlie whole 
country will be faced with a most dangerous situation. 

Sir, the Government by their policy have allowed the merchants to earn 
as much profit as they can and at the expense of the millions of poverty- 
striken people their bank balance is going to float day by day. The method 
^opted^ up till now to stop this profiteering is hopelessly bad. What 
generally happens is that the big merchants holding key positions are going 
on merrily with double or triple profits whereas some poor retail shop- 
keepers wno live hand to mouth are brought under trial. The merchants 
iem^and any price they like according to their sweet will and supply any 
Quantity of food to any consumer according to their own fancy and choice. 
Government officers and the big people are supplied with any amount or 
Quantity whereas the public and particularly the poor Mussalmans are 
ieprived of getting a little quantity of daily necessities. As for instance, 
i full tin of kerosene oil was supplied to the satellites of the officers whereas 
tther people could not even secure a cliatak of kerosene for their daily 
x>a8umption. Instances after instances of this nature can be multiplied. 
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Sir, there was scarcity of rice in the market for some days together but 
no efforts whatsoever were made to compel the rice merchants who have 
hoarded thousands and thousands of maunds of rice to sell it in the bazar. 
In this connection, Sir, I should enlighten the House of one particular 
incident which would show how the policy is working and how <^he non- 
official gentlemen are put to undue harassment and unprecedented trophies, 
even in the days of bureaucratic Government. Babu Suresh Chandra Roy, 
a leading pleader of more than 20 years^ practice of Natore Bar, informed 
the police that Babu Mahadev Roy, a merchant, had refused to supply him 
ata. The police made a formal enquiry. All the godowns of this big 
merchant numbering about four were not searched and the House will be 
amazed to hear that Mr. Roy was hauled up in the criminal court for giving 
false information. Mr. Roy had to face the trial and he has been honour- 
ably acquitted, In this case it transpired in evidence that some of the 
respectable gentlemen did not dare to give information to the police because 
of the threats held out by the police. Sir, I shall refer to another incident 
which would show that the public is to take the risk of prosecutions even in 
placing their legitimate grievances before the officers. The sub-jail 
contractor of Nature brought to the notice of the executive officer that Babu 
Dhurjati Nag had demanded higher prices of coal from him than the 
scheduled price. He was asked to file a petition with requisite stamps 
and his deposition was taken down on solemn affirmation. The result is that 
the man has been prosecuted and the sword of Damocles is still hanging on 
his head. Sir, the Ministry should take stock of the whole situation and 
immediately pursue a better policy to remedy the grievances of the public. 
Sir, the problem of supplying dal bhat cannot be solved by issuing 
ooTnmvuniquSSf holding out high promises, releasing statements after state- 
ments and printing leaflets for party propaganda at the cost of public moq^. 

Sir, I must admire Mr. Chakrabarty of the Progressive Coalition Party 
for his vocabulary, but 1 cannot agree with him that the sabotage after the 
unfortunate day of August 8, has been started throughout India due to this 
food problem. He has accepted a brief on behalf of the Congress but he 
could not build up his own case. It does not stand to logic that all on a 
sudden one fine morning the congressites started the agitation to remedy 
this food problem but, Sir, the day is not far distant when the whole 
country would be faced with a greater disaster; rebellion will b^eak oil»i^ 
against the parasites and hoarders; anarchy will prevail throughout the 
country, lawlessness and disorder will reign everywhere, complications after 
complications will add and the millions and millions of people of this 
Province will have to face death due to starvation, lawlessness and disorder 
unless the problem is seriously and efficiently tackled with immediately. 
Sir, I congratulate Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas 

(The member having reached the timelimit resumed his seat.) 

Mr« iHAHiD ALIS Mr. Deputy* Speaker, Sir, there is plenty of rice m 
the Tippera district in the eastern part but jute is grown in the western 
part. So long the demand was made that rice would flow down frpm Hill 
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Tipperah, but by the enactment of an ordinance no rice is available from 
there and as a result the people of Gomilla are suffering very much. With 
regard to control over rice, I beg to submit, Sir, that the shops that were 
entrusted to sell rice generally mix a bad type of rice with a good type of 
rice, but the people have to pay higher prices. I would request Oovern- 
menUto see to it that if there is a good quality of rice that should be abso- 
lutely good and it should not be allowed to be mixed up with a bad 
type of rice. 

So far as kerosene is concerned, in the Chandpur subdivision, the sale 
has been entrusted with the union boards. Instead of selling kerosene 
themselves they sell quantities of kerosene oil to shopkeepers and thus the 
shopkeepers get a higher price than they would otherwise have got. It is 
also suspected that they subscribe some amount of their income to public 
purpose. Controls are entrusted with some shopkeepers who will not sell 
kerosene to the customers unless they purchase other articles from them. 
For example, Sir, they say to the customers: “If you do not take soap or 
other articles from us we shall not give you kerosene.” Thus these custo- 
mers are compelled to buy other articles. These shopkeepers are generally 
found to be very dishonest and resort to unfair means. So, my request to 
Government is that Subdi visional Officers should Iw instructed to take more 
care in ascertaining the shops which are selling rice and kerosene oil. 
With these few words, Sir, I support the resolution. 


Bsbil K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
other day Mr. Narendra Narayau Chakravarty poured forth vituperation 
on Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas. Sir, 1 am sorry for that. I admit that he 
•ii^serves some amount of vituperation but not of such a strong kind as Mr. 
Chakravarty placed on his shoulders. Speaking about him, Sir, conscience 
strikes me too much because he comes from our community and honourable 
members must show some sympathy for the backward communities. I 
may tell Mr. Chakravarty that Mr. Biswas also learnt from the same school 
where Mr. Chakravarty did. He was returned on Congress ticket and was 
supported by the Hindu Mahasabha. If there is anything bad in him, 
it is because of the training. 

To come to price control, this is the crying need at the present time. 
Somebody is telling that control will do harm to the country. We are in 
a fix. So, we ask the Government to consider whether control should be 
exercised. But to my mind it is very necessary that there should be some 
sort of control. Otherwise the merchants will do anything and everything 
and they will charge whatever price they like for commodities. I can 
cite the case of Rangpur where sugar is not available at the present 
moment. What is the cause P Though there were huge stocks with mer- 
chants, sugar was not forthcoming and there was a police case. When 
hugar, was not available in the market, 40 bags of sugar, t.c., 80 maunds 
of sugar were detected by the police and brought before the police line. 
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But alter some time, after a few hours, those hags of sugar vanished from 
that place and where they went nobody knew. I would ask the Govern- 
ment to be very careful about all these things and to see that such things 
did not happen in the future. In Bangpur there is a Committee, but the 
Committee consists of men who have had a share in the spoil in tbese diffi- 
cult times. The Committee should be such as to enlist the sympathy of 
public men and philanthropists of the Province. The Bangpur district 
has not got surplus rice this year. When Bangpur was suffering from 
want of rice, rice was being exported to other districts through Hili and 
some other places. P'or this reason I would ask the Government to see 
that within the district the price is controlled and export somewhat modi- 
fied. But rice should not go from any district outside Bengal. Let me 
cite here one instance. To the district of Dinajpur we sent people to j)ur- 
chase rice. The merchants there asked a price of Bs. 10 per maund, 
though the control price w'as Bs. 8-8. The merchants in Dinajpur would 
not sell for anything less. Therefore some people bought rice at Bs. 10, 
some at Bs. 9 and some others came back not being able to purchase at that 
price as there was control price in Bangpur. Afterwards, Government 
themselves purchased rice at Bs. 10-10. How that is being done I do not 
know. I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to look into this 
matter. This is the difficulty we are experiencing and we ask the Govern- 
ment to be very careful in fixing the price of some commodities. It is 
somebody’s opinion that the control of rice should be withdrawn. I think 
that if the control on rice is withdrawn it would be bcttei in these difficuB 
times because the merchants are very adamant that if the control price is 
continued, they would not indent more rice than they are purchasing. If 
that is not possible, I think at least the price of rice should not be enforced. 

Alwut sugar, we sent people to purchase sugar from Setabgange where 
also the same difficulty at present exists. The millers asked for Bs. 4 
above the current price. We do not know how they could do it. We there- 
fore ask Government to see to it that the millers do not ask for more for 
their commodity. It is something like bribery that should be stopped. 
This is the situation and we strongly ask the Government to see that no 
export from this Province is allowed because Bengal has not got sufficient 
stocks of rice and other commodities this year. 

Mfa ANANDILAL POODARs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I r*se to sup- 
port the resolution now under consideration. We are too far advanced, at 
present, amidst the exigencies of the war to discuss any longer, the ad .usa- 
bility of the price control system, which as a measure of public necessity 
justifies in curbing the inflationary tendency of the prices of essential com- 
modities. The price control as a principle, justifies itself unquestionably to 
suppixiss the profiteering motives of the unscrupulous. Yet, it is such, a 
delicate and responsible task which ‘'without thoughtful planning and re- 
sourceful administration proves out to be of disastrous effects to the interests 
of the public. r 
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Sif) 1 not desire to bring forth a discussion of the merits and demerits 
of the system, but surely the inefficient, ill-planned method of its adminis- 
tration have kept the public on the tenterhooks of fear since its very incep- 
tion* As it has since become apparent to all of us, its administration, at 
the hands ^f the officers of our Government, has aggravated the misery of 
the public instead of tending to its weal. Very little care and thought 
have been imparted to the appreciation of the particular (conditions and 
special circumstances, of the Province, glaring ignorance of statistical 
knowledge of our own resources has been betrayed, farsightedness in plan- 
ning for transport and distribution and consumption have l)een banished 
by the administrators of the system in our Province, who in their docile 
way of playing to the tunes of the Central Government, have experimented 
rith the destinies of fifty-five millions of the populace of lieugal, which 
\ever confronted such a wanting condition before as that at present. 

Sir, the Government officers, in their exuberance of authority and in- 
difference to the real needs of the populace, have paused very little to consi- 
der their steps in a field of operation, which they had never previously 
moved in, 1 mean, controlling of markets, arranging lor supplies, catering 
for distribution, and all that without the co-operation of the producjers and 
merchants. It has been an instance like playing the Hamlet without the 
King of Denmark. Since the very principals, who should have been 
enrolled as volunteers for the administration of the system— 1 mean the 
producers and the merchants, have been 8US]>iciously and lukewarmly ke])t 
at arm’s length by our otticiers. Permit me to submit, Sir, that the whole 
cause of this melodrama lies in the despicable treatment, hurled upon the 
commercial community by the adventurous officers, firstly, by inventing 
certain economic formulas of their owm, and, secondly, by victimising the 
public eventually to wreak the penitence of their own folly. They have 
^et up Advisory Committees from among the merchant class to assist the 
Administrator, but which in fact have seldom been called upon to tender 
their advice, and hence to my mind it appears that these advisory Com- 
mittees which would otherwise have been considerably helpful in amelio- 
rating the situation, have been meant to serve as mere scapegoats. 

I need not impress upon you, Sir, that this system stands to-day frus- 
flfated and wrecked not on account of its inherent weakness as much as on 
account of its invidious administration. It is started from the wrong end 
and whereas for its efficiency and accomplishment it should have been in 
line with the see-saw of productive storage of procuration with distri- 
but^n and consumption it has drifted much awide. If the wholesale dis- 
y’ibutors could not replenish stock at prices which would not cover the dis- 
tribution cost, leaving profit aside, the system had to give in either to a 
complete breakdown or to a chaos. Very little heed has been paid to study 
this situation. I^et the stock position of the imported commodifies alone, 
Bengal is made to suffer to-day in th^ field of its own stajde products like 
lice, whose shortage has all along been denied. Gur administrators 
aaaayed^ surplus stock position so much so that they had to be anxious in 
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planning of denial of surplus stock to the enemy and to-day we observe 
that the boot is on the other leg. There is very little knowledge imparted 
to us about those stocks of paddy and rice which the Government stored as 
a denial policy, since, had we known anything about it, we could have 
suggested its wastage upon our starving millions instead of wailing for the 
eventful day when its only utility will be scorching. The tale of sugar and 
wheat is still more miserable to tell. 

Originality and invention of new tenets of price control have been more 
abundant in the minds of our administrators than the material whose 
prices are to be controlled by them, and you will find further that in the 
face of this scarcity of materials our officers have further come forward with 
the complicated system of Permits and Passes as if they would not rest 
content with whatever little is made available to us through the normal 
channel of trade. 

The situation at present is such, Sir, that while the Government might 
quite succeed in bringing abundance to us after some time but if the present 
is not served, many of us may not probably exist to express their gratitude 
to them. 

The permit system has been so much ill-conceived and so precipitatedly 
brought out that a good stock of materials has to wait for quite a good 
time to reach the consumers since it is made to suffer as many forma- 
lities and regularities as a Real Estate transfer. 

It is high time, Sir, that without any further experimentation at the, 
hands of these ingenuous officers we should be busily harnessing the co-opera- 
tion of the commercial community in administering the system in a prac- 
tical, efficient and break-proof manner. 

I apprehend, Sir, that if immediate measures to amend our follies a**d 
resuscitate trade on its own convenience are not adopted, the pity of the inter- 
nal situation of the country will be much intensified bringing in its trail such 
serious consequences as are heir to adamancy and inflexibility. 

Tht Hon’blt Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Sir, in the absence 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department I have been asked to 
reply to the debate. 

Now, Sir, the motion moved refers to two important points in ct^nnectioi 
with price control and supply of essential foodstuffs and other essential 
commodities, vix., first of all, that the control should be enercised in 
consultation with the representatives of trade, production and consumers; 
and, secondly, that the system of issuing permits to traders, dealer8> and 
other agencies should be at once discontinued all over the province. So fnr 
as the first proposition is concerned, via., that the control should be exercised 
in consultation with representatives of trades, production and consumers, 
obviously that proposition is one which is acceptable to Government fud 
also to all sides of the House, In f4ct. Sir, whatever Government had tried 
to do during the last one year has been in consultation with representatives 
of trades and of production. So far as the consumers are concern '^d, there 
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at#' no such recognised bodies which represent the interests of consumers 
of all classes and conditions of people. So far as the members of the 
Assembly or of the Council are concerned, 1 believe they can be said to be 
representatives of consumers and also Government may be described as 
represenfetfves of consumers as well. So far as the question of issue of 
permits is concerned, we have noted, Sir, the various allegations which have 
been made that there are misgivings in the minds of the memlHjrs of the 
House that issuing of permits in different parts of the Province has not been 
in strict accordance with the requirements of the districts concerned. It is 
not obviously possible that Government should accept the recommendation 
that the system of permits should be altogether discontinued. At the same 
time Government will certainly see to it that permits, where they are to be 
issued, are conditioned 1>\ rules and regulations, wliich will make it 
impossible for the persons issuing permits either to exercise any favouritism 
or be influenced by any other consideration whi(;h may not l>e in the interest 
of the people at large. 

Now, Sir, this leads me on to consideration of the entire problem. This 
question of supply of foodstuff and price control is one of considerable 
magnitude and presents difficulties which are well known to the members 
supporting the Government as also to the Opposition. As has l)een pointed 
out in the statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, Bengal is in 
this unfortunate position, the reasons we need not stop to explore to-day, 
that barring rice, in respect of other essential commodities, we have to 
depend on other parts of India. Now, so far as the general question of 
price control is concerned, obviously price control, unless it is definitely 
correlated to supply, is worse than useless. Government can fix prices but if 
it cannot properly control supplies, well, economic considerations will apply 
atid price control may not be of any assistance at all. Now, Sir, if we just 
look for a moment to the essential foodstuffs other than rice, we can cite as 
an illustration the question of supply of salt. Now, as the House is aware, 
a few months ago the Province was faced with a very serious situation so 
far as salt was concerned. Government fixed the prices: the prices were 
altered from time to time: but the position was not improved until the 
provincial Government could, in consultation with the Government of India, 
amnge for bringing salt into this Province in much larger quantities than 
i^mat was possible previously. With regard to salt there are about seven 
factories in this Province and only about 2b, 000 maunds of salt are 
produced V the seven factories which mean one day’s consumption for the 
whole of the Province. Then there is some salt which is manufactured in 
acboidance with the terms of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact in coastal areas, and 
tV total quantity of that salt comes up to ten lakhs of maunds per year 
whereas the total consumption for the entire Province comes to 80 lakhs 
of maunds of salt. Now, Sir, Government did not sleep over this question 
of salt. We discussed about it, some of the Ministers went up to Delhi 
where we discussed the matter with the Government of India. I need not 
trouble the House with details but arrangements have been made for 
bringing^ salt by ships so long as Calcutta port remains open, and if 
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unfortunately there are developments which make it impossible for the 
Calcutta port to receive ships, then, of course, other arrangements will have 
to be made. Now, so far as the manufacture of salt within the Province is 
concerned, there also we have disoussed the matter with the Government of 
India and plans are now ready with the full concurrence of the Government 
of India which will enable Bengal to produce larger quantities of sall^from 
the coastal areas and it is assumed that we may be able to produce extra ten 
to 12 lakhs of maunds of salt for next year’s consumption. But even here 
let me warn the house that unless we succeed in getting salt from other 
parts of India it will give us a total of 22 lakhs of maunds of salt whereas 
our annual consumption comes to 80 lakhs of maunds. 

Now, Sir, look at sugar. So far as sugar is concerned, there again we 
are dependent, if not entirely, almost entirely on Bihar and the United 
Provinces. The Government of India has allotted sugar to Bengal but there 
is the question of transport. Here in order to assure the House that the 
Provincial Government has done all it could possibly do I would tell you 
that we have been in communication with India Government and arrange- 
ments have been made to get sugar into the Province during this interim 
period to the extent of 2,800 tons. This is, of course, quite apart from the 
other allotment w'hich comes to about lakhs maunds every month which 
remains undistributed. The transport difficulties, the question of priority 
and so forth are there. These transport difficulties have been accentuated 
by the present disturbed conditions in the adjoining provinces of Bihar and 
the United Provinces which made transport more difficult, but we have 
received information in the course of the last few’ days tlmt just as goods 
trains have started again moving into this Province so also other arrange- 
ments have been made with steamer companies and between the two, the 
trains and the steamer companies, acting together it is hoped that we shall 
have at any rate such quantity of sugar coming into the Province which will 
save us from a crisis. 

Sir, I need not multiply instances but the same serious position faces 
us with regard to mustard seeds and dal. It is a misfortune on the part 
of the Province that with regard to almost all the essential commodities 
we have to depend on supplies coming from other Provinces. 

Now’, let me turn for a few moments to the question of rice. This is a 
problem which has certainly assumed serious proportions and Goxemraeiri, 
is trying to solve the matter to the best of its ability. Here, Sir, let me 
make an appeal, particularly to the Opposition. So far as the (juestion of 
food supply and price control is concerned, let us not make this problem a 
party question at all. After all the Opposition also requires food if ^ the 
Opposition is to be kept alive and kicking and people outside this Assembly 
have to be kept alive and the responsibility for keeping them alive rests as 
much on the members supporting the Government as on the members 
belonging to the Opposition, and, Sir, I would make this appeal to the 
members of the Opposition that in tlie solution of this very difficult task 
let us put our beads together. I need not disclose here before the House 
how during the last few days with regard to one important aspect of this 
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pxioblem we have not been able to reach a decision yet but we have been 
im consultation with the leaders of the Opposition as also representatives 
of other interests. It is only by such a process of mutual consultation, 
leaving: aside points on which we may agree to differ and differ violently, 
that GoteAment may hope to solve this very difficult task with which it is 
confnonted. 

With regard to rice,' Sir, the figures which were supplied by the 
Agriculture Department for the year that is now about to close go to show 
that Bengal would have surplus rice to the extent of ti to 4 lakhs of tons 
which come to more than a crore of inaunds of rice. I know, Sir, that it 
will be asserted that those figures are not dependable. Obviously I am not 
here saying that the figures are absolutely dependable but there are certain 
methods of calculation which have been pursued in the past, year in and 
year out, and more or less those figures have not proved violently incorrei*t. 
But this year, although the year is not out, we are fa(‘.ed with a problem 
which certainly gives an impression everywhere that there has l)een a 
shortage of rice in the Pr(»vince. Now, people say that rice has not come 
from Burma; that is true; and also there was a heavy export of rice from 
Bengal during the first few months of the year 1942 ; that is also true ; but 
taking all those facts into our calculation we cannot help feeling that unless 
something ha,s gone wrong somewhere in a manner which is not imaginable 
there must be surplus rice available in the Province. What are the factors 
which have been in operation during the last few months P You remember, 
^ir, in February-March when the war situation took a very serious turn 
and there was panic and const<*rnation everywhere Government itself advised 
that people should keep about two months’ food supply in stock. There has 
been a natural tendency for people to keep rice not for the purpose of 
profiteering but fo/mere self-defence. There has also been a tendency to 
hoard rice on the part of people who might be anxious to do a little 
profiteering. There have lieen reports current that the Bengal Government 
has permitted large stocks of rice to go out of Bengal — Ceylon or Middle 
East or Bihar or places like that. This is an important aspect of the 
problem which I must deal with. 

Now’, Sir, let us face the situation from this point of view. As I have 
just tried to explain with regard to many essential commodities we have to 
dif|>end op supplies coming from other Provinces of India. Bengal does not 
Inerely for the fun of it wish to see rice going out of the Province and her 
own people suffering on that aiaount. But if we do expect that the rest of 
India will* come to our rescue for the purpose of supplying essential food- 
stuffs, if we do expect that the Government of India will use its force and 
authority to send out such foodstuffs for the use of the people of Bengal, 
we cannot simply shut our eyes and say “'We shall not allow anything to 
go outside this Province”. 

The House will agree that there must be a rational adjuatment and we 
must look upon India as a whole witiwut of course ignoring the rightful 
add just claims of Bengal. Let me say, Sir, here that the total quantity 
of rice ^uring the next three months, before the new rice would be 
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aTAilable, wkick the Goyeiimieat of India would like to §ee requisitioned 
from the Province comes to about 35,000 tons. This 35,000 tons represents 
pn a rough calculation about two days^ food for the entire Province. The 
Government of India has not yet requisitioned under the Defence of India 
Buies but has suggested that in order to enable the Government bf India to 
see that other things are properly supplied to this Province it expecte that 
the Province of Bengal will respond generously ^ith regard to the supply 
of rice up to a maximum of that amount. 

Now, Sir, let me assure the House here that up till now we have not 
done anything which will be prejudicial to the interests of the people of 
this Province and we have not definitely committed ourselves to any 
particular figure. But the House will agree that some assurance has to be 
given to the Government of India that taking all things into consideration 
the Government of Bengal with the full concurrence of the Legislature will 
not hesitate to help other Provinces or other parts of India provided there is 
proper quid pro quo. 

Now, we have been trying to obtain figures and statistics from different 
parts of the Province. Circulars have been sent out, but frankly speaking 
we have not been satisfied with the replies we have received up till now. 
Let us look at the problem from the practical point of view. We expect the 
new rice to be available, say, some time in December; in other words, what 
we have to see to is this: we must somehow carry on during the next two 
months. There are certain obligations which Government has to face. 
There have been allegations in the Province and also some members have*" 
aaid that the Government of Bengal has been overgenerous to the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce. Let me say what actually has been done. We have 
not supplied any rice or foodstuffs to the members of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce. Government has a certain responsibility with regard to thb 
labourers in the industrial areas, particularly in respect of those concerns 
which are engaged in production of commodities required on account of the 
war. Now, all that we said was this, and this was an offer not to the 
Bengal Chamber of Commer alone; it was an offer which was made to the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Chamber of Commerce, that 
for the purpose of keeping these labourers in some sort of satisfaction 
Government will be prepared to supply rice up to 50,000 maund/T a weA. 
for one month for their use. Certain other commodities have been supplied, 
but that is on the basis of replacement and here too this very, offer has 
helped to stabilise conditions. In other words the actual demand made on 
the Government has not come up to 50,000 maunds. These partioullLr 
associations which are responsible for the control of these factories an.i 
other industrial concerns have been able to obtain rice from the market, 
but the assurance of the Government is there that in case there is an 
emergency Government will see to it that there is no deadlock, so far as 
work in these industrial areas is concerned until new rice will be available. 
Similarly, Sir, I do hold this view very very strongly that Government 
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QaTemment may prepare. The scheme which Government has prepared 
and will prepare must be such as will enable the trade to receive larg:e 
quantities of supply and Government will see to it that the rules which will 

framed will permit such commodities to be sold at reasonable prices < 
There ma^p be certain sections of people whom Government may have to 
thinly about — for instance, as I said just now, about those engaged in 
industrial concerns. There may be others who are regarded as belonging to 
the essential services. For instance, we have seen that some supply is 
available to the sweepers and scavengers and other workers under the 
Calcutta Corporation. The scheme of opening about 70 shops in Calcutta 
which now’ consume about 2,500 maunds of rice a day just enables the 
poorer people in the city to receive some quantity of rice per day. Now, 
Sir, this scheme, before it was launched, w’as criticised by many people 
and it was said that it could never be a success. Of course, it has not been a 
success to the extent that we have been able to solve the problem of scarcity 
of rice in the city. True; but, at the same time, it has helped to allay 
panic considerably, and if honourable members will go and pay a visit to 
the shops which have been opened under the authority of Government, 
members will see the long queue formed and the readiness with which the 
poorer classes of people go there and get something to keep them going. 

Now. this brings me, Sir, to the amount of rice which we have in stock. 
The total quantity of rice has come up to about 9 or 10 lakhs of maunds 
including both rice and paddy. Now, Sir, obviously that is a very small 
quantity for the total quantity required. Questions have been asked why 
this rice is not released for ordinary consumption. I hope, Sir, that it will 
be possible for Government to add to this stock and this stock will be avail- 
able to meet any crisis that may arise in the course of the next two months. 
It is a small stock I admit. Steps are being taken and I hope will be 
taken more vigorously in the course of the next two months which will 
enable Government to increase the stock, so that the poorer classes of 
people may be helped if a crisis really comes before the new rice will l)e 
available in the market. 

One important consideration which, I believe, Government has tried to 
follow and which any Government must follow is that Government must 
permit the ordinary trade channels to function. When Government feels 
oCnvincq^ that the trade channels have broken doum, that those trade 
^channels are not observing the ordinary rules which Government considers 
in the general economic interests of the Province should be observed, it is 
only then* that Government should intervene direc tly. That has been the 
policy of Government and that will be the policy of Government in future. 

g So far as the criticism levelled against the department goes, I admit, 
Sir, that the department has almost broken down under the pressure, very 
great pressure which came upon it as the problem assumed most serious 
proportion. But as the House is aware, the whole department has been 
re-organised. One serious objection which was brought to our notice every 
tune was that the office was located in Writers^ Buildings, the Bengal 
Secretaqjat, and the system of passes and so forth made it impossible for 
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persana belonging to tbe trade or ordinary individuals to go and meet officers 
and ask for information or redress if they would like to do so. The entire 
office is being removed from the Bengal Secretariat and taken to Hare Street 
from, I believe, next week, and what is being done is that there is one officer 
appointed for Calcutta alone. The Director of Supplies will be \heire. He 
will remain in charge of the entire Province. The District Officers, have 
been asked to see to it that some officers are placed entirely in charge of 
the price problem. Committees have been set up and will be set up more 
vigorously so that Government and the District Officers may always ascertain 
the viewpoints of the representatives of trade and also representatives of the 
public. I do hope, Sir, that when such Committees will be formed, it will 
be possible for us, for the members of the Legislature, no matter whether 
they belong to the Government party or to the Opposition, to sit together 
in these Committees and help themselves and also help the local officials to 
see to it that the scheme of price control and supply is properly adhered to. 

I now come to the charges of corruption, favouritism and so forth. I 
was not present on the day when my friend Mr. SuhraMardy, who has now 
attained the reputation of making statements which have nothing to do with 
truth, said something about me, namely, that I asked some commodities 
to be supplied to some Secretaries belonging to the Hindu Mahasabha. 
Sir, a greater libel could not have been uttered on the floor of this House. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Even if the statement I made is not 
founded on fact what does it matter? Afler all, I can speak only fromx 
information. I am prepared to withdraw it. But will the Hon’ble 
Minister here on the floor of the House deny that he has issued permits 
from time to time? 

Thi Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: I have not issued 
any permits at all. It is not my business to do so. But what I have done 
in one or two crises — and I think that is part of the policy which every 
Gfovernment should adopt — is that whatever permits are issued should be 
issued to a group of traders who come forward to take the responsibility for 
fhe essential foodstuffs through the channels of trade for the 
beneflt of the public as a whole, and I think that is the c<irrect principle 
that should l>e pursue<l by any Government which may remain in offic^. 
(Mr. H. S. SuHRAWAUDY : Even if he is a hardware merchant!) No, not 
to a hardware merchont. Sir, I do not know who are the informants of 
Mr. Suhrawardy now. If Mr. Suhrawardy with his unlimiteci personal 
experience can give me some information as to how corruption is actually 
resorted to, then I shall cerUiinly see that such methods are not applied so 
long as the presenl Ministry is in power. 

Sir, I need not dwell on this point any further. But, Sir, what I do say 
is that after all the main question is one of supply and when supply goes 
down there is a natural tendency to* indulge in profiteering which is bad. 
If there is any charge of corruption anywhere, if there is any charge of 
favouritism which has led to a situation inconsistent with the int^fests of 
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tlb# public at large, let that allegation be made to the Government. I shall 
say this on behalf of the Government, not on my personal behalf, that 
OoTemtnent is as anxious as the Opposition to see to it that there is no 
corruption and that there is no charge of favouritism so far os the adminis- 
tration <ff this very important Department is concerned. 

• 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: L et the Finance Minister examine the 
case 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: T^et us not go into 
that now. I siiy it in good spirit and let there be a response from the 
Opposition. After all, tlie trouble about my friend is this tluvt he always 
likes to look at things from the prism of his own mind. Fnless I send him 
to a mental hospital, I can never set him right. 

The point is this that this is tar ^^M) serious a matter to he trifled with 
and it has to be tackled if Ileiigal is to lie saved. We are ttUking about 
political disturbances and if we fail in this scheme of keeping the masses 
satisfied — not to the extent which they would claim under normal circum- 
stances but to the extent which an ordinar>' human i)€jng Ikis a right to 
claim — if we fail to do that, there will be a collapse of the administration. 
It is essential — it is no use indulging in mutual recriminations — that we must 
put our heads together. W’^e luive done our best. There might have been 
faults here and there. If there have been faults, let u.s forget tliose faults, 
^et us go ahead with the new scheme, with the new organisation, only a 
brief outline of uhich 1 have placed before the House, and if there are any 
constructive suggestions made from any quarter, inside or outside this 
House — mere destructive criticisms will not do, the problems are there end 
only the fringe is touched — I can give an assurance on behalf of (ioverument 
that we shall always deem it our duty to depend on such willing co-operation 
as would be extended to us on behalf of the members of the Legislature 
and on behalf of the public outside. 

With these words, I hope that the honourable member will withdraw hie 
resolution. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN • Do the Government believe that large stocks 
of rice h^ve gone underground and if so what are the Government doing about 
that P * 

Thi HM'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: I am glad tliat my 
honourable friend lias raised this question. So far as that question is oon- 
toenl^, no one can answer it definitely. But we do feel that a considerable 
(fUantity of rice has gone underground. We have issued instructions to 
District Oflfioers and steps have been taken and are being taken. What those 
steps are my honourable friend will not expect me to disclose here. How 
can these stocks be discovered ? On ^that point, if persons coming from 
4jf!erent parts of Bengal, belonging to all sides of the House, can give us 
some information — after all they kzMW these things more than we who are 
sitting here in Calcutta do because thev come in contact with District 
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Officers and they mix with people — ^if they can give ns some information as 
to where Government can get some idea of that huge stock, Government 
will not hesitate to do anything that lies in their power to recover th^t stock 
and place it at the disposal of the public at large. 

« •> 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: There is one question about which 
I am disturbed and which the Hon’ble Minister may be pleased to explain, 
viz., the possibility of transportation of sugar by waterways from the United 
Provinces and Bihar to Bengal. Are there any methods available even after 
the denial policy? 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 may tell Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi and my friend who was talking to him — I wonH call him 
his mentor — that we have just received information that arrangements have 
been made with Steamer Companies for bringing sugar into Bengal. 

8ree]ift NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my resolution. 

Nawab MU8HARRUPF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If you want to put a question I can allow 
you. I cannot allow you to make any speech. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFP H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I had no 
intention of taking any part in this debate. But things have come to such 
a pass that unless I am frank and tell my friends what can be done for 
improving the prospects of agriculture and solving the difficulties that have 

arisen in the province I think I shall be failing in my duty 

« 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is he entitled to 
make a speech at this stage? 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You are correct. I was also going to say 
the same thing. Nawab Sahib, you are permitted to put a question. I 
cannot allow you to make a speech at this stage. 

Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: ^ 

tell you is this 

Mr. DEPUTY fPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow you to make aify 
speech at this stage. 

The motion of Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta, that this Assembly is of 
opinion that control over prices of foodstuffs, piece-goods and other essen- 
tial commodities be exercised forthwith in consultation with the represen- 
tatives of trade, production and consumers; and facilities of public 
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(MM^eration in this matter be made more efiective and easier in urban as 
well as in rural areas, and the system of issuing permits to traders, dealers 
andi other agencies be at once discontinued all over the Province, so that 
there may be free flow of trade and commerce with consequent greater 
availability^of articles by consumers, was then by leave of the House 

withdrawn. 

« 

Price for Jute. 

• 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, after 
listening to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, who was speaking on behalf 
of his colleague in the Agricultural Department, my hope has gone down 
in this matter of relief for the cultivator of jute. The ple4i in the whole of 
his speech, and of the cuise he has put before us, Iwils down, in my 
estimation, to this that the control price of rice is Rs. 7-4 while it is actually 
selling all round at Rs. 9*8. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I know whether you have moved your 
resolution P 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I am sorry. Sir, I beg to move 
that “this Assembly is of the opinion that the Government has failed in iU 
duty to the cultivators of Bengal by not taking any steps to secure fair and 
reasonable prices for jute.“ 

In doing so I have to take the speech of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think there is some confusion. 1 want to 
know whether you are going to speak about rice or jute. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Jute, Sir. The appeal for oo* 
operation is responded to 100 per cent., provided the Government and its 
servants do not run away with the rights of the people of Bengal. He 
wants instances. I give him one name and I hope he will try to investigate 
and satisfy himself on the point. That name, Sir, is Kalidas Bose, or more 
familiarly. Kali Babu. If he sets this task to the secret service agents 
under the control of the Government of Bengal and tries to find out the 
activities of^this particular pest to the Cabinet, he will, perhaps, understand 
why the trading community, the merchant classes and the poor consumers 
ere so tembly upset. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister, in his speech the 
other day, referred to the Fatka market — his insinuation was understood — 
^bmt jLinfortunately the Fatka market is not the only market where Ministers 
Imve been known to operate. Sir, I have never done any business on the 
Fatka market nor have I si>erulated in gunnies or hessian. I have also no 
financial advisers of the type of one Devi Dutt Bhaliwal. I have no money 
in henami fixed deposits in local banks and therefore I cannot 

* TIm HOfi’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not follow wfiat my 
finend was saying. 
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Mr. ABOUR RAHMAK 8IODIQI: As I have asked the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to find out the activities of Mr. Kalidas Bose, I hope he 
irill note down this second name of Devi Dutt Bhaliwal also, and try to 
find out what his activities are and what is printed in black and white on a 
Tisiting card about these activities. He will then understetd * why the 
commercial community, not Muslim but Muslim, Hindu, Marwari, I^nglish 
and others, is in a state of terror. These Ministers cast their evil shadow 
on the markets of speculation, on markets which show upward* and downward 
tendencies from day to day. The Chief Minister, Sir, will bear me out that 
the Muslim Chamber of Commerce did its utmost to bring to his notice 
certain aspects of the jute trade. He was good enough to listen to us and 
he was pleased to see that in one year, — I am not absolutely certain about 
the figure — in one year alone the agriculturists in Bengal made from jute 
30 to 36 crores of rupees. But the votes in this House affected their position 
while the war made it worse. The representativee of agricultural classes 
and, particularly, the Krishah-Praja group thought that restriction of 
cultivation was not likely to be welcome to their constituents and the result 
was that Krishak-Praja representatives, not the J^arty, but those who claimed 
to speak in the name of the agriculturists, both in the Coalition Party of 
the old days and those in the Opposition, mined a magnificent scheme which 
the Government of the day had accepted and carried out and by which the 
price of jute had gone up high and had brought untold wealth to the culti- 
vators. The psychology of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Louder, please. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I think I speak so loudly that I may 
oven cause some annoyance to members. 

The psychology of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister, Sir, is like the weather. 
It is susceptible to sudden depressions and disturbances. At the behest of 
these so-oalled well-wishers of the cultivators the restriction on the cultivation 
of jute was not increased further. On the contrary this Government has 
actually increased the area under cultivation. And why? Because votes 
were more important than the prosperity of the cultivator. World markets 
bad become closed to us due to the War. Japan’s entry into it, and the 
depredations in the Bay of Bengal, closed not only those areas which Japrn 
had captured but they also interfered with our exports to North ahd South* 
America and other parts in the world still open to us. The normal require- 
ments of the mills are a known quantity — so much and not more. •These had 
dwindled down. Our exports were almost cut out. That wonderful baby of 
the British Exchequer, the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation, • wilb 
not take all our jute. How much can we send to Russia? How much caw 
we send to Iraq, Iran, Syria, Egypt, Turkey and other neutrals? The 
total of the maximum exports may come to 12 lakhs of bales. With that, 
Sir, was It wise to extend the acreage? It was a mad policy on the part 
of the .Government and of those who did not understand the commercial side 
of the matter, to increase cultivation at a time when all these markets were 
closed. It was madness of the highest order not to have taken action even 
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wImh Japan entered the war. I cannot understand how the Finance 
Miniiter’s speech for his absent colleague will ever be justified. In a way 
I am glad that the Hon’ble Minister>in-charge has been sent away on a 
Oovemment errand to Dacca, because the answer he gave the other day was 
not only •annoying but irritating, coming as it did from the most respon- 
sible ijerson in the Government — the man did not know what he was talking 
about: he did not know what the price of jute was. He said in reply, 
^‘somewhere between Rs. 3 and Rs. 6”. That is how onswers are given in 
this House. And if, in spite of that, if we say, with a full sense of respon- 
sibility, that the Government is going on wiong lines, it is certainly not 
criticism for criticism’s sake alone. I always try to speak from my heart 
and with conviction, sometimes rightly and sometimes perhaps wrongly, 
but I speak out what is in there. 

The Finance Minister asks us to cooperate. "We will, with all our heart 
and soul, provided Devi Dutts and Kali Ihibus are not allowed to interfere. 
Let us sit together. We all wi.sh well to the agriculturists. The ('hief 
Minister should have realised that 90 per cent, of the agriculturists are 
Mu.slims and we would not be true to ourselves if we did not look to their 
interests. Under the new dispensation even if the Chief Minister tries to 
do well, howsoever little it may be, to the Muslims he V)ecome.s mortally 
afraid that he will be called a coinmunalist, and this would, in his view, 
dry up the sources of benevolence and |w1ronage flowing from his new 
political guru. If that is his attitude, then woe to Bengal, woe to the 
uoor Muslim cultivators of Bengal! We are here, Sir, to beg of the 
liovernment to help us, to help the Muslims. The princij)le on which 
Government should base its policy should be to restrict cultivation in 
proportion with the figures of exports and of internal use and consumption. 
It is an easy problem. A committee of experts, of seven or eight, can sit 
together and fix the total. What actually has happened is that in spite of 
sand-bag orders, in spite of the a(!tivities of the United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation, orders have not increased. We are in the midst of a war in 
which the chance of increasing the export of jute is restricted until it is 
over. The obvious remedy i.s to restrict cultivation. In my speech on the 
Financial Statement in the Budget ses.sion I irapreH.sed upon the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to take up thi.s jiroblem seriously and 1 recpiested him to 
SH^tch off from jute to the j)roduction of food-grains. They are rn)W 
^houting,® “Grow More Food’*. I would be inclined to cry “Gr(»w More 
Wisdom”. I feel inclined to accuse the Government of having played false 
to the man^behind the plough. I ask what harm has he done and what crime 
has he committed to deserv'e such callous treatment? I want to shout and 
^ did one a million times greater than I could ever aspire to be, “0, 
l4>rd, forgive them for they know' not what they do”. They have done 
incalculable harm to the poor cultivator for which Allah alone will forgive 
them. Imagine, Sir, instead of sending a technical expert to Delhi, this 
wonderful Government of ours sent the ex-Principal of the Law College of 
Calcutta, to settle terms with the Government of India for the purchase of 
aurplus stocks of jute in Bengal. Have you heard of such a thing? Can 
you tole^te such a terrible mishandling of the situation? A communique 
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VM iMHed, but till to-day we have not been told what are the arrangemente 
under which the Government of India ie going to save Bengal. It is spend- 
ing crores and crores of rupees on war, but whether it will come out with 
large amounts of money to help us out of the difficulty is problematical. 
Yet, if the subventions expected from the Government of Ind^.a^e utilised 
properly, I feel that the situation can, even now, be taken in hand and 
improved considerably. 

The 1942-43 crop is expected to be about 125 lakhs of bales. To this if 
we add 10 lakhs of bales which are still with the trade and the cultivators 
and 35 lakhs of bales in the godowns of the mills, the total is 170 lakhs. 
On the other hand, consumption is expected to be about 50 lakhs of bales 
in the mills. Exports, as I have said, will be about 12 lakh-s of bales. 
What are you going to do with the huge surplus of 108 lakhs of bales P 

Let us also look at another aspect of the problem. The mills, as a rule, 
do not purchase when the poor cultivator wants to sell his jute. They wait, 
they wait and they wait. They buy when his back is almost broken. This 
year he has been able to hold out a bit longer because rice and other food- 
grains he had produced, brought him almost 100 per cent, profit, but that 
will not last long. The Pujahs and the two Eeds are coming. He will 
hffve to sell and by that time, expert opinion in the market feels, the price 
will be forced down to Rs. 3. That, Sir, is not an economic price. It does 
not fetch the cultivator what he has actually spent in producing one maund 
of jute. He is going to get Rs. 3 for his jute while rice in the villages is 
sold at about Rs. 8. This connotes famine, starvation and death. A remedy, 
will have to be found; a remedy must be found. What the Government 
has in its mind we do not know, but I hope and pray, that with the Govern- 
ment of India’s help, with local help, with appeals to mills and merchants 
and dalals something will be done to fix an economic price for this commodity 
and keep it at that level. In Brazil they burnt thousands of tons of coffee 
in order to create an economic level of price. Similarly the prices of wheat 
in ArgeAtine were kept at a particular level. If the gentlemen inside the 
Cabinet do not jxwsess sufficient ability or capacity to deal with this problem, 
I would beg the Cabinet to seek the co-operation of the trade and of the 
representatives of cultivators. I am sure when heads are put together we 
will be able to find a solution. God forbid, Bengal may become an actual 
war area or, our fears, on that score, may be wrong, but before the^ calamity 
is actually on us, we have got to carry on as best as we can.^ Therefore,^ 
Sir, I hope without any acrimonious discussion, the very humble request I 
have tried to make in my resolution will be acceptable to the Government. 
Let the Ministers concentrate their efforts on fixing a minimum price (or 
jute, say at Rs. 6 and if the mills try to force this price down, let them^ 
by hook or crook, purchase the surplus stock. 

Sir, we have heard of the scorched earth policy of denying to the enemy 
the benefit of the crops. In this war this Government, the so-called popular 
Government which, even if it does m>t represent the majority of the people 
of Bengal, all the same it is a Government of Indians, should sympathise 
with the cultivator and purchase his surplus stock at Bs. 6. Si^ rupeet 
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be the pivot round which the policy of the Ghivernment should turn. 
Let the Government be up and doing. There is no time for delay or 
eomplaoency. 

Mr. /. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I Listened with great 
attention to what the honourable member Mr. Siddiqui had to say on this 
all-important problem and because of the fact that he advised the House 
that through the advice given to the meiubers of his party, the agricul- 
turist was able to make 36 crores of rupees, 1 thought we would hear this 
morning something which would help us to solve and help the Government 
also to solve the present problem which is totally different from that which 
prevailed when the last Government was in power. He has Hj)oken this 
morning on the restriction policy and in speaking on the Cliief Minister’s 
statement the other day the honourable member for North Calcutta, Mr. 
Suhrawardy, also spoke strongly not only against the Government but 
against the trade for supporting the immsion for a ten-anna crop for this 
season. I hardly think that it is necessary for me to remind the House of 
the circumstances which prevailed when this decision was made. The mills 
were actually working GO hours a week. There was a good demand for raw 
jute not only from the United Kingdom but from the United States of 
America. The event of Japan’s coming into the war, however, put an 
entirely diflferent complexion on the whole situation. Japan came into the 
war in December, and it was not until May that the mills were compelled, 
^wing to the entirely different shipping, position, to reduce the working 

hours by ten per cent, and also to seal ten per cent, of the looms. 1 would 

like to point out to the House that the demand was good at that time. Mr. 
Siddiqi has made no mention, however, of what happened in May or of 
the steps which Government took to transport goods from this port to western 
ports for shipment overseas. 

With regard to the restriction of the crop, I understand that the idea 
of the Muslim Party is that the figures should have been fixed at some- 
thing like the lowest ba.sis, z.e., 6-anna crop. Mr. Siddiqi has given 

figures as 126 lakhs of bales whereas the final forecast is actually 90 lakhs 
of bales. He has given a figure of 50 lakhs of bales as being the curry 
fojward whereas the actual figure is 25 lakhs of bales. The estimated 
^consumption^ by the mills based on actual figures is G5 lakhs of bales and 
the estimated export demand is expected to be not less than 16 lakhs of 
bales. Tlys makes a total of 80 lakhs of bales which will }>e required this 
season. Had there been a 5-anna crop, it would only have been possible to 
the local demand which, I think meml>ers of this House will agree, 
wpuld have been an impossible position. The price of jute to-day in 
Calcutta is Rs. 9-8 for middles and Rs. G-8 for bottoms. After allowing 
for the txtra • charges caused by war risk insurance on jute stocks, etc., 
together with the increased cost of baling, the ratyai should be getting a 
price of not less than Rs. 6-8 per mauhd at baling centres where sliipping 
space is available and quality is reasonable. Tosta is realising at least 
Rb. 2 Ji)pTe to the raiyoX, The whole Question is crovern^d bv franannrt 
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Jh stations where freight is not available or is very scarce, it is a fact that 
the ndyat is having very great difficulty in disposing of his jute at any 
price. It must be fully realised by the members of this House that the 
position is that the- mills are anxious and desirous of buying jute, because 
there is no doubt that they are in need of it and I can tell the House that 
prices for ready delivery of jute are high and jute is taken up immediately. 
The fact is that merchants upcountry are unable to trade in many districts 
owing to the fact that their godowns are already full and therefore storage 
space is not available. It is not so much a question of the price to be paid 
to the raiyat as merchants being unable to buy jute until sufficient ship- 
ping space is made available to allow them to continue trading. 

Let us examine what the last Government did. Tliey bought 84 lakhs 
of bales of jute. If this Government can deliver the bales to the mills, 
they will buy them, but the whole question hinges (m transport, and you 
can deal in bales as you cannot in raw jute. Mills are in need of jute now. 

Sir, I fully sympathise, and we of this party would supiK)rt, any move 
which is made to secure a fair price to the raiyat in all districts and in 
keeping with prices that are being paid by the consumers. The whole 
question of transport is being tackled and it may he that the crop will take 
longer to reach Calcutta than would be the case in normal circumstances. 

I trust that Government will be supported by all right thinking people that 
every effort will be made to see that the raiyat is not forced to sell his jute 
at a discount because of lack of shipping facilities and the inability to 
store through lack of space and lack of financial resources to hold it. Th^ 
problem is difficuH and more difficult than any Government have been faced 
with before. Efforts should be made to tide over the period between har- 
vesting and shipment, and as 1 have said we of this party will do everything 
possible to help Government towards that end. 

MVi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have got 
to say something which will not be palatable to the members of the Oppo- 
sition (cries of “Ha, ha” from the Ojqwsition benches) who instead of 
giving a statement of tacts have indulged in j)er8onal vilification and have 
described that the policy that this Government enunciated with regard to 
jute is a mad policy. Sir, madness is a virtue which mad people them- 
selves cannot understand and it is because of that very fact that eyen when 
hundreds of mad people are ctujfined in one i)articular house, they cannot 
combine and they cannot come out of their house by assaulting two on 
three warders. Sir, this is the virtue of mad people and in their own 
reflei’tion they find everything mad, policy mad, country mad, surroundings 
mad, everything mad. Sir, intoxicated with madness of personal vilh^- 
cation when one honourable member of the Gpjmsition describes others in 
terms which are not gentle and polite, one has got to say regarding thia 
matter, one has got to mention the state of things as has been depicted by 
him. The honourable member representing the Muslim Chamber of Com- 
merce conveniMltly forgets that learning is not the monopoly of his Cham- 
ber only, there might be professors, there might be other businossm^, there 
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might he other traders who can equally claim that they have got the com- 
petent knowledge. When the honourable member descriWs that the e.r- 
Principal of some liuw College was deputed for certain puiTposes to give 
data to discuss the question of jute he forgets that besides him tliere might 
be professorj, there might be traders, there miglit be lawyers, there might 
be journalists equally conversant with the situation and can give their 
opinion and can come to a satist'actory conclusion . 


Ttl0 Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May 1 make au 
enquiry from my friend Mr. Ghose? 1 was not present here when my 
friend Mr. Siddiqi made a reference to me, and said that I had been to 
Delhi to discuss the jute problem. I may say that this is not correct. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the honourable member dej)iete(I 
the policy of this Government as a mad policy on the ground that ten- 
anna acreage was fixed by this Government in view of this critical situa- 
tion. Ifut may 1 know from the liouourahle member who 1 see is absent 
and conveniently absent to avoid all these unpleasant remarks who fixed 
up this teii-aunu acreage What is his naiiM*^ Who is that Minister and 
under what circumstances he fixed uj) It) annas ^ Is it not a fact that 
Mr. Suhrawardy, the tiien Hou’blc Minister in <-haige of Jiubour and (kmi- 
merce, fixed that teu-unua aereagel^ 11 that is madness, \Gio is that mad 
gentleman!'' Find him out and ask these questions of him. (A voiCK: 

e is Mr. Isjiahani.; 1 don’t think that Mr. Ispahani is a good sulxjti- 
tute for Mr. Abdur Itahman Siddiqi. Then the honourable member 
l)ecomes a great follower of Islam and says “J^et Allah forgive those who 
fixed up this ten-aima acreage to the detriment of the peasantry”. Let Mr. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi pra\ with folded hands lo Allah to save the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy from the great crime that he committed by fix- 
ing that acreage. Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi,^ 
if I may be permitted to say so, are the concave and convex parts of the 
same mirror. 1 think that if Allah is to forgive anybody, He should for- 
give the e.c-Honourable Mr. Suhrawardy. 


^Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have so far said not a single word 
^bout jute. ,, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May 1 rise on a point of order 1^ 
Can the honourable member use the word “e^vHon’ble” in respect of 
• member of this House P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; The word “Hon^ble” can be said of any 
member of this House. 


• Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: There cannot be any **e^Hon’ble’’ 

Sir. 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER! He said ‘WHon’ble Minister”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQl! “£«-Hon’ble” it cannot be. It 
should be eavMinister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He meant cavMinister. 

Mr> ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: After a few minutes time my esteemed 
friend Mr. Abdur liahman Siddiqi has removed his blindness of facts. I 
do not say . 

TIM Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What about juteP To-day is 
Jb'riday and we cannot have a prolonged sitting. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 am coming to jute. I have dealt 
with the policy so far to show whether there has been a mad policy or sane 
policy. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Will you kindly finish your speech in 
three minutes P 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; I won't take more than three 
minutes. 1 find that my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi has been free^ * 
from the blindness of facts and has come to realise that certain things were 
committed by certain members and for these things he cannot legitimately 
•and fairly make other people responsible. If anybody was responsible, I 
would like to say that it was Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Let me now, Sir, come to the facts. The jute problem has been facing 
this Province for a fairly long time. The Indian National Congress did 
its very best by pamphlets and other propaganda to ask the peasantry to 
reduce the area of cultivation to some extent. But ultimately it did not 
meet with success. The last Government, I must honestly say with a good 
motive — I don’t mind whether they succeeded or failed — reduced the culti- 
vation of jute by so many measures known to this House. I aip comihg 
to the present Government. This Government had some communication'*' 
with the Government of India who gave them an assurance that if this 
excess jute was cultivated they would come to the rescue of the Ministry 
and that they would purchase some quantity and, if I am informed rightly, 
it w’as said that some quantity w'ould be required by the American Goverp- ' 
ment and it w as .because of this consideration that jute cultivation was 
indulged in to some extent and that indulgence was right and just under 
the then circumstances. Now, Sir, we are no less anxious to preserve the 
rights und privileges and financial position of the peasantry of Bengal so 
far as juls cultivators are concerned. We have discussed this matter 
thoroughly and we are trying our best to look into the interesh* of the 
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)K»68antry are now faced with this problem. We ii]»[)(n] to (toveru- 
ment to take the necessary steps so that the (lovernment of Jiuiia in (o 
operation with the Government of Bengal may come to the rescue of the 
peasantiT and purchase the jute from the cultivators and thus save them 
fnini theiV sufferings. 


Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 1 am not one 

of those who cun indulge in the pursuit of telling others that they are res- 
ponsible for all the wrongs done in the past. I hnd that the problem has 
arisen in this country for which a solution must be louiid. Government 
ought to hnd a solution. My friend Mr. Walker has stated tliat the trans- 
port difficulty is responsible for the reduction in price. There has been a 
reduction in price. Jute is selling in the countryside at the ratt‘ 4)f Us. d-8 
to Us. 5. It is not a price which may be considered eeonomical. Unless 
\ou eun devise a sebeme by wbieli they can get a highei* price for their 
jute, you will plunge the country into a disaster, the depth of uhieh will 
lie difficult to describe. The countryside is full ot rumours and miseliief- 
niongers are utilising them for their own ends, (iovernment should come 
forward with a scheme to iniTease the price of jute anyhow. It is for the 
(Government and not for individual members to dc that. My suggestion 
is that for the next year we should fix just to-da\ . nou and h»'r(‘. the per- 
centage of acreage lor jute, aud 1 suggest that you should not allow more 
than thiee annus of the average jute land to be eiiltivuted with jute next 
^^ar. if such a decision is announced just now and here that only three 
annas of jute land will be cultivated next year, then in spite of all tlie idle 
talks here 1 am sure the cultivator will be able to demand the highest 
price for his conimodity. 1 am personally certain that this will he the 
case but what is now required is a little bit of laddness ou the part of the 
Ministry in shaping their future policy about jute. If the (iovernnient is 
prepared to pursue such a course, then not only will they earn the grati- 
tude of millions of our countrymen but they will also find the land flooded 
with money. But on the other hand if the Government fails to adopt such 
a course, then they w ill by their action bring almut such disorder and dis- 
*ruption in the country that they will not be able to stoj) it yvith the helj> 
of ail the forces, civil and military, w'hieh are at their disposal. And uho\e 
»« the re*spolisibility for bringing about that disorder and disruption in 
the country will ultimately fall ou their heads. Therefore, Sir, once again 
1 appeal to* the Government that they should just now and here announce 
that next year not more than three annas of jute land will Ihj cultivated with 
.j«tS. * . 


^ Mf^ TAMIZUMIIII KHAN* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 shall begin 
with a question. It is this: has this Government realised the seriousness 
of the situation that has arisen on account of this abnormal fail in the 
pribe of juteJ' Government must answer the question in the affirmative 
but I wodd submit that the way in which the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
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is treating not only this question hut this House as well is an index of the 
answer that the Government should give to this question. The Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, who is in charge of the Department, has gone 
to Dacca on an important business of State. I fail to understand, Sir, 
what other business could be more important to a Minister of ‘Government 
than the question of jute which we are now di8< usKing on the hoor pf this 
House. I think that shows the apathy and callousness with which not 
only the Nawab Bahadur but the whole Government is treating this 
question. A question has been asked who was responsible for fixing the 
acreage for jute this year. No one can deny that it is overprt>duction that 
has brought about this serious situation. Now, Mr. Ghose will fix the 
responsibility on the previous Goveninient because admittedly the previous 
Government fixed the quota of ten annas — no member of the previous 
Government will ever deny that, rather they have ]mblicly avowed it. 
But immediately after the previous Governnjent resigned, Japan came 
into the war; when the previous Government had fixe<l that quota, Japan 
was neutral. As soon as Japan entered the war. the whole aspect of the 
situation was alteie<l, but the present Government assumed the nde of 
wuverers when a serious situation was staring them in the face. Then after 
sleeping for some time they woke uj) and ran to Delhi. There, they say, 
they got a promise from the Government of India to ])urehase jute. They 
probably consulted the Government of India about the reduction of the 
quota but they were no mutch for the Government of India and therefore 
they could not reduce the ipiota. What did the Goveniment do then? 
The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur in rejdy to a (luestion the idher day saftf * 
that they advised the people to restrict .sowing voluntarily and not to sow 
ten annas as had already been decided by Government. Now\ Sir, the 
whole country knows, all members of the House know' that the scheme of 
voluntary restriction latterly had absolutely failed. Even as late as 1942, 
did the Nawub Bahadur, or did Government as a whole, or did for the 
matter of that the supporters of the present Goveniment ever think that 
the cultivators would listen to this pious advice of the Government of 

Bengal to reduce the quota by voluntary restriction? That was where 

the present Government faile<l. If the Government actually realised the 
situation they would have re<luced the quota to 4 annas and if that was 
done this ]>rcsent situation would not have arisen. Therefore, it is not 
the previous Government on wJiose head you can fix the i^^esp^^nsibility. 
The responsibility must be accepted by the present Government. 

Then, Sir, we felt seemingly assured when we were told that the 
Government of India had given them a pnmiise that if difficulties arose 
they would come to their rescue and would provide money for purchase*' qf 
jute. That was good so far as it stood, but what have the Government 
hitherto done regarding the matter. They have done nothing whatso- 
ever to induce the Goverument of India, to give them money for the . 
purchase of jute. Now, Sir, we hear that some of the Hon’ble Ministers 

eore contemplating to go to Delhi. • This is the way how our Government 

aot. They have acted in the same way so far as the important problem 
#f food is concerned. When the House is already burnt they calling 
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the fire brigade. They are behaving in the same way. It is now tlie end 
of September. Even if a scheme of purchase materialises when can they 
give effect to that. They will go io Delhi; tliey will come back fixjim 
Delhi and then they will mature their s<*heine, and T am sure, Sir, before 
the end pf .October or the !>eginning of Xovembt^r they i-aunot begin to 
purch^. If that is so, do the honourable inemWrs, do the members of 
the Progressive Coalition Party, believe that by that time our cultivatora 
will have much jute in their hands? This is the wav hou the Oovernment 
have been acting. 

Now, as to overfncKl notion, there can be n(» doubt whatsoever in the 
mind of at least that section of the House which is constituted of the 
Indian members— thoiigli the white members think that the prodiu'tion is 
commensurate with the deinand and the only difficulty is transport 
difficulty 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of 
order, Sir. Are the members of this House to be divided into two cute, 
gories — black and white? 

TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* My honourable friend is amongst the 

whites. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: The description should be pink. Sir, not white. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Then, Sir, that there is ovtuproduciioii, 
^tkere can be no doubt about that. Even, though the situation is hoptdosa, 
can we do anything? It is somewhat reassuring to fiml that the Progres- 
sive Coalition PaHy have taken \ip the (luestion. Tin* Progressive 
Coalition Party w’oubl have no chance if there w’as n(» sitting of the 
Legislature, and 1 would submit that if (b»veninmTi1 w'ere wis«* enough tu 
call the Monsoon Session ot the Legislatuie the Progressive C»»alitiou Party 
would have taken up the (juestion earlier and the situation that has arisen 
might have to a certain extent l)een averted. Un fort unuUdv that was not 
done. Even late as it is they seem to have recommended that a minimum 
price should be fixed and that Government should launch upon a sebeme 
, of purchase. I congratulate those members who have made this recom- 
mendation but I shall congratulate them finally when we see tliey havo 
bein able to induce the Government to ai*t up U* their recommeudationa. 
•Now, Sir, tt5oug‘h it is late I would suggest that Government should at 
once launch upon a scheme of purchase but that purchase should not be 
confined to the city of Calcutta. If they want to purchase as we did 
piyviouely in Calcutta that will be of no efft^t whatsoever. This is an 
► ftnpdHant aspect of the question and no purchase in (’alciitta could solve 
tlfe situation because admittedly there are transport difficulties. There it 
no doub^ about that and there is hardly any excese jute in Calcutta to be 
purchase<l. If the Government actually want to help tin* cutivators they 
must launch upon a scheme of purchase to be made in the mufassal 
districts. If they do not punhase there the whole scheme will he 
ineffective. 
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Now, Sir, I hope that the Government which count upon and rely upon 
the support of the Coalition Party will listen to their recommendations and 
will also fix a minimum price as has been recommended by them. But 
•imply minimum price will not solve the problem and they must launch 
upon an extensive scheme of purchase. 

Then, Sir, 1 would also submit that there is something in what my 
honourable friend Nawab Musliarrat Hossain has said. He has said that 
Government should just now announce that so far as the coming year is 
concerned there will be n<» jute sowed and (Government should issue a 
vommu7iique to tliat elfect. Sir, I agree to the ))rinci])le underlying his 
statement but 1 do not think that Government can go so far as to say that 
there should he no jute whatsoever to l)e sown next year, but I agree that 
Government should seriously think over the problem now and f(>rthwith 
arrive at the quota that can he allowed next year. Pr(d)ahly our European 
members will say that it is too early to fix what should be the quota next 

year. There may be difficulties but the difficulties of the cultivators are 

far greater than these technical difficulties. Therefore, 1 would submit. 
Sir, that in spite of whatever difficulties there may be in the way the 
Government should sit together and think over what sliould be the next 
year’s quota. I submit, Sir, that so far as the coming year is concerned 
not more than 4 annas should be allowed to be sown and if that is declared 
now that will have a very good effect on the market. Therefore, Sir, I 
submit tliat without a moment’s delay Government should launch upon 
the scheme suggested by me and which, I think, has the support of alT\ 
sections of the House. If they do that, that will do a belated justice to 
the |)oor cultivators. You know, Sir, that the price of jute has gone dowm 

to Its. 2-8 to Rs. d. They have to sell two inaunds of jute for purt'hasing 

one maund of paddy. They are .starving absolutely and unless the 
Government realise the situation and take the matter up immediately with 
t firm hand, the cultivators cannot he saved. 


Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIOOIQI: May I have one minute, Sir? I 
made a statement about the crop of next year. In that I mentioned 125 
lakhs of bales. My attention has been drawn U) the exact figure published 
by Government. That figure is 90 lakhs of bales, that is to say ,^35 lakhs 
less than what I mentioned , Trade never accepts Government figure as* 
correct. The baaar, trade and expert commercial opinion is nearer to my 
figure than to the Government figure. There has been no drought, there 
have been no floods with Uie result that this figure, at liest, I can 
characterise as most conservative. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I would ask Government to 
answer only three questions: whether there is a surplus production of 
jute, what arrangements have been* made to help the agriculturists to get 
the minimum price and what arrangements have Wen made by Govern- 
ment to improve transport of facilities. These are the three questions. 
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Tin Hon*bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, 1 rise to saj a few worcU 
with an overpowering sense of responsibility as T know I have to deal with 
a pn>blem bristling with difficulties. My esteemed friend Mr. Tami«uddin 
Khan has roundly charged the entire Government with apathy and callous- 
ness becdusd the Minister in charge just ha])]>ens to be teniiu»raril\ ab^ent 
but aUhough my colleague may be ab.s^uit. we are liere to answer ([uestions 
and to take the entire responsibilil \ tor tin* adinini’^trat ion of the 
department. 

My esteemed friend Mr. Abdnr Itahman Siddiqi is net a fori'i^ncr, 
neither is he a Ilengaba*, but he is well posted \sith facts regarding the 
intricacii's of the problem bi'cause he has stmlie<1 the probh'in fiist-baml in 
the streets of (\alcut.ta. 

Now% Sir, my friend has said that we do not know wliat the price of 
jute is in the various market.s of llengal. May I point (oit to him (hat 
just as the (|ualitie.s of jute \ar\. tin* transactions at various mark<*(s var> 
considerably from place to place K\cn in one distriit tin* |»ri<H*s inliiig 
in one market may be entjndx difli'icnt fiom the piices ruling in (dher 
markets. Take, for instaiiee, markets like Siiajganj, Narayanganj, 
Sliarishabari, Bliairab or Alharabari. In all these places it is ditlicult to 
sbit(‘ what the minimum is and what tin* maximum is. Hut 1 admit thal 
Bengal at the pn‘S(‘nt moment is taciul with a crisis unparalleh'd in the 
ecoiioinie history ot the provim-c in modern times. \\ ln*lh(‘r we knovv the 
price.s or not, it is wadi knov\n that a enliivator at tin* pri'scnt moment 
fannot pnichase <ine maund ot me unless he <‘aii sell at l(*ast tliree maninis 
of jute. This is a position wliieh must raise leelings ot iiorror and •lismay 
even in mimls wliieh are aj»atln*fie to human mise]'i(*s and human suilerings. 
But, Sir, tliere an* eireuinstanees ovei which human beings ha\e ii(» 
eontnd, and this must In* tak<*n into aee.mnt in apimrt ioning lilanio and 
responsibility. Sir, 1 s|M*ak on bebalt »d the (lovernmenl when I make an 
earnest ajijH'al to all seetimis oj the House i<» give U" the bem‘fit ol tlieir 
advice at this critical moment in tin* bistors of onr e(oniii\ and sit with 
us and tell us exactly bow t-o retricAc the posiiion. 1 will tell the llousf 
w'hat wc have dont*. what wc ha\e been ibu’ng .md wliat w»* pIop<^^.e to do 

Now^ Sir, I will not blame jiic pieMous (lo\< rnment in the Imst for 
tlijur decision to fix 10 annas acreage. M hethei tlie decision was right or 
, wrong, P mist 4Uike responsibility along with m_\ erstwhile cidleagues and 
1 must say that when that demsion was tak<‘n it wa.s lertaiiilv justified by 
ein*umstai¥^*es and by expeilations. HaP'r on, Sir, the situation 
deteriorated and we luol the benefit and the jirivilege ot a first-hand 
^fscu.ssi^n on the entire situation with Sir Bamaswamy Mudaliar, the 
(kDitimeree Member to the (foverninent of India, and we had a full and 
frank disriiBsion, and we were told that we need not he worried over the 
10 anna.s acreage, because the diniand at least frotn the United States was 
so great and so insisUmt that under ordinary circumstances the jute that 
would be available in the market woifld be sold at proper prices. Now., 
Sir, things perhaps would have gone on all right, but the entry of Japan 
into th§ war in DecemWr upvset all our calculations, and may 1, Sir* 
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remind the Hou»e at this stage that unfortunately the entry of Japan 
eoincided with the formation of the present Government — the present 
Government came into power at a time when Japan entered the war — and, 
as I have said, upset all our calculations. Now, Sir, we immediately 
realised the danger and in January we paid our first visit to llelhi to 
discuss with the Government of India as to what we should do in view of 
the fact that the circumstances indicated that there would l>e over-produc- 
tion and that the price would naturally fall very seriously. Now, Sir, 
even then we were assured by the Government of India that the demand 
from the United States still stood good. As a matter of fact the Hon ’hie 
Commerce Member had trunk telephone talks with resjxmsible Ministers 
outside India and he assured us that in the circumstances that stood at 
that moment there would be nothing verj' serious to apprehend. We 
pressed that throughout Bengal there was a verj' very strong feeling that 
the acreage should be redu<‘ed to 5 annas. May I at this stage jiay a 
tribute to my ex-colleague Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that he has always stood 
very loyally by a jiolicy of shortening the acreage. Now, Sir, it was 
pointed out that we should stick to the ten-anna proportion and when we 
insisted on a lesser proportion, the Government of India told us frankly 
that we were free to do so, but if things go wrong, if in spite 
of the shortness of acreage there was a slump in the market or 
if for other causes jute was not sold, the Governnuuit of India would not 
take the resimnsibility for the situation and the Government of Bengal 
would not be justified in looking up to the Government of India for hel|^ 
On the other hand, they tidd us that they were ready to concede to a ^ 
rediK’tion of from 10 annas to 8 annas a(‘reage with th(‘ additional as.surance 
that if the position deteriorated they would readih come to our help. Sir, 
we thought that if we were to act .strictly according to our inclinations, we 
might have jierhaps reduced the acreage and reduced the production to a 
certain extent. But we thought that the question of trans]>ort were also 
difficult and there were so many um*ertain factors likely to disturb the 
market, that we would not he prudent in giving a jump into the unknown, 
and that it would be more wise to aecept the suggestion of the Government 
of India, because we felt that even if things went wrong, we would not be 
able to go up to the Government of India,, for hel]>. Now, Sir, we realise 
that time has come when we should impress upon the Government of India 
to make good their promise and I may tell the House that ttat*a8pe<-t of^ 
the case has not been lost sight of and that a scheme has been prepared 
and is l)eing considered by the Government and we want to push f<n'ward 
with our demand for help. 

Matlivi AHMCD ALI MRIDHA: Consideration may be given by tbe 
Government of India when we will bt* in the other world. 

Tht Mangle Mr. A. FAZLUL HUQ: I can assure Mr. Mridba 
that he is not going to leave us ver>" soon. He is going to live for ever 
and ever and ever. {Laughter.! 



im.] 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


67 


Now, Sir, I need not take up the time of tlie House any lonjjrer. As I 
have appealed, we propose to get together persons who know the trade, 
who know the situation, either in a committee or otherwise and by means 
of consultation fix up the lines of action which we shquld follow. We 
are going press upon the Goveniment of India to render us the utmost 
help ^at is i>o8sible. AVe will atrept any suggestions that will be matle 
by the Consultative Committee. We will not only do tliat but W'e shall 
see when time <‘oines that purchases are made from the actual jute culti- 
vati>rs. Those are matters of detail. At present we have got to decide 
upon the policy and w’e are going to have a Consultative Committee of 
those competent to judge and to advise, and having dhcided upon that we 
wish to press the claims of Bengal on the Government of India in the name 
of the entire Province— (Interruptions.') 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: The Chief Minister is going In^yond 
his jurisdiction. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 can assure the House that 
when the Opposition coiner into power Mauivi Ahmed Ali Mridha will be 
made the .lute Minister, Now 1 have been int<‘rrupted so miicli that I 
have not been able to place before the House wliat I wanted to. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: What is your projuiHull^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have Htat«*d, the Progres- 
sive Party has not been negligent. They have been holding meetings and 
they have been putting forward suggestions. We are not going to dejM?nd 
on th( suggi*stions ot the Progressive Party alone, hut we are going* U» 
considt iny esteemed friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddi<ji and any other 
nominees of Jiis or any other jrer.sori.s w'ho, we think, onglit t(» he consulted. 
We hope and trust that the\ will upproaeh this ipiestion in a s])irit of 
service to tbe country and to the people and not in an acrimonious spirit 
hurling abuses at one another. He is incapable of looking even at this 
question dispassionately. 

(A MEMBER : What should l>e the next year's u(TeageP) 

'I believe that the Government of India are anxious to help the l^rovince 
•uf Bengal in tliis crisis. The problem of jute is not merely a [>roblem 
which concerns Bengal. It concerns in a manner directly or indirectly 
the whole bf India. It coneerns the trade all over, and I am quite sure 
th^t in finding a satisfactory sohition of the jTroblem we will have the 
■frilling co-operation of all sections of the people of this country. 

Sir, with these few’ w’ords, I w'ould ask the honourable member to with- 
draw his resolution. 

Kliwala Sir NAZIMUODIN: May*I ask tbe Hon'ble Chief Minister 
<»e question? As everybody knew the price of jute was going down on 
account pf the 10-anna quota, why did not the Government of Bengal 
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approach the Government of India in July or Auf^ust when the cultivators 
held their jute instead of waitinp^ till the end of September when practi- 
cally half the jute had gone out of their hands? 

Nawab MU8NARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: WilUtlu Hon ble 
Mim’ster be pleased to state whether they have decided upon the question 
of restriction of crop next year? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In rejdy to the question jmt 
by the liCadiM of Ihe Opposition, 1 may ]K)int out that we first discussed 
lliis (luestion with the Government of India in July an«l uhen tlie situa- 
tion l)egan to df‘t«o iorate we paid tlnce ^isits to Delhi aful discussed the 
situiitio!!. 'Die promise that was held out to us is tht‘ very thing that w'e 
pressed U]M>n the Govcumment even in August, AVe w^anted a solution of 
this prohl(!m and it is still ]»et<»re the Government ot India and we ex])ect 
relief very soon. Tlo'^Cjuestion fs being considcr(‘d hy the Gov<*rnment of 
India in tin* h’inancc I)(‘partnient. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mi Abdui Kaliman Siddi(p , are you 
going to withdraw \oiu rescdution? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: No. Sir. 1 e(»uld have wilhdrawn 
Sir, hut (Interruption's. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, onler. 1 shall put the motion to’ 
the Tlou>e. 

The motion «)t Mr. Abdur Haliinan Siddi(|i that this Assembly is of 
opinion that ( ioveinnu'iit has failed in its dut.N to the cultivators of 
Bengal by not taking any steps to seeiiie fair and reasonable prices for 
jute, was pul and a division taki'ii, with the lollowinp result: — 


N0E8- 97. 


Ak<«l Ntfli. Mr. MU. 

Aktfiil Hikim, Mnivt (Mym«niinfli). 

AktfNl M«|U, MaMivI (MyntmlRIk). 

Ah««l Wakal Khaa, Mr. 

Ak««r Raat, Khaa Baha^ar 111111 (Raafpar). 

Aka NaMiia larkar, Maalvl. 

Alai rati, Mr. M«. 

Abal QaiMm, Maalvi. 

Aaharyya CItaBitBry, Maharaja Saatil Kaata, at 
Maktataaha, Myaiaaiiath. 

AkauB All KaayttyaH. Kkan BahaBar Maalaaa. 

AkaifB Kkaa, Mr. SyaB. 

Aawaral Ailm, Khaa BahaBar MB. 

Aakar All, MaatvI. 

BaBraBBaja, Mr. lyaB. 

BMMrJat, Ifca NM*kla Mr. frakalka Natk. 

■aral All, Mr. MB. 

•ivaia. taka Praaikari 
Baraia, Mr. Paartlil. 

•araiM, Baia Bkyaait BrataB. «• 

•araMM, Ifca Naa'Ma Mr. ttpaaBra Hath. 

•iMi, tka Naa*kla Mr. kaalaak Kaaiar. 

•kavailk, Dr. DaktaBa BkaaBrt 


Biiwat, Baka Lakihui Narayan. 

Biiwaa, Mr. Ratih Lai. 

Biawai. Mr. tvraaBra Rath. 

OhUranBala. Mr. J. W. 

Olark. Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Rai lahlk Aaakal OkaaBra. 

Dat, Rai lahlk KIrit BhuMi. « 

Daw, taka DakaaBra Ralk. 

Oaa Bwita, Irijat NaraaBra Rath. 

Oatta Bupta, Miu Mira. 
iMBaBal Ma^aa, Kail. 

Fallal Natl, tka Nta'kla Mr. A. K. 

Bkan, Mr. Atal Kriikaa. 

BlaaaBBIa AkaiaB, Nr. 

Bataai Rakkaal AbaaiaiaB, Maalvi. 

Bapta. Mr. i. N. 

NaaiaanaaiBR, Kkaa lablk Maalvi MB. 

Haaaai All Kkaa, tka Haa’kla KkM BakaBsr Maalvi 
Naaiaa MankaB, Mn., M.B.t. 

NatMMByBaiMBar, KkaalaMk Maalvi 
NaaBry. Mr. DtvM. 
tBria AkatiB Mia. Maaivt. 

Baaak AM MaJaaiBar. Maalvi 
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KMnMK KkM. Kkw lakikM auM. 
KMMI All ■lilt, takifeiait Ki«m Jah lyai. 
K«Milr« Mr. Atel tiiMira 
Uklri, Baka Atbateah. 

Mtpkartaa, Mr. B. P. 

Malaa4Mla Akaiatf, Dr. (Bagra). 

MaJI, Mr. Akf aiti^Kaaiar. 

MalaaMar, Mr«. Namaprava. 

MaaPal, Mr. Aairita Lai 
MiaPal, Mr. Baaka Baharl. 

Maatfal, Mr. Biral OkaaPra. 

MaaPal, Mr. Krithaa Pratai. 

Maalraxuaiaa lilamkail, Maalaaa Mi. 

Mapbul Hataia, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, tka Naa'bla Dr. Syamapratai. 
Margaa, Mr. Q., 0.1. 1. 

Mailaai Ali Mallak. Maalvl M. 

Maxammtl Nap, Maaltl Mi. 

Makaaimad Aliai, Khan Bahaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Makammai Solaiman, Khan Bahaiar Maalvl. 
Makarjaa, Mr. Taraknath, M. B. E. 

Maiharratt Noiiain, Nawab, Khan Bahaiar. 
Maitafaariat Naaat. Mr. tyai. 

Mattafa All Dawan, Maalvl. 

Naikar, Mr. Ham Chanira. 

Pain, Mr. Baraia Praianna. 


Paal, Mr Marl Baakar. 

PaMar, Mr. AaaaMlal. 

Balimt, Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 
Raailiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okam Bkaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Ratk. 

Ray, Mr. Paliraai. 

•aiamiila Abaiai. Mr. 

•aflraiiln Akmai, NaJI. 

•aaaallak, Dr. 

•an, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•aa, Mr. Dhlranira Nath. 

•aa, iaiMh Ohaaira, Ral Bahaiar. 
•hahaiall, Mr. 

•kaaiaviila Ahmai, tha Nan'kia Mr. 
lhaaiaaiiln Ahaiai Khaniakar, Mr. 
Ilngha, Baka Kahaira Nath. 

•Iriar, Baka LIHa Mania. 

Mark, Mr. A. P. 

•tavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Wallur Rahman, Maalvl. 

Walkar. Mr. J. R. 

Vaaiut Mirxa. 

I Zaman, Mr. A.M. A. 


AYES 43. 


Akial Alii, Maulana Mi*. 

Akial Hail, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Nakim Vikrampari, Maalvl Mi. 

Akial Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akial Karim. Mr. 

Akial Latit BUwai, Maalvl. 

« kial Majid, Mr. Syai (Naakhalt). 

kial Motalak Malik, Dr. 

Akialla-al Mahmaoi, Mr. 

Akiar Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. P. M. 
Akiar Rahman Sliiiql, Mr. 

Akiar Rauhii Mahmaai, Mr. 

Akiai Ihahati, Maalvl Mi. 

Akal Haakim. Maalvl. 

Akal Naaain Akmai. Mr. 

Akal Maaai, Kail. 

Akmai Ali Mriiha, Maalvl. 

Akmai Naaain, Mr. 

Altaiaiiin Ahmai. Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Aalai Haiaain Khan, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Parbai Rain Obaarikury, Mr. M. 
ParkatBana Khanam, Bagam. 


Pailal Quaiir, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Pailur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Pailur Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniingh). 

NaRiaiiln Chaaiharl. Maalvi. 

Hamiiaiiin Ahmai. Khan Sahik. 

Iipahanl, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 

Mafliaiiln Ahmai. Maalvi (TIppara). 
Manlraiiin Akkani, Maalvi. 

Mahammai Ali, Khan Bahaiar 
Mahammai •liilgaa, Khan Bahaiar Dr. lyai. 
Naiarailah, Naarakiaia K. 

Naiimaiiln, Kharaja Hr, K.C.I.E. 

Noaraiiin, Mr. K. 

Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

•ahaka-Alam, Mr. lyai. 

•aiim, Mr. I. A. 
larajal lilam, Mr. 

•hahnkaiiin, Mr. Kharaja, OJI.E. 
lahravrariy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamljaiiln Khan, Mr. 

Vaiaf Ali Chaaihary, Mr. 


, The Ayt*H 4'5. iiiid the Noes 9T. llie mol ion wiis lost. 


Adjournment. 

^ Jt being- p.ni., the House was adjournerl till a.ni. on Momlay, 

>*Hie*28^h September, 1942, at the Assembly Hoiine, (’nlcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

< t 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
28th September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. ‘ 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 177 members. 

Mfi YUSUF MIRZA: Sir, there is no quorum. 

(The Secretary counted the number and the requisite number was not 
found.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; The House stands adjourned for 19 minutes. 


(After adjourmnent.) 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwen were given) 

Relief to the peogile of Tangail subdivision. 

•59. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (o) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department \w pleased to state the amounts that 
have Wen spent for relief works as — 

(i) test relief, 

(it) gratuitous relief, 

{Hi) agricultural loans, and 
(ir) other ways, if any, 

for the distressed people of the subdivision of Tangail in the district pi 
Mymensingh ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the r/wr-crops of the char of the 
subdivision have Wen damaged by flood? 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of givinj^ 
more relief in the form of agricultural loan to the people of the said sub- 
division? 





iwr^io. 


i 1 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): {a) (i) and (uO Nil. 

(«) Rs.lOO. 

{Hi) Rr.«,000. 

(fe)i Yes. 

(c) Yes. A further sum of R8.oO,(KK) as ag;rii‘ultural loans and Rs. 1,000 
as gratuitous relief have been placed at the disposal of the Subdivisional 
Officer, Tangail. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when these amounts have been placed at the disposal of the Sub- 
divisional Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have no 
information. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the jfratuitous relief referred to in in) (//) is so inadequate 
and insignificant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is l>ec,ause of 
the recommendation of the district official. If more money is needed, more 
fhoney will be given. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: How much did the district officer ask 
for from Government as gratuitous relief for Tangail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That inhumation 
is not here, but if the honourable member so <lesires, the information will be 
made available to him. 


Closing down of free primary schools within Chittagong Munioipality. 

•60. Dr. SAN/kULLAH: (a) AVill the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Educ^ation Department be fdeased to state whether it is a fact that all 
* free primary sctiools within the Municipality of (’liittagong are going to be 
abolished altogether or <d(med for a specified period? 

(6) Is it a fact that normal conditions are Wing gradually restored in 
^Yte i^wn of Chittagong? 

• (c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is reconsidering the ques- 
tion of closing down the free primary schmds in the said town? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Primary schools within the Muni> 
cipality of Chittagong were closed on account of the proximity of the town 



72 QUESTIONS. [ 28 th Sept., 

to the war zone. As an experimental measure, 20 boys’ schools and 10 girls’ 
schools were reopened with effect from the 1 5th July last. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hr)ii'hle Minister be pleased to 
state what was the number of boys’ schools and ^^irls’ schools in Chittagong 
Municipality before they were closed down 1" 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he knows how far is tlie town oi ('hittagong from the war 
zfuie ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Ail tlmt I can s.,y is 
that the enemy is already in the district ot Ak.\ab wdiicli is to the con- 
tiguous south of ( hittag^ong. 1 have no further informatirm. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: W i th reteuMiee to tlit‘ second sentem e of 
answ’er (a), will the Hoirhh* Minister la* ph*ased to s1ai(‘ wliat w.is the 
experiment ahoul — was it to watch how' boys and giiK behave when l}n‘\' 
are bombed or w hetluM schools are altmub'd if <)])ened 

% 

\ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: With the approach 
of the enemy almost at the gates of ('hittagong, there w’us an exodus and 
all the s(diools naturally ceased to function. Therefore, after the danger^ 
moved away, it was thought necessarx to try and t‘.\])eiiment with certain 
scluxds xvith a view' to seeing how far these institutions were attended. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: What was the result of the experiment ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The result uf the 

experiment is that 20 boys' scho<ds and 10 gii'K* sclio(ds are still running. ' 

* 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the ll<»r)>l<> MinisUr ffe pleaded, 
to state llie total nunilier of schools that have been <'losed down? 

« 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has already said that he wants notice., 

« « 

« , 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The Hon'ble Minister has said that 
for experiment purposes 20 boys’ schools and 10 girls' schools have been 
opened. So I presume that the Hon’ble Minister must know the actual 
figure. ^ 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He wants notice. 
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Mtulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that these institutions were closed imniediutely 
after the supersession of the inuneipality by Government P 

The Mon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No; it was done 
before^ the supersession of the (’hittajrong Municipality. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many teachers have been thrown out of employment by the 
closing of these schools and how many of them are Muslims and how many 
Hindus P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state it any arrangements have been made for paying subsidy to those 
teachers who weie thrown out of employment, as the Hon’ble Minister has 
done in (’aiciittaP 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have no information 
at j) resent, 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleu.sed to 
fflate whether he is considering the desirability of making a subsidy to the 
teachers that were thrown out of employment in consequence of the closing 
of the primary schools in (diittagong, as he has been pleased to do in the 
case of Calcutta P 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 shall consider the 
matter. 


Ravtanr af aMUfity p r ia a n a r s’ aaaaa by Tribunal. 

^1. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Un Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tlie Home Department l)e pleased to state whether the 
^Governnitftnt #have l onstituied a Tribunal to review the cases of the security 
prisoners? 

(h) If the answer to (/y) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be please<l to lay on the Table a copy of the terms of reference of the 
TriWinai? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

</) when the Tribunal l>egan its work and bow far it has jiroijeeded ; 

(it) when the Tribunal is expe<‘ted to submit its findings; 

(tii) the numl)er of security prisoners whose cases are being reviewed by 
the Tribunal; 
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(tr) the number of security prisoners who have made representations to 
the Tribunal; 

(v) whether all the representations have been placed before the Tribunal ; 

and 

(vi) whether questionnaire had been framed by the Tribufial ' and was 

sent to the security prisoners for their answers? « 

(d) If the answer to (c) (vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased state liow many security prisoners had answered the 
questionnaire? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister hv pleased to state — 

(i) the number of security prisoners who have been examined in person 
by the Tribunal ; 

(n) whether the Tribunal intend to examine all the security prisoners 
in person in order to obtain tlie views and opinions of such 
prisoners ; 

(m) whether the cases of all the se{‘urity prisoners will be reviewed by 
the Tribunal; and 

(iv) whether the Tribunal has already submitted its recommendations 
to the Government? 

(/) If the answer to (e) {tv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many security prisoners have been recon^- 
mended for release by the Tribunal? 

{(j) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the (Government is considering* the desirability of accepting; 

all the rec'ommendatioiis of the Tribunal ; and 
{ii) whether the security prisoners will In* informed of the recommenda- 
tions that will l>e made by the Tribunal in each case? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mfi Ai K. Pazlul Huq): (o) ami (b) I refer the honourable member to 
Home Department Notification No. 2037H.J., dated the 8th May, 1942, 
published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary y dated the 9th May, 1942. 

(f) (f) to (r) and (e) The Tribunal bejfan its sittinj^ on the ^th May, 
1942, and submitted its findings on the 27th August, 1942. All cases of 
security prisoners against whom orders of detention were passed* up to the 
dlst May, 1942, were laid before the Tribunal which considered the cases .of 
374 prisoners, received representations from 335 and personally exanxined 11. 
(vi) Yes. 

(d) 335. 

(/) and (ff) The Tribunal’s recommendations are under consideration and 
until a decision is taken upon them it would be premature or inappropria^ 
to disclose the details here asked for. 
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tttm ATUL CHANDRA SENS With reference to answers (/) and (</)» 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when Government expect to 
take a decision on the TribunaPs recommendations? 

The fjonjble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As soon as the Assembly and 
the Council sittings are over, we will have some time to devote to this very 
important subject. No time will be lost to make our decision public. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8. With reference to answers (/) and 
(g), w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetlier the attitude of the 
Government with respect to the recommendations of the Committee as well 
as to these prisoners has been affected by the breaking up of disorder and 
confusion immediately after the resolution of the All-India Congress 
Committee ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That (jueston does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the cases of prisoners under detention after the 31st May, 
1942, will also be referred to the Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They will also be considered. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
P) state whether there was any arrangement to have personal contact between 
the Tribunal and the prisoners concerned during the judgment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, a suggestion wa.s made and 
the Tribunal was anxious to meet the prisoners, but for certain reasons the 
prisoners could not be brought up to Calcutta and the members of the 
Tribunal especially the President, who is unfortunately now dead, was too 
ill to undertake a journey to Dacca. In these circumstances the personal 
contact could not be arranged, but some prisoners were brought up and had 
the privilege of placing their grievances before the Tribunal personally. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E; Is the Hon'ble Minister considering 
the desirability of having a personal contact between the Tribunal and the 
’ prisoners w^o particularly desire to see the Tribunal and place their cases 

before the Tribunal, so that proper justice can be done? 

« 

« The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Tribunal has now been 
' djssolveff, and the question of prisoners coming before the Tribunal does not 
arise. But after we have considered the report if any prisoner be aggrieved 
by our decision and wants to represent the matter to us personally, his case 
will be considered. 

, Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIli: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any case with the Tribunal now? 
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The Hofl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. The Tribunal has been 
dissolved. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: The Hon’ble Minister has said that 
cases of prisoners detained after the 31st May, 1942, will also be considered 
by the Tribunal. Will he be pleased to state whether (jovernmeut t^;»ink it 
dtisirable to refer these cases immediately to the Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The cases will be considered 
by Governmenl, because they cannot be considered by a Tribunal which is 
dissolved. If necessary, we can set up a fresh Tribunal. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Tribunal submitted its report before the Assembly met? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has already given the answer. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us whether there is an> recommendation for release of some of the security 
prisoners ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ves, that is so. 

% 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many security prisoners have been recommended to be released ? 

TtiO Hoil’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have said 1 cannot disclose 
this matter. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, it has appeared in the newspapers. 

Tho Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: E ren if any paper hast dis- 
closed it, it is unauthorised, 

•uporintoiMlMK, ARporo Conlral <l«li. 

*62. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

«? 

(i) the name of the Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail ; 

(ti) the date when he was aptK>inted Superintendent of the Alipore 
Central Jail ; 

(m) the name of the post he was holding previous to his appointment as 
Superintendent of the Jail ; and 

(iv) whether he has any medical qualifications f 
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(6) If the answer to (it?) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether any non-medical man was ever appointed to the post previous 
to this; and 

(ii) the reason or reasons for the appointment of a non-medical man to 
, the post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) (i) Mr. C. Heath. 

{ii) IGth August, 1941. 

(Hi) Press and Forms Manager, Bengal, and Deputy Superintendent, 
Alipore Central Jail. 

(iv) No. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The arrangement caused the least amount of dislocation in the 
appointments of Superintendents of Central Jails and was considered to be 
the most economical. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the scale of pay of the Superintendent, Alipore Central Jail, 
and how much i.s given to Mr. C. Heath who is the present incumbent? 


. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the figure ofiF- 
> hand, but I can supply tliat information to the honourable member later. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any other Central Jail in the province where the 
Superintendent is a non-medical man? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not sure about that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the Superintendent, Dacca Central Jail, is 
also a non-medical *man ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. I stand corrected. 

^ • Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to answer (h) (?), 
wjll theHon'ble Minister be pleased to state what are the numbers of medical 
men and non-medical men holding these posts up till now? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It appears that this is one ; the 
Dacca Central Jail is another; and thdl'e may be one other. The rest are 
all medical men. 

6 
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Babu NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ST^' 

TfHfl ^ Alipore Ontral Superin- 

tendentcf]? medical qualification C^NCVS T5t^ — 

Alipore Central Jail^^? C^fU^T ^ ^ 

feror large number of political prisoner ^ 

(TNtC^ vsk'f^ yjjI'S'lf? 

%n i^im^ ^ fV ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I accept the suggestion 
made by the honourable member, and I fully realise the importance of a 
medical man being in charge of tbe Alipore Central Jail. As I explained, 
this arrangement was made in order to meet an emergency. The points 
raised by the honourable member are already being considered by 
Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether it is for the first time that a non-medical man has 
been made the Superintendent of Alipore Jail^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 don’t think so. 

Relief to the people of Goalundo subdivision. 

*63. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in' 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that aus paddy in the suMi vision of Goalundo has been entirely 
destroyed ; 

(//) that aman paddy has also been destroyed almost entirely in all the 
unions ; 

{Hi) that jute has been selling at R8.2 to Rs.S per raaund ; 

(ir) that there has been very meagre production of jute in most parts; 

* 

(r) that rice and paddy are not available for sale according to needs; 

(vi) that rice is selling at Rs.lO per maund ; 

(vH) that 50 per cent, of the people are on starvation ; 

(viii) that beggars and thieves have increased beyond proportion; and 

(i» that remaining 50 per cent, of the people will have to starve in 
near future? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state What 8te])8 do the 
Government propose to take for relieving the distress of the people? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: {a) (t) Aus paddy 

in the subdivision has been damaged to the extent of 78 per cent, on an 
average, by drought. 
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(n) Extent oi damage of arnan crop cannot be fully ascertained now as 
^ condition of the crop is improving due to accumulation of sufficient 
quantity of flood water in the fields. 

(Hi) The Deahal variety of jute has been selling at K8.4 to R8.5-4 per 
ftandardT mSund and the fossa variety at the rate of Rs.5-4 to Rs.C-10 per 
standard maund. 

(ir) That is not the information of Government. , 

(?’) It is a fact that rice and paddy are not being sold to the customers 
according to the quantity they want as the stock of the commodity is not 
large and the tendency to hoard is great. 

(vi] The price of rice is as follows; — 

Gazia (coarse) — Rs.8-8 to R 8.8-12. 

Bashful (fine)— Rs.9.8 to Rs.lO. 

(rii) and (<>) That is not the information of Government. 

(viii) No abnormal increase of beggars and thieves bus been noticed by 
the local officers. 

(h) Ste|ti have been taken to distribute agricultural loan and gratuitous 
relief and also to start test relief works. 

Rs.2, 15,000 h^s been already sanctioned for agricultural loan, 118.55,000 
for test relief works and Rs. 12,000 for gratuitous relief in the district. 


Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With refereocece to answer (a) (v), 
where it i.s stated that “the tendencj' to hoard is great,” will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state among which class of people the tendency to 
hoard is great — merchants who deal with the articles or any other class of 
consumers ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not got 
the infonnation before me, but probably the honourable member knows 
about this matter more than I do. If he can place the information tliat he 
has got at my disposal, 1 shall be glad to deal with the point be has raised. 

, Mauivi AHMED* ALI MRIDHA: 1 shall see the Hon'ble Minister with 
^what inf(9rm«tien 1 have on this matter, specially in view of the assurance 
that has been given. 

Mr. MfRZA ABDUL HAFIZs With regard to answer (h), will the 
^enjble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the test relief 
• tl^t has* been sanctioned in the whole of the Goalundo subdivision is 
inadequate ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 
of that fact. But if test relief is inad«M)uate and if the honourable member 
takes the trouble of getting recommendations of the district officials, 1 shall 
certainly see that adequate relief is granted. 
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MlttiM AHMID ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hoa’ble Minister be pleased 
%Q state if be is aware that neither agricultural loan nor test relief money or 
gratuitous relief has been distributed yet though the need for such help is 
great ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 

of that fact. But if, as the honourable member says, the need is great, 
directions will certainly issue for immediate distribution of relief. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: While congratulating the Hon’ble Minister 
on his arrival at the exact percentage, may 1 ask him how he arrived at that 
percentage — 78 per cent. ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; My honourable 
friend’s knowledge of arithmetic is greater than mine. I accept the figures 
given in the report by district officials. What knowledge of arithmetic they 
have I do not know. I have not the benefit of holding a test. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (a) (ih), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which are the markets from 
which the information has been obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 
is not contained in the report before me, but if the honourable member desires 
to see me over this question, I wull consider the whole aspect oi the question 
with him. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (^ 2 ) (iti), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact 
that the outlying places of the subdivision are not approachable at all either 
by boat or any other conveyance where jute is not being sold at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware of 
that fact, but if the honourable member is pleased to make an affirmative 
statement to that effect, I shall be prepared to accept his statement. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: With regard to the Hon’ble 
Minister’s answer that the figures supplied by the district officials are taken 
as the basis, w’ill he be pleased to state whether there is any sysvem of check- 
ing these figures? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The 'system of 
checking is one initiated by honourable members of the Opposition through 
supplementarj^ questions. i 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 am afraid I do not understand the 
Hon hie Minister's answer where he .stated that the calculations were based 
on figures supplied by the district Dffioers. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any method or system by which these 
figures are checked or are they allowed to go in, the whole lot? 
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TN Hofi’blo Mr« PRAMATHA NATH SANiRilEi: If these stetements 

are challenged, then certainly they will be checked, but there is no regular 
system on the presumption that the figures supplied by the district ofliciaU 

must be incorrect. 

• • 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of placing the 
amounts mentioned in answer (h) at the disposal of a non-official committee 
for expenditure in the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE; I shall consider 
any such question in consultation with the divstrict officers. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard to answer (h), the 
Famine Code provides that test relief shall be undertaken by the District 
Magistrate through the help of the District Board Chairman and the District 
Engineer will be the person to execute the work. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this practice has been continued this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERtlEE: 1 do not know 

whether the Dinnine Code is applicable to the disbursements of these grants. 
If it is applicable, obviously the rules contained in the Famine Code will be 
followed. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (a) (Hi), will 
the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware tluit jute .sella 
at a much lower price than what has been mentioned here in the interior of 
the subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: What is referred 
to here deals with two varieties of jute, but as against that the honourable 
member’s information is that there are other varieties selling at a much 
lower price than this. If that is so, I shall be prepared to accept his 
statement. 

. 

Maulti AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there has been any order by the Government to the local autho- 
rities thei^ to execute work on test relief by the departmental officers them- 
selves and not by the district board P 

• The'Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 

of it. But if my friend has any grievance with respect to that question, I 
shall certainly look into the matter. 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY^ Sir, may I point out to you that as 
(hairman of the District Board of Faridpur I find that they do not coniult 
mv dis^ict board. 
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Mtlllvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA* Sir, in view of the statement made 
just now by the Chairman of the District Board of Faridpur, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he considers it desirable to follow the 
Famine Code and Manual which laj's down that the distribution of test relief 
should be carried on in consultation with the Chairman of the District Board 
and the District Engineer? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no infor. 
mation on which I can accept the statement of the honourable member, but 
as a statement made by an honourable member on the floor of the House 
should by courtesy be accepted, I can assure my friend that in this matter 
if the District Board Chairman of the particular district has been excluded 
I shall certainly make an enquiry as to why that procedure has been adopted. 


Relief at Raipura. 

•64. Mr. 8. A. SALIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Kevenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Govern- 
ment have sanctioned a sum of (1) 118.5,00,000 and (2) Rs.80,000, respec- 
tively, for the relief of (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim suflerers aURaipura? 

(5) If the answer to («) is in the aftirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing up to the last available date the actual expenditure incurred for the 
•aid purpose respecting the two communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) No 

(5) Does not arise. 

(c) No separate lists for Hindus and Muslims were kept. A statement 
showing the total amount spent on relief during 1941-42 and 1942-4d is laid 
on the Table. 


Staiement rtjtrrtd to in reply to clause (c) of starred question i^o. 64, showing the 
expenditure incurred during 1941-42 and 1942-43 under different tfiiej heads in 
Baipura Areas. 



Qratuitous 

Relief. 

Agrioultural 

loan*. 

Loan to 
Talukdara. 

J 

Loan to 
Traden. 

Total. 


Re. a. p. j 

Ra. 

Re. 

Ra. 

Ra. a. p. 

1041-42 

1,43,750 15 6 

50,000 1 

89,500 

4U14 

3,24.554 15 6 

1942-43 

1,35,000 0 0 

84,629 

■» 

83,740 

97,575 

4,00,944 0 0 


^InoludM B«.S0,000 given for maintenanoe, Rs.SO.OOO givan for rebaikUng of hotiMs and 
IU.SS,000 given for poruiaee of toola by the artuaa.H in the affected area. 
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Mr. S. A. SALIM: Witli refei^noe to reply (o), will the Hon*ble 
Minieter be pleased to state if any amount has been spent for the relief of 
the Muslim sufEerersP 


The Hon’fcle Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERJEEl Here relief was 
grante(>on grounds other than the distinction between Hindus and Muslims. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any record of the names of 
the persons to whom relief was given has been maintained? 


The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I suppose so. 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If that is so, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is possible to prepare a list of Hindus and Muslims who 
received help from the Government P 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I think it is 
possible, but I shall beg of the honourable member not to insist on that 
question. The relief was granted by Government in regard to an incident 
which should be a forgotten chapter in the history of this province. 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, we consider this to be a very important 
^question, and we hope the Hon’ble Minister will take this as a notice and 
will answer this question. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that no 
Muslim suffered at Raipura, but the money has gone as reward to rioters who 
attacked the houses and looted the properties of the Hindus? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am not aware of 
the fact. As I indicated just now, the distribution of grants in this matter 
^as not based on the ground of distinction between Hindus and Muslima, 

but was granted to persons who had suffered. 

• • 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in answer to this question 
has laid a statement on the table which shows that loans were advanced to 
traders. Now, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
thsMt many persons who were not traders were given loans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have no 
• information on the point. 

.Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALlr Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how was the extent of the damage done to property assessed 
bv Government officers and on what principle were loans for relief granted? 
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TIm H0ll’bl« Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEES In order to be able 
to answer that question, I shall have to read out a report in t3^e which ia 
nearly 20 pages long. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if there were any Muslim sufferers? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: There must have 
been some; I do not know. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of his last answer, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any amount was paid to these Muslim sufferers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 shall make an 
enquiry through the District Magistrate if my friend gives notice. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to circulate this 20-page long statement, which he has just made mention of, 
to us, the members of this Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon ble 
Minister said that he was ready to read out a statement but for the length 
of the document. I submit, if it is not a confidential document, he should 
make that statement available to us. T appeal through you, Sir, in order to 
save the time of the House, to have that statement circulated amongst us. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will take this as a notice from you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister in his 
verbal answer said that he w’ould have read it out but for the fact that it 
covered 20 long pages. That signifies that he has no objection to read it 
if he is allowed time. Now, I appeal to you, Sir, that you, as our Deputy 
Speaker, will induce the Hon’ble Minister to circulate that stateni^ent 
amongst us. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I remember, what h^ has said is 
that it is not possible for him to give an answer from a long report; he is 
prepared to give that answer when he w’ill be able to go through the ’•epoH 
once again, provided it is not of a confidential nature. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQi: Sir, with all respect to the Chair, 
I may say that the Hon’ble Minister did not say that. If you refer to his 
statement you will find that his whole object was to save time, and, there- 
fore, instead of reading such a long document running over 20 pages we 
want it to be made available to us. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: Sir, in answering 
a supplementary question memories sometimes fail, but the official report ii 
here and it may be read out to you. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I put a supplementary questioi 
enquiring as to the manner in which an assessment of the damage was dnm 
by Government officers and the principle on which loans for relief wen 
granted by the Government. In answer to that the Hon’ble Minister sayi 
that he has got a typed statement of 20 pages and, of course, as he wantec 
to save the time of the House, he was not going to read it out. I subrai 
that the answer which he was going to make should be laid on the table 
otherwise no answer is available to my supplementary question. Sir, if th( 
Hon’ble Minister now retracts from that position, it will be a sheer bread 
of the privilege of the members of the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not my business to force the Hon’bb 
Minister to give a particular answer. But if you want a particular answer 
you must give notice. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I do not want you to force any 
one to answer a question. I respectfully submit that the Hon’ble Ministei 
of his own accord volunteered to read out a statement, but which he did nol 
like to with a view to save time, and which he is now withdrawing. Now 
•what I want is, it should be circulated. It is a legitimate desire and I thinl 
you should command him to come out with the statement and publish it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I refei 
you to rule 2fl (vii) of the Bengal I^egislative Assembly Procedure Rulei 
which says that “it must not be of excessive length’’, and .so here in this cast 
I do not want to give an answer because it would be of excessive length, 
and I wanted to save the time of the House. But I ( an assure the House 
that I am prepared to take the House into confidence with regard to thi« 
supplementary question assuming that the report is not confidential. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I through you, Sir, appeal to the 
IJinister in charge that if he gives a lengthy reply with regard to the 
principle ajplipd in giving damage.s and compensations, he should be in a 
position to give us all the details as to what extent the Hindus suffered — 
what was the amount of money, and to what extent the Muslims suffered? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali asked 
the question 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will not allow you to make any statement 
at this stage. The Hon’ble Minister* has made his position clear. He has 
*said that if the honourable member who put the question insists on an 
answer the can give that answer. 
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Odm mmm Harmony Fund. 

*85. Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; (a) WiU the Hon’ble Minister in 
<;harge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the amount that has been spent up till the Slst August 1942, out 
of Ks. 1,00,000 allotted for the purpose of promoting communal 
harmony in the Province; 

(it) how it has been spent; and 

(vii) the manner and the channel through which payments have been 
made? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any money 
out of it has l>een spent for subsidising Naimjvg, and other newspaptjrs, 
magazines or journals? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINAtiCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
•Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee): (a) (i) Nil. 

(u), {ill) and {b) Do not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any scheme has been drawn up for expenditure for the 
purpose of promoting communal harmony? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEE: It is under prepara, 
iion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any likelihood of any expenditure during the 
•current fianciul year? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE; There is every 
likelihood. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Btepe for ’’gronr more food” oamiMUgn. 

31. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
-charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 

(i) what steps', if any, have the Government taken in connection with 
the “grow more food” campaign; and 
(tt) whether there has been any increase in the acreage of rice grown in 
Bengal this year? 

(6) If the answer to (ii) is in the affirmative, what is the approximate 
increase of acreage since last year? 



im] 


QUESTIONS. 


87 


MINISTER in diargt of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (th# Hon’blo Ntwab Ktiwiya Habibullah Bahaduri of 

DaOia)l (a) (i) Comprehensive schemes of propagranda for the increase of 
food production including the importance of using the best seed; the 
importance o7 manure and the methods of increasing the supply of manure; 
the purchase and resale of improved paddy seed ; the purchase and resale of 
improved rahi seed; the purchase and resale of vegetable and potato seed; 
the obtaining of transport facilities for the movement of various kinds of 
seed; the improvement of irrigation by the re-excavation of tanks; and the 
granting of agricultural loans where necessary for assisting food production 
have been taken up by Government. 

(u) Owing to late monsoon, transplantation of nman paddies in most of 
the districts has begun very late and the work of transplantation is still 
going on. It cannot, therefore, be definitely said whether there will be any 
increase in the acresige this year. 

(b) The question does not arise. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawm were ghren) 

Applioatiofi of the Conmiunal Ratio Rules for appointment of offloert of 
Jute Regulation Department 

•53. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing, district by district, — 

(i) the total number of — 

(1) Assistant Controllers, 

(2) Chief Inspectors. 

(*3) Inspectors, 

(4) Assistant Insjiectors, and 
^5) Propaganda Officers 

in the Jute Regulation Department, appointed up to date since itg 
creation ; and 

^(n) t^e minimum qualifications required for candidates to be eligible 
for appointment to the posts referred to in clause (t)F 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Service Ratio Rules have been observed in appointing 
persons referred to in (a) (t ) ; and 

(ft) i^ not, the reasons thereof? 
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TIm Hon’Me Nawab KliMja HAIIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai (a) (i) 

A Btatement showing the total number of appointments made in the Jnt# 
Hegnlation Department during the years 1940, 1941 and 1942 is placed on 
the Library Table. The appointments were made on a provincial basis and 
it is not possible to show figures district by district. 

(w) Four out of five posts of Assistant Controllers are held by Sub-Deputy 
Collectors on deputation. The fifth one is held by Mr. Khwaja AhsanuUah 
who acted as Chief Inspector in 1989 and was promoted to the rank of 
Assistant Controller in 1940 on account of his good work. 

The officers appointed in other posts are mostly graduates with the excep- 
tion of a small percentage who were reappointed in 1940 on the basis of good 
work done in 1939 in the Jute Registration Department. 

(b) (i) Yes; as far as could l)e done without serious detriment to the 
Department. The statement laid on the Library Table will show the position. 
The slight shortage in the numl)er of Scheduled Caste men has been found 
extremely difficult to make up in spite of the fact that in their case the 
general minimum basic condition of beinir a graduate had often to be waived. 
(?V) Does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the academic qualification of Mr. Khwaja AhsanuUah? 

Th« Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; On a point of privilege, Sir. The 
question put up by a member of this House is with regard to the qualifications 
of Mr. Khwaja AhsanuUah. T submit that he is a brother of the Hon’ble 
Minister, and he should be the first man without asking for notice to be 
able to say what are the qualifications of his own brother. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. This is not a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Mr. Khwaja AhsanuUah is not his younger brother? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That is, Sir, a statement of fact which I cannot deny. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state who appointed him and who promoted him to the rank of Assistant 
Controller ? 

The Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It was not done in the time when I was Minister in charge of Agriculture. 
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Mr. SYEO A0OUL MA4IDI In view of his reply that this gentleman 
Mr. Khwaja Ahsanullah is his younger brother, is the Hon’ble Minister now 
in a position to say what are his academic qualifications ? 

The Hoit’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have already stated that I want notice. Not only is he my younger brother 
but he*is related to many of the gentlemen of the Opposition, and there are 
many relations of the Opposition members who were appointed in the 
department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the incumbent is a cousin of Sir NazimuddinF 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I hope you will not go into 
personalities. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Is an Hon’ble Minister entitled to 
take shelter behind the actions of his predecessor in office because the con- 
vention of Government and Parliament both is that unless he repudiates 
a certain policy 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: There is a continuity of policy, and 
it is not given to a Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Please put a definite question. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: U a Mi nisier entitled to say, “1 am 
not responsible because my predecessor did it” F 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of too great importance to 
be decided by me today. If he has no responsibility, he is entitled to say, 
“I did not do this; the responsibility does not lie on me.” But if you ask 
,my decision you will get it tomorrow. 

*Mr. (^ARU CSANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the name of the Minister who appointed Mr. Khwaja Ahsanullah? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I yrant to make my statement clear. Mr. Khwaja Ah.s^inullah was first 
agpdintcid as Chief Inspector when I was Minister in charge of Agriculture, 
but he was promoted from Chief Inspector to Assistant Controller in the 
time of .the ex-Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Mr. Khwaja Ahsanullah has been posted to Dacca after 
the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur has taken over charge of the department? 
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The Hofi’bie Nmrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca 

Postings are not done by Hon’ble Ministers. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. On a point ot order. May I knov 
through you, Sir, by allowing this sort of qiiehtions whether the standan 
and dignity of the House will not be lowered ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 1 cannot allow you to pu 
such questions. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS. The Scheduled Castes were not appointee 
in the Jute Regulation Department because there were not sufficient qualifier 
candidates. In TieA' of the qualifications laid down in the case oi 
Mr. Khwaja Ahsanullah, Assistant Controller ot Jute Regulation, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be now pleased to state whether he will make up the 
deficiency in the case of the Scheduled Castes in that department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already stated that for the Scheduled Castes we have had to low'er the 
qualifications even below the minimum qualifications which are required 
for Mussalmans. 


Shops aolcotod by Govanmefit for the sale of rioe in Calcutta. 

*54. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: {o) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department l)e pleased to 
state — 

(i) the total number of shops selected by Government for sale of rice 
in the city of Calcutta; and 

(it) the number of such shops belonging to — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Hindus, and 

(3) the Scheduled Caste communities? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the method or the pro- 
cedure adopted in the selection of such shops ? 

MINISTER In charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): (a)(i) 

Seventy up to Kith September, 1942. 

(u) (1) Thirty-one. 

(2) and (3) Thirty-nine. The exact number of shops Monging ♦o 
Scheduled Caste owners is not readily available. 
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(6) The shops were selected by Inspectors of Prices attached to the Civil 
Supply Directorate under the supervision of their superior officers. Well- 
known existing shops in or near markets or in hustees and poor quarters were 
selected. Some Muslim ruahMa sardars have been selected failing suitable 
Muslim shops. 

KOan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the amount or quantity of rice allotted to the shops as mentioned in 
answers («) (/V) (/) and («) {ii) {2) and (J) H 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

2,500 maunds. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: To each shopP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No, that is the total quantity. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But 1 wanted to know the allotment 
to the 01 shops mentioned in answer {a) (//) (/) ami the allotment to the 
shops metioned in answer {a) {ii) {2) and (J). 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I liave nol got the figures now, hut I may take it us a notice and supply him 

the information later. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: In the case of the non-availability 
of Scheduled Caste owners, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
to whom the quota fixed for the Scheduled Castes goesP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That is defined in the Communal Ratio Rules. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

A.R.P. Bcnrioca. 

28. Mr.* ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Defence Department be pleased U) state the number of 
appointmcgits made in the Province in the following services; — 

(a) Wardens; 

'(h)»Ca8ualty organisations; 

(c) Rescue service; 

(d) Messenger service; and 

(e) Street Fire Parties service? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (the 
AiM’bla Mr. tairtoMi Kumar Bara): A statement is laid on the Table. 
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Mttsage. 

The Secretary then read out the I’ollowinj^ Message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Touncil, namely, — 

“That the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment^ Bill, 1942, 
was passed by the Bengal Legislative Council with amendments ,at its 
meeting held on the 24th September, 1942, and that the concurrence of the 
Assembly be asked to the amendments made in the Bill by the Council.” 


Motion for loave of absence. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 1 beg to move that this Assembly do 
permit Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose representing Calcutta South (General) 
Constituency to be absent for the period from the 12th December, 1941, till 
the end of the present Session for which he finds that he is unable to attend 
meetings of jlu* Assemiilv. 

There being no objection, tlie motion was agreed to. 


Bogal Village Self-Government (Amedment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 beg to ask for leave 
for extension of time f(»r the submission of the Select Committee report on 
the Bengal Village SelMiovernment (Amendment) Bill, 1939, introduced 
by Maulvi Muhammad Israil. 

• 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of information. Sir. Are the 
Select (’ommittees ever going to submit their reports? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 cannot speak for other 
Select Committees, but 1 am asking for extension of time for submission 
of the Select Committee report on this Bill till the 31 st December, 1942. 
The Committee had one sitting and decided to postpone their meetings till 
November. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Sir, are we aiioweu to suggest 
amendments on this motion? I would like to- put the words d/c” 

instead of “31st December, 1942,” 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If Mr Israil agrees, 1 
will accept the amendment. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker was about to put the motion before the House.) 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. What about my amendment, Sir? 
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iir« DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is disallowed. (Laughter.) 

The /notion of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil that leave be 
granted for extension of time for submission of the Select Committee report 
on the Beng«il Tilkge Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 19d9. till the 
dlAt Decefiiber, 1942, was then put «nd agreed to. 


Inoidsiit tt Tangail. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May I ask the Hon'ble Home Minister 
through you, Sir, whether he is aware that 17 boats full of paddy were looted 
in the Tangail subdivision and the people are crying on account of starva- 
tion P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You ought to have given notice of the 
question to me. I am taken by surprise by your question. I cannot ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to give ion that information now. 


A. R. P. appointiiiMits. 

Mauivi ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister whether instructions have been issued to the recruiting 
authorities of A. R. P. appointments to observe the Communal Ratio Rules? 
The Hon’ble Dr. Mo(>kerjee the other day made it very clear that hence- 
forth future appointments would be thrown open to the Muslim and 
Scheduled (’aste candidates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. in order to secure a 
sufficient number of appointments for Muslims and Scheduled Castes in the 
A. H. P. Services as I aniumnced in the Assembly the other <lay, 1 have 
issued orders to all appointing authorities to hold up all appointments for 
the present, and we are discussing ways and means of implementing that 
decision of the Cabinet. 

Mauivi ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Arising out of this there is one 
sulpnission I would, like to make. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be 
j)leased to«»sl^thf appointing authorities to consult the Employment Adviser 
to Government in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That direction has ulreadv been 
I may add that in this matter we will welcome any assistance that 
‘m%y be Siven by members of the Opposition. We want a large number of 

candidates to he sent (Interruptions. ) If you have md got jmtience, 

plea.se dt) not put a (juestion. Sir, I want members of the Opposition as 
well ii.s of otlier partie‘> to .send l<» the Einplo>ment Advi^io names of Muslim 
and Scheduled ( uste candidates who in /heir opinion are fit and eligible for 
thi* appointments. I do not guarantee that all names that will be .sent up 
will be given appointments, but they will have a big field of choice, and it 
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will not be possible for them to say later that Muslim and Scheduled Caste 
candidates are not forthcoming. The Opposition can render very helpful 
assistance to the Government in this respect, and I appeal to them lo forget 
for the moment that we are sitting on different sides of the House and to 
co-operate and see that justice is done to the Muslim and Scheduled Caste 
candidates. 

Mr# K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the other day we were told by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister that at least one thousand additional appointments 
in the A. R. P. organisation were going to be made and that cent, per cent, 
of these appointments would go to the Muslim and Scheduled ('aste candi- 
dates. The Hon’ble Chief Minister always changes statements. He now 
says that he has issued orders to the appointing authorities to hold up 
vacancies. That means a few vacancies here and there. We knew that 
the statemeni was never intended to be acted upon. Then, Sir, the Chief 
Minister wants the co-operation of the Opposition. Sir, our suggestion is: 
let all appointments be properly advertised and let the appointments be 
made on merits. 

Tha Hon’blf Mfi A. Kt FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I knew also that members 
of the Opposition are making these remarks in order to get notoriety. I 
knew all that, hut I have done what 1 had promised. 1 had a conference 
yesterday with Mr. Hands, the (’hiet Secretary, Mr. Miirtyn and other 
appointing authorities, and 1 was told that about 201) appointments were 
going to be made immediately. The ways and means by which this policy 
©f appointment can be carried out throughout the province require considera- ’ 
tion. Meanwhile, it is felt that if appointments are not held up for some 
time, it ma.\ be that by the time our instructions go, many of the appoint- 
ments will be filled up. At the same time, we are trying to expedite the 
matter, and my friends of the Opposition need have no apprehension that 
if the\ offer any advice, it will not be thankfully accepted. 

As regards advertisements (Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mhidha interrupted.) — 

I ho|>e Mr. Mridha will please have patience and listen to what 1 say before 

comments — the appointing authorities have been told to advertise and 
advertise most extensively and if any other method is suggested, that method 
also will be adopted. 1 am ap)>ealing for co-operation. If that co-operation 
comes, we will welcome it, but if the co-operation df>es not ^oim', we will, 
according to our light, go on doing our duty. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Btngil (Rural) Primary Education (Amendmont) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS The House will now resume further discus-, 
•ion on the Hengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Am I to take it that Mr. Mirsa Abdul Hafiz and Maulvi Muhammad 
Israil are going to withdraw their motions? 
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*|ir. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes, Sir. I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion. 

Maulfi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Yes, Sir. I also beg leave of the House 
to witjjdraw my motion. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Is there any objection to leave being given 
to withdraw these motions ? 

(No objection was raised.) 

The motion of Mr. Mirzn Abdul Hafiz that clause 2 (I) be omitted was 
then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mauivi Muhammad Jsrail tliat clause 2(7) (a) be omitted 
was then, by leave of the H(>u‘>e, withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 beg to move 

that for sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the following sub-caluse be substituted, 
namely : — 

'^{2) after sub-section (.2) the following sub-section shall he added, 
namely : — 

The Director of Public Instruction. Bengal, shall be v.V’officio 
(v'hairman of the Comimttee, and there shall be a Secretary of 
the Committee who .shall for the first term of five years be 
appointed by the Provincial Government from amongst the 
elected members of the Board and who shall thereafter be 
elected in the prescribed manner by the members of the ('f»m- 
mittee from amongst themselves.’ ” 

ftfen’t think, Sir, that this amendment calls for any further explanatioiL. 
It has been brought forward onl\ to meet the wishes of the Opposition and 
otlier members of oftr party that the Secretary should be appointed for the 
first term* of^five years and thereafter he shall be elected from amongsi 
themselves. 

The molioii was then put and agreed to. 

• \Tbe piotion that clause 2 as amended stand part of the Bill was the* 
pift and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Th# Hon’ble Khm Bahadur M. ABUUL KARIM: Sir, 1 beg to move 
cblit in clause 3, sub-clauses ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) be omitted. 

'(he nfotioD was then put and agreed to. 
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The HoR’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move 
that for sub-clause (4) of clause 3, the following sub-clause be substituted 
namely : — 

“(^) after clause (A) the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

*(hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause (A) two 
members who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes to be 
appointed by the Provincial Government, and’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 3 as amended stand pari of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The motion that clause 4 stand part ot the Bill was then put ayd 
agreed to. 

Clauses 6y 6 and 7 . 

Th“ motion that clauses o, b and 7 stand part ot the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


(louse (S’. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. I beg to move 
that in sub-clause {3) of clause 8 in the proposed caluse (/) of sub-section 
(2) of section (it), after the words “election of members” in the first place ' 
where they occur the words “4md the Secretary” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion tluit clause 8 as amended stand jiart of tlie Bill was then put 
•nd agreed to. 


Preamlde. 

The motion that the preamble stand j>4irt of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 beg to move 
^hat the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941, ae 
fettled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Tho Workman’s Compansation (Bangal Amandmant) Bill, 1941. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that ^ 
the Workmen’s Compensation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941 , as passed by 
ike Bengal Legislative Council, be continued under proviso to rule 19 (J?) of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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• I beg also to move that the Workmen's (’om pen sat ion (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941, a.s passed by the Couneil. be taken into consideration. 

In doing so, Sir, I think it is necessary to give the House an U\ei\ of the 
provisions which we seek incorporated in this Bill. This Bill was intixuluced 
in the Monsoon Session of the Ijegislative Council last ymr. It W 4 is referred 
to a Belect Committee in which there was considerable discussion and 
consequent revision so that in the Council there were only one or two amend- 
ments which have been incorporated in the Bill. Tlie Bill was to be taken 
up in the Assembly in the November Session, but on ac<‘ount of difficulties 
and the uncertainty of the sitimtion that <x)uld not be done. 

Now the main fetiture of the Bill is that it amends the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act in its application to Bengal and piM>vides for the tipfmint- 
ment of medical referees to whom any medical (|ue.stion in dispute between 
employers and workmen may be referred by the (\)mnii-«:sioner for Workmen’s 
Compensation for a report and whose report shall ordinarily be binding on 
both parties. With tl»e incmise in s(x)pe of the Workmen’s (kmipensation 
Act, numerous cases have occurred bef<»re the C^)minisMioner for Workmen’s 
Compen.Hation in which various |>oints have arisen. th(» prin(‘ipid points being 
the nature and extent of permanent disjiblement of the worker, the duration 
of temjK)rttiry disablement, whether the incapacity, tem]>orar\ or permanent, 
is due to personal injury by accident, and whether the workman has contracted 
any occupational disease covered by Schedule III of the Act. 

The usual practice has been that Inith employers and workmen have 
called in private medical pKictitioners to give veilial evidence on the points 
in dispute and the evidence of medical witnesses hns had to lie recorded as 
nearly as may be 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, will you lake longV 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 think 1 shall have to 
take some time as the Bill will not be taken to a Select (kmimittee. I must 
explain to the House the various provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I hope you will be as brief as possible. 

Mr. XAI|IZUDblN KHAN: But we luive no objection to the Bill. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Besides there are no amendments, Sir. 

• VTha^Hoil’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I>o you wont me, Sir, to 
tilove the motion without any speech at all?^ I wish to place before the 
Houae, if you will allow me, some salient feiitures of the Bill. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would ask you to be as brief as possible. 

Tha HOffble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The Bill is intended to 
do |kwa\* with this practice of calling in private medical practitioners by 
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both employerg and workman to give verbal evidence in Court on the pomts 
in dispute and the necessity of engaging medical assessors by the Com- 
missioner for Wf)rkraen’s Compensation. Not only it is expected that this 
measure will considerably decrease expenditure on both sides, but also 
shorten Workmen’s Compensation proceedings. 

The Bill follows similar legislation in England with modifications i^uitable 
to meet the (onditions in this country. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bcisu, you have said that the Bill was 
not referred to the Select (^mmittee. This is not correct : the Bill was 
referred to a Select (Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, it was sent to a 
Select (V)mmittee of the Fpper House, but not here. 

In England it is provided that where the parties have agreed the 
appointment of u medical referee a certificate furnished by such a medical 
officer shall be conclusive evidence as to the matter so certified. The 
reference is made out of (’ourt — that means by means of a written report — 
and the fwirties are not put to the inconvenience and expense entailed by 
formal proceedings in Court. Application by a single party to refer the 
dispute to a medical referee is permissible except w'here the (tase is of 
exceptional difficulty 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: With your permission, Sir, may I, at this 
stage, intervene in the debate*^ There was an arrangement by which 
Government gave us to understand tliat tliese two Bills will not take more 
tlnxn five or ten minutes and that these iw'o days will be available to us for 
discussion on the motions on the statement of the Ilon’ble the Chief 
Minister. But in spite of the fact that there are no amendments and that 
there is no opposition, 1 ilo not understand why the time of the House will 
be utilised in this fashion. I appe«il to you, Sir, to see that at least the 
arrangement tliat has been agreed to is adhered to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; 1 siibmit, Sir^ that the 
Opposition is correct when it says that it is a non-con ten tibus Bill, but 
Government has got to justify its position before the outside world. It is 
a Bill (H>ncerning the employer and the worker and from that p>o'nt of view 
it is necessary for us to justify the provisions of the Bill which I have been 
now mentioning. The worker is not represented here today, and if is 
necessary on the part of Government that its position should be absolutely 
(‘larified and placed before the House as well as l>efore the outside world. 
As regards the question of arrangement referred to by the Ijeader of the 
Opp>osition, I do not know if any such arrangement has been arrived at. I 
may also p>oint out that the House ttiday had to be adjourned for want of a 
quorum because the members of the Opposition were not found in their seats 
including the I/eader of the Opposition. 
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.Hr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I point out that on a Bill which was 
referred* to a Select Committee and on which there is no amendment now 
before the House the Hon’ble Minister, I hope, will be as brief us possible. 

The Montble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I shall deal only with 
the salient features of the Bill. Application by a sinjrle party to refer the 
dispute to a medical referee is permissible, where the case is of exceptional 
difficulty or for any other sufficient reason the Judj^e is of opinion that the 
reference should be refused. In the Bill reference of a dispute to medical 
referees ordinarily takes place only on joint application of both ])artie'i. 
Application by a single party is not ruled out, but if the Cmnmissioner is oi 
opinion that the question is one wliich ought not on account of exceptional 
difficulty of the case or for any other sufficient reason be referred to a medical 
referee, he may after recording his reasons in writing reject the application. 

The report of the medical referee is ordinarily conclusive, but the Com- 
missioner can in particular ])roceed tug’s, eitlier of his own motion or cm 
application being made to him by either party, allow the ])arty to adduce 
further evidence in the case if he deems it expedient in the interest of justice 
to do so. 

Now, Sir, power has been taken under the Bill to prei)are a list of qualified 
medical practitioners who may be appointed medical referees. Tlie list is 
to be ]>ublished in the official gazette. 

Reference to a particular medical referee is within the discretion of the 
Commissioner, except however where both parties agree that the dispute 
be referred to a particular medical referee in tlie li-nt, tl»e Commissioner shall 
refer the matter to him. 

Pow'er has been taken for determining the lees and exjcenscs payable 
in connection with references of medical (juestions to medical referees, 
and it is not expected that there w'ould be any extra cost involved in the 
administration of this Bill. The parties themselves will bear the cost. 

Then, there are possible criticisms against the Bill which we arc prej)ai(‘d 
to meet, but so far as the Opposition is concerned there is no criticisni 
offered here although that does not debar the Opposition fn)m creating ait 
opposition ajid agitation outside. Now, Sir, I would, thereft»re, mainly 
deal wdtb the criticisms and objections and offer in> answers. The first 
objection that may be put forward is that the scojie of tlie Bill does not 
extend to •disputes regarding the death of a workman. As regards death. 
Jt^j^as excluded because it was considered that in such a case the ordinary 
pj^cedu^e of the Court should apply which means that the case in full should 
be heard in Court. The matter was fully deliated in the Select Committee 
and there is no adequate reason to depart from the views taken there. 

Then the second point is that the application by a single party should not 
be allowed. Application of a single *party has been allow’ed, but at the 
same time discretion has been left to Court to consider whether a single 

A AA ^ 1/^*1 Via 
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Then, *Sir, the third point i» that the report of the medioal referee 
should not be regarded as conclusive. Here actually there has been a 
•departure from the English practice. The departure was made in view of 
the general susceptibilities ot the litigant public. The relevant provision 
in the Bill is actually a compromise. The report of the medicar referee is 
ordinarily binding, but the Commissioner has been given the poiver in 
special circumstances either of his own motion or on the application of 
either l)arty to allow further evidence to be adduced if he considers that 
it is in the interest of justice to do so. The cricitisin on the point is 
•entirely misconceived. 

Sir, the fourth point is that parties should be competent to object to 
parti(;ular referees. Now, that was carefully considered hut that was 
rejected. Objections to it are that it casts reflections on the medical 
referees, that it will mean endless repetition of a})j)lications, that in any 
case the Court can appoint any one it considers best and finally that the 
object is much better secured by the proviso of the section. 

Then the last objection whi(‘h T am to meet is that (Tovernment have 
given no indication in the Bill regarding the manner in which the list of 
medical referees shall be prepared. Now, Sir, with regard to that last 
objection, my submission would he this. It was suggested at one time 
that the emi)loyers and workmen should he invited to submit names of 
qualified medical fiructitioners through their respective associations. The 
suggestion w'us carefully considered, but rej(‘cte(l. It wa^ thought that 
such a procedure would tend to identify different doctors with dift'erent 
groups and the object of securing an impartial opinion would not be so 
achieved. 

Now', Sir, the (juestiim of framing legislation on the subject on an 
all-lndiu basis was considered again at the Labour Conference at Delhi. 
Though a decision was not arrived at, that should not deter the province 
of Bengal from going ahead with a piece of legislation which is considered 
necessary so far as this province is concerned. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that the 
Workmen’s Compensation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by 
the Bengfil J/egislative Council, be taken into consideration, w'as then put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The (|uestion that clause 1 vStand part of the Bill wa.s thwi put and 
agreed to. 

Clauses 2, 4 and 6. 

The question that clauses 2, d, 4 and 5 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Prefjimhle. 

The question that the preamble stnnd part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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• Th6 Hwi'blB Mf« 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Sir, I to move that 
the Wdi'kmen’s Compensation (Benj^al Amemlment) Bill, 1941, as settled in 
the Assembly, be passed. 

The «iotion was then put and agreed to. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Beoond Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, before you proceed to other 
business, nia\ T draw your attention to the fa(‘t that the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, as passed 1# the Council, has been 
circulated today together with some amendments, and we have been asked 
to put in our amendments h\ 3 ]>.m. today. 

Sir, this is a very important Hill, and 1 think all members of the House 
will agree that the time suggested is very short. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is co ming tomorrow. The Bill was 
passed by this House and from this lIou.se it went to the other House. 
Tliey have made sliglit alterations, and I think there will be no amendment 
from tliis Hou.se. So. I linve fixed tomorrow for this Bill, and I hope you 
vill be able to submit your amendments, if any, by today. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, will you kindly aca^ept amend- 

luent.s also tomorrow before the ({uestion hour^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In that case 1 will m>t be able to circuilate 
them. It would be better if you give them up to 4 o’clock today. 

8PECIAL MOTION. 

On Chief Minister’s 8tatement. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that Ibis Assembly 
is, of opinion that .the Hnn’ble the (’hief Minister’s statement in regard t<> 
the incident* ip the Be.rhampore and the Dac<-a Jails i.s extremely meagn* 
and unsatisfactory, and that immediate steps should be taken to appoint a 
non-official Committee consisting of the members of the different parties 
in the Legislature to enquire int(» those incidents and to report within a 
iWCek. 

• ^ 9 

Sir, my resolution is very simple and straightforward. It wants the 
appointment of an Enquiry Committee into the serious and grave incidents 
which took place in the Berhampore and the Dacca Jails. The gravity 
of the matter is apparent from the fact that in the Dacca Jail alone over 
^ persons were killed and over 130 jlersons were seriously wounded. The 
Igure of the Berhampore Jail is not known, but I am informed that it was, 
if not more, at least equal to that of the Dacca figure. 
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Sir, the Government communique, dated the 4th September, bearing 
the news of the Dacca incident, shocked the public. I immediately, in my 
representative capacity as the President of the Dacca District Muslim 
League as well as the Chief Whip of the Muslim I>eague Parliamentary 
Party, issued a statement through the Press demanding the appointment 
of an impartial and independent Enquiry Committee. I maintain ’that I 
correctly voiced the public feeling on the subject, and I had the unanimous 
support of every section of the people of Bengal in making the demand for 
the appointment of an impartial and independent Enquiry Committee. In 
my statement I also promised the public that in case (tovernment did not 
concede this demand, 4|he Muslim League Parliamentary I’arty would take 
steps to raise this matter on the door of the House. Accordingly, I gave 
noti(!e of an adjournment motion on the subject and sought your permission 
to move it on the loth instant. You, Sir, advised me to wait for the 
statement of the Hon’ble Chief Minister and after that when arrangements 
were made between (tovernment and the Opposition with your consent that 
special motions would be allowed on the statement of the Chief Minister, 
the Muslim League Parliumeniary Party decided to include this motion 
as one of the most important subjects to he brought up before the House. 

Sir, eight or ten days after the Oovernmeiit cominuni(iue and my 
statement, another eoinmunique was issuer! which informed the public 
that the Inspector-General of Prisons and the (^omuiis.sioner of the Dacca 
Division were appointed to en(|uire into the incidents of the Dacca Tail. 
I maintain, Sir, Jhat the appointment of these two gentlemen did not in 
the remotest manner satisfy the public demand. I have nothing to say 
about these officers as private indivi<luals. I am only concerned with their 
official p(»sition. One of them i.s the Iiis}K*etor-Generul of Prisons who is 
the head of the jail administration in the ]>r(.vinet‘ and is directly interested 
in the good name of that in.stitution and of the officers administering that 
institution. The other gentleman i** the Ccunmissioner of the Division. The 
institution is situated in hi.s division and, as a matter of fact, it is in the 
same cit\ which is the headquarters ot the f ommissioner. The institution 
comes under his charge and he is also interested in the institution. It 
may he argued that simply because these officers were connected with 
institutions, they should not be preiduded from exercising impartial judg- 
ment. I admit, Sir, that ordinarily it should not be so, but unfortunately 
in our country the udmini.stration is ba.sed on the tradition of prestige. 
If is considered that the whole administration is maintained by ipreserving 
the prestige of the officers. There are hundreds of instances when^ justice 
has been sacrificed at the altar of the prestige of the officers. I would 'onl^ 
cite one instance — tlmt infamous incident in that tragic (iccurrenee of 
Jalianwalalvagh — the erwr of judgment, ond I w'ill Iwive it at that. 
Apart from this question of prestige, there are other very strong and 
cogent reasons why the public cannot place any confidence and reliance 
on the enquiry held by these office'rs. Sir, the Glovernment communique 
of the 4th September did not confine itself to giving information about the 
incident, but deliberately went out of its way to prejudice the public mind 
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by introducing the word ^^gootuia" and also adding that most of Uie victims 
were non-Bengalis, as if that makes any difference. On the 6th September, 
Sir, a Government press note came out and told the public that Government 
were now in possession of certain additional details regarding the shouting 
of professional and habitual criminal security prisoners. Mark the words, 
“professfbna? and habitual criminal security prisoners.” I submit, Sir, 
that Hje Government communique sounds like an unscrupulous prosecution 
lawyer’s dishonest advocacy, prejudi(‘ing the public mind. 8ir, Government 
have indicated their mind; they are out to justify the action of their officers 
and not only that, they have attempted to prejudice the mind of the public 
by questionable methods. Therefore, Sir, it is not possible for any person 
to place any reliance on the enquiry held by the officers of Government. 
Sir, I would like to make it clear that I am not one of those who want an 
Eiujuiry Committee to he apjwinted -on e4ich and every occasion whenever 
the police have to open fire t(» quell the disturbances and maintain law and 
order. I submit, Sir, tluit there must he distinction between incidents and 
incidents, and 1 find that in this I am not alone. My friend Mr. Atul 
('handra Sen and other members of his party by their conduct have shown 
that they do also make this distinction. While iny friend Mr. Atnl C^hamlru 
Sen has tabled a motion dcmandinir setting up of an Enquiry (hunmitteo 
to enquire into the incident of the Dacca Jail shooting, neither he nor any 
member of his party has made any demand for the appointment or setting 
up of an Enquiry (\)nimittee into the recent shootings in Calcutta or in 
other places in Bengal. Sir, I cemfess that I know very little about these 
security prisoners. As a matter of fact, very few of the public, T believe, 
know anything about them, as far as my information goes. Sir, I shall 
welcome correct information if the Hon’ble Chief Minister will give us 
w'hile replying to this debate. I do not know who is going to reply to this 
debate — either tin* (’hiet Minister or the de facia Chief Minister. Whm*ver 
he may be, I hope he will try to supply us with correct information regarding 
this jail incident. Sir, as far as I know these are flic people who are not 
tried in any Court and who ifi the opiuiem of the authorities may prove 
dangenms elements at the time of commotion and trouble which are 
ap}»rehendcd. Therefore, they are deprived of their liberty as a precautionary 
neasAre to protect the jicaceful and law-abiding peojde. It should be notefi 
hat none of them was found guilty of breaking the law or convicted by 
iii\ Court of law.* Just in the same way a large number of people have 
[)een arrested and detained who in the opinion of tlie authorities may prove 
langerous as far as the political life of the country is concerned. They were 
arrested cgi the basis of their past records, but none of them was found 
5fuilty of actually breaking the law nor have they been tried in any Court. 
[*t3e ngit question the wisdom and the nece.ssity of depriving such men of 
tfteir liberty if the authorities arc honestly convinced that their liberty 
may prove a menace to the political and civil life of the country. Tn view 
of the extraordinary condition prevailing in the country, the authorities 
may be justified to take certain .steps to deprive these people of their liberty, 
but what I want to say is that they tave no right to ill-treat them. The 
whole trouble is true to their form and record. The Ministry have failed 
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to take note of the gravity of the situation, in spite of the fact thal the 
have had their warning. Just as they failed, totally failed^ completel 
failed, to take timely, proper and adequate steps in the matter of appoin 
ments in the A.R.P. Services, solving the food problem, and the jut 
problem, so also in the matter of these security prisoners th^v have bee 
guilty of criminal neglect and inaction. Sir, at least the Berhampor 
incident ought to have served as a warning to the Ministry. They^ougl 
to have realiserl that there was something seriously wrong somewhere. Th 
details of the shooting in the Berhaiupore Jail are not known to the public 
but according to my information, the number of people dead was not les 
than what took place in Dacca. Sir, people do not face the bullets ani 
give their lives just for the sake of fun. The Hon’ble the Chief Ministe 
in his statement very cunningly avoided to supply any information o 
explain the policy of (Government regarding any important and vita 
questions. Dealing with the incident at Berhampore, be said, '‘There hav 
been two major jail disturbances. One which broke out at the BerbainpoT 
Special Jail on the 19th May, 194‘2, which was handled tactfully by tk 
local officers and about which T do not wish to say anything at the presen 
moment.” 

Sir, does this statement convey any information to the House about th( 
incidents in Berhampore T wonder if he means shooting down over 3< 
persons and wounding a large number of persons “as tactful handling b; 
the local officials.” T would like to know from the H<mT>le Chief Ministe 
whether he tried to find out under what circumstances firing w^as resortec 
to, what were the reasons which made the victims act in a manner whicl 
was sure to bring about their own destruction. J maintain, *Sir, that tin 
House is entitled to be given full and complete information on the subject. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister’s statement regarding the Dacca Jai 
incident is equally worthless and gives us no information. As I stater 
earlier, I know very little about the security prisoners. According to m> 
information, there are two sets of security prisoners. One set has beer 
described in the (Government Press note as professional and habitual 
criminal security prisoners, I do not know the official version of the oHiei 
set. None of the members of the other set has been guilty of breaking 
the law which deserved their detention. I understand that they are kepi 
in the same jail side by side, but there is a vast difference in t^he treatment 
meted out to the two sets of pri.soners. For c*onvenience sake I would 
refer to one set of prisoners as Set A and aimther as Set B. Both sets of 
prisoners are kept in the same jail. The members of Set A are ‘invariably 
placed in Division A. They are given special allowances, facilities for 
recreation, reading matter and other amenities. Their standard (1^ livi/ig 
is far superior if) the other set. They are not required to do any work. 
But the members of Set B are not granted any of these fut ilities or 
amenities. They are treated like ordinary convict prisoners and ;ire 
subjected to all the rigours of prison life. If this is true, it can be easily 
comprehended that the privileged set who are politically-minded and who 
were out to create disturbances must have been inciting the members of 
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th« Set B pointing out to them the privileges Bcc«irdeil to and enjoyed by 
Set*A. They must have been constantly pointing out to these victims “the- 
treatment meted out to them was illegal and under the law they were not 
obliged to work and they were equally entitled to all the privileges like 
Set A.” ^8 i,t difficult to understand that the unfortunate set was Ixmud' 
to be influenced by such incitements y They must liuye (onatantly felt the 
injustice meted out to them. They might have had a bad record, but 
their detention was only a precautionary measure which was in itself 
questionable. Over and above that they were treated inhumanly. T would 
like the Hon’ble Chief Minister to tell us whether or not these men were 
treated as ordinary convict prisoners ; if so, under what law were they 
being so treated, and why an invidious distinction was made between two 
sets of prisoners? 

Sir, the Oovernment (ninniunique, dated 4th September, in my opinion, 
contains sufficient materials to visualise us to what might have happened. 
These people were being very unjustly and harshly treated. ITiey must 
have reached the limit of (heir endurance, (ioaded and incited by the 
privileged set of security prisoners they must have decided to refuse to* 
submit to the illegal order. Instead of realising the weakness of their 
position, the authorities enforced their orders by the use of force. T am 
prepared to agree that the victims on their part might have threateneil to 
resist in a violent manner. Then the question of prestige of the officials 
and obedience to jail discipline must have prompted the use of firearms. 
Nowhere is it stated that they were armed wuth any .sort of weapons. Nor 
is it contended that there was any attempt to make a break through. All 
that the communique has brought out is that they mutinied and refused 
to work. In the first place, 1 question the legal right of the authorities to* 
make the.se people work. In the second place, is there any justification to 
shoot people because they refused bi obey an illegal order? These men 
were confined in an enclosure; the\ were unarmed and (ut off from tbe 
other parts of the jail. Therefore, the necessity for opening fire is diffii ult 
to understand. Not only that; the fire was opened only because these- 
peopk* refused to work. But according to my information the firing 
continued for a considerable time, and the people in that enclosure began 
to run from one place to another. Some of them climbed the tree.s and 
they were»shqt down; some of them wim managed to jump iiixm the roof 
^f the building were also shot <lown. ((hies of “Shame! Shame!” from 
the Opjxisition benches.) I quite understand that in the.se days when 
strong forftes are out to create disturbances and inwnvenience the 
a^^yjnistration, nothing should he done to weaken the hands of the 
*?au|horiti?s who are responsible for maintaining law and order. But, Sir, 
in the name of maintenance of law and order cold-blooded murdei cannot 
be sanctioned. That is wliat happened in the Dacca .Fail. I submit that 
I have given sufficient facts to enable the House to judge that the mutter 
was a very seriou.s one. It is not an ordinary affair; a primd facie case has 
b^n made out whether there was any justification for opening the fire, and 
even if there had been any justification for opening the fire was there any 
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justification for continuing? the fire, and shootinj? down helpless and unarmed 
people who were confined in an enclosed place. It has not been made out 
that they were making? an attempt to break through. It has not been said 
that they were armed with dangerous weapons or that the life of the firing 
party was in danger. In spite of that, the shooting continued fjr such a 
considerable time. Ip' these circumstances, I submit that a non-official 
Committee of Enquiry mu.st be set uj) to enquire into the incidents of both 
the Dacca and Berhampore Jails. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, there are two courses open to you. 
You can speak on the motion already moved or you can move your f)wn 
motion . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I want to move my own motion. 
Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of opinion tluit a mixed Committee 
with a non-official majority should forthwith be constituted to enquire into 
the recent shooting incident in the Dacca Central Jail which took place on 
the 31 st August, 1942, in which several pri.soners lost their lives and others 
were more or less seriously injured and to rei>ort to the Government the 
nature end the causes of the nccurren(*e, the number of the casualties, the 
circ‘um stances under which firing had to be resorted to and as to whether 
firing was at all necessary or to the extent it was resorted to and also to 
recommend to the Government suitable action against any jail official or 
officials who in the opinion of the (^mmittee have been guilty of causing 
unnecessary loss of lives or of any other excesses. 

This House is further of opinion that in order to enable the aforesaid 
('ommittee to investigate facts pioperly the pre.sent Superintendent of the 
jail should forthwith be relieved of his duties or transferred elsewhere. 

Sir, in commending this motion to the acceptance of the House, I have 
to tell a tale of horrors, and you will kindly pardon me if I have to use 
strong language at times. I would put it like this. The blood-stained 
time-table of British rule in India had a bloody Monday added to it, viz.. 
Monday, the 'list August, 1942, when there was a blood-bath in the Dacca 
(Vntral dail. Sir, that bluffing and blustering Minister-politician of Great 
Britain who is a past-master in the art of telling political lies with regard 
to India taking his cue from the bureaucrats in India and whose name is 
li. S. Amery has been pleased to tell the world that there was a mutiny in 
the Dacca Central Jail on the 31st August, 1942. It is a lie. The t^pith 
is that on that day there was a massacre, an unprovoked cold-bloo<fed 
massacre of some helpless prisoners in the jail by the Superintendent and 
bis men. Sir, the story is very sim]»}e as it often is in this cursed land of 
ours. The prisoners in question forgetting that they are Indians did some- 
thing in the Jail which in a free countrA- would have got the Government 
to intervene in their favour, whereas here a bureaucrat who was in thtfir 
charge gave them death instead. Sir, the non-political security prisoners, 
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aVut 300 in number, lodged in the jail having, for some months past, 
failed tp persuade the Superintendent to forward some of their grievances, 
serious grievances, to outside higher authorities went on strike on that 
Monday. They refused to work: they went on strike in order to draw the 
attentiorf of the District Magistrate to their grievances. This exaHi>erated 
the European gentlemen, or should I say, the brute, who occupies the posi- 
tion of the Superintendent of the jail, so much so that he shot those i)eople 
like rats, killing about forty, if not more than forty, and injuring 200 
others. Sir, early in the morning on that date there was firing, continuous, 
incessant firing for mofie than half an hour in the jail. People heard 
reports of guns from long distances. They wc're bew*ildered and asked 
what the matter w^as inside the jail. Streams of people, men and women, 
came to my place with tearful eyes and asked, “What has been the matter 
in the jail? Have they shot the political prisoners?”. I myself did not 
know', as I could not stir out, having been laid down with an attack of 
influenza. It was on Monday as I have told you. On Wednesday I paid 
a visit to the Jail. I met the Jail Superintendent at his office. He told 
me that he had to open fire on the non-political security prisoners in self- 
defence having l)een attacked by them. In self-defence, indeed ! The 
gentleman talked with me for about half an hour, and I found him perfectly 
fit and unscathed. As a matter of fact, I did not notice any signs of exter- 
nal injury' on his person, not even a bruise or even a scratch. He repeatedly 
told me that he w'as so upset that he could not eat and sleep. If it was 
true it must have been due to the nervous shock from which a murderer 
I always suffers. (Ltiughter fiom the European benches.) Yes, they are 
laughing, but they will not laugh long. From the Superintendent’s office I 
went to the ho.spital. There I saw 136 wounded prisoners, all huddled up 
together in two small rooms and in the adjoining verandah. 1 was told 
that there were more wounded prisoners in the barracks who could not l)e 
accommodated in the hospital. I saw some of them waiting as outdoor 
patients. What a staggering sight it was — these wounded prisoners with 
their maimed bodies riddled with bullets, pierced with bayonets and 
bruised with Iwitons ! 1 sat by the bedside of some of them, — iipjKirently 

dying men, and some of them must have died since. I touched them softly 
and looked at their cheerless, despairing and agonising faces. They burst 
into tear^v anjl sobbed like little children. These peoj)le, every one of them, 
told me like this; “Sir, w^e have done nothing to deserve this treatment: 
we are absolutely innocent : the Superintendent has killed 38 of us, for 
nothing: are dying men and must tell you the truth. Having for some 

iiy[)pths past failed to induce the Superintendent to forward some of our 
gj^eVanees to higher authorities, we went on strike on Monday. We 
refused to work: we went on strike in order to draw the attention of the 
District Magistrate to our grievances. The Superintendent came in a fury 
and blurted out, ‘What ! SalcUt you will not work ! All right I And imme- 
diately he opened fire. He and his men w’^ho were quickly rhin forced fired 
iadiscriminately. We oiied piteenriy, asking him to stop fire: with folded 

hands we begged for mercy. But to no effect. Some climbed up the trees 

« 
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in the- yard in order to save their lives. They were not spared; they 
were shot down dead like birds.’* Sir, imagine my grief to hear this woeful 
tale of the prisoners. I could not stand it longer. I came away and 
several times I tried to speak with the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in 
Calcutta over the telephone, but he was not available. I . started for 
Calcutta on Saturday, and I met the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on Mon- 
day. I told him everything. I told him that the Dacca Jail Superin- 
tendent had committed “man-slaughter” — the very language I used — and 
that he ought to be prosecuted. “Won’t you take up the matter, Sir?” I 
appealed to him. He very kindly agreed to go to Dacca and started on 
Wednesday, my honourable friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and I 
accompanying him. The Chief Minister and we visited the jail at Dacca on 
Friday accompanied by the Tnspect-or-General of Prisons, Bengal, and the 
Additional District Magistrate of Dacca. We spent more than two hours 
in the jail, and. Sir I may tell you without any fear of contradiction that 
what we saw and heard that day in the jail fully confirmed the story given 
me by the wounded prisoners on the occasion of my previous visit to the 
jail. It also confirmed the belief that I cherish for good reasons that when- 
ever official prestige is at stake, whenever an official, especially a European, 
is concerned, an ofificial enquiry into an incident is. good for nothing. Sir, 
as I have already said, we visited the Dacca ('entral Jail on Friday. We 
went straight to the yard where the prisoners are alleged to have atta<*lve(] 
the Superintendent and his men. This yard like all other yards in the 
jail is enclosed on all sides by high walls and strong iron fences which do 
not permit ingress or egress of people exce})t through one inside entrance 
which is always kept closed and guarded. Having entered the yard we 
asked the Inspector-General of Prisons — and he was all the time speaking 

to us as the representative of the jail officials and supporting their case 

with something like ingenuity. We asked him, “What were the weapons 
which the prisoners used?" “Brickbats and iron rmls" he replied 
“Where did they get brickbats from?” I asked. The Inspector-General 
replied that there were rows of cone-shaped bri<*ks })lanted in the yard as 
might be found in gardens and parks. The prisoners, he said, pulled, out 
these bricks and used them as missiles. “But,” I asked, “if there were 

bricks here planted as you say which the prisoners pulled out and used as 

missiles, every one of the bricks so pulled out must have left soiye depres- 
sion on the spot from where it was pulled out. Do you see anything like 
depression anywhere on the ground? On the contrary, do you not see that 
the ground is uniformly plain with grass growing on it which C4.nnot have 
been disturbed for years, whereas the incident took place barely ten dA^s 
back?” The reply which the Inspector-General gave to this astounded us 
to a degree. “Yes,” he mumbled, ‘‘but the bricks were not all big; they 
were a mixed sort. Npne of them w'as very big and, therefore, has left no 
noticeable dep^ression on earth*” I Jaughed at the reply and asked, “Is, 
there any other spot in the jpil with sigiilar rows of cpneYshaped bricks?” 
Ee replied “Yes" and led to the pppt. ;I asked a jail warder, a very 
big and bony lelW, to pull out a brick from a at random which he did. 
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He^iised his boot-s and fists alike and succeeded after a minute’s shaking^ 
and kicking to pull out one and, behold, what did we find, but a pretty 
big hole on the spot from where the brick was pulled out ! At luy bidding 
the warder pulled out another brick from another row at landom with the 
same result. » Then I looked at the Inspector-General rather sternly and 
asked if he still seriously wanted us to believe this silly brick-throwing 
story. The gentleman looked non-plussed and made no reply. Sir, after 
this need I tell you that these bricks nowhere and never existed exce])t in 
the imagination of the Inspector-General, and also, that the story of brick- 
throwung is a juire myth invented to save the skin of the Kuropt‘au Superin- 
tendent. (Mr. AiiDi'i. \Vaiiai$ Khan: It is always done.) Yes, we know, 
it is always done. The story is a myth, a pure invention, hut it is a very 
clumsy invention which cannot deceive anybody excei>t the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, Bengal, and perhaps also the Divisional (kmimissioner, 
Dac<‘a, the twH> gentlemen who were deputed to emiuire info the jail inci-» 
dent. 

Sir, having inspected the yards, wc proceeded on to the hospital and 
from there to the political security prisoners’ barracks that stand nearby. 
On the way "e asked the Inspector-General wdiether it wuis true that some 
prisoners who had climbed the tree in the yard at the time of the bi’cur- 
rence w’ere shot dowm. “Yes,” he replied, “because they were thn)wing 
brickbats from there.” 1 wonder it did not occxir to the gentleman that 
even if there were bricks there a person could not iM)ssibly climb a tree, 
a big tree with a large cinuimierence, as all the trees in the yard are, w'ith 
bricks, even wdth one brick in his hand. Supposing one (tould climb a tree 
with one brick in hand, could he possibly stand sectire on the tree and nne 
his one missile effectively to be a source of danger to anybody? And, 
again, could a prisoner be so foolish as to (dimb a tree with a brick in hand 
and make himself a clear target of the firing s(juud that was dealing death 
ill round? No one will sw^allow such a foolish story. The truth is tliat 
these helpless prisoners not knowing how to save their lives in the situation 
dimbed the trees in the hope that they might somehow be spared, but the 
ivratlf the mighty Superintendent was not appeased before they were 
Ihot down dead. 

The political sectirity prisoners living in the barracks nearby told us 
ihat they saw'*the occurrences with their own eyes and described them with 
i vividness that could not be mistaken. 

Sir, I htfve done with the brick-throwing story. Now comes the iron rod 
itjiCfc. I do not propose to go into the details of this story because time 
vilj* not permit. When we asked the Inspector-General to tell us where 
he prisoners got iron rods from, he showed us a staircase with iron rails 
ind told .us that the prisoners -had removed seme of the rails from the stair- 
ase and used them as weapons of attack. He also told us that these rails 
lad been refixed in their^wn places by t^e jail officials after the occurrence . 

Sir, after a very close and direful ’examinaiioh of the staircase and 
he railing we were not at all convinced that any rails from the staircase 
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recently been removed and reExed, and also we were satisfied after ai 
•zperiment by the same big and bony warder that it was not humanly 
possible to pull out those rods. Apart from all this, Sir, it seems extremely 
strange that the rails which were alleged to have been pulled out from th< 
staircase were refixed into their old places by the jail officials before tht 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister or the Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal,, oi 
sny other j^erson who might be deputed to enquire into the incident had a 
chance and opportunity of examining them as detached from the staircase, 
or are we to understand that the jail officials thought that the incident 
was not at all serious and therefore there would be no enquiry into it? 
This is not a believable story. 

Sir, 1 hope I have been able to show that there was nothing like an 
attack on the Superintendent and his men by the prisoners with brickbats 
and iron rods as alleged. Here, Sir, I may draw your attention to a 
Government communique of a rather misleading nature. I should tell you 
that this communique was published before I saw the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister and before he went to Dacca. Giving the communal ratio of the 
casualties— a thing which I strongly deprecate— the communique adds that 
“a warder also died,” apparently suggesting that he was the victim of an 
attack by the prisoners. But, Sir, 1 have definite information that this 
naan gt)t mixed up in the melee and received a bullet shot which caused 
his death. 

I repeat, Sir, that there was no artack on the Jail Superintendent and 
his men as alleged by them. There might have been a scuffle between the 
prisoners and the jail warders or there might have been none ; more ])ro- 
bably the latter. In either case, the question of shooting did not arise. 
Even admitting for argument’s sake that there was an attack on the 
buperinteiulent and his men by the j)ri8oners in the manner alleged bv 
them with brickbats and iron rods, the question is whether even then firing 
was necessary, and if it was necessary whether it was necessary to have it 
done in the manner and for the duration that it was done, namely, for more 
than half an hour, causing as many as 40 deaths. Sir, my answer to this 
question is an emphatic “no,” and that must be ever/ sensible man’s 
answer. < 


Sir, these days you read almost daHy in newspapers OoTenvnent com- 
muniques and other accounts of how the police and the militarj- in differentf 
parts of India disperse large, unruly and uncontrollable mobs— at times 
armed mobs by firing and inflicting casualties, but do von rtsmember to 
have read any account telling you that in any case the number of casual- 
ties has cHime up to anything like forty. I dare soy “no.” But Ae IWia 
Supermtendent , had to kill about forty people and injure 200 others 
out of 300 within Uie four walls oi the jail lo quell the alleged distur- 
bances by them. Sir, this is monstrous. 1 am not prepared to believe that 
a^ If, contrary to my vie^. there was anything serious in the jail the 
^^a Superintendent could not have tackled the situation in, the i pani-er 
m which the Allahabad Superintendent did recently in dealing with the 
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same class of people without causing any loss of lives if he had the mind 
to. Sir,* I have no doubt that the Dacca Superintendent perpetrated the 
horrors on Monday morning quite deliberately in order ‘'to create an im* 
pression’^f— to use that classic phrase — in the manner that one of his com* 
patriots did years ago at Jallianwallabagh. (Cries of “Hear! Hear I “ from 
the Opt)osition benches.) I therefore demand an enquiry into the Dacca 
.Jail incident. I particularly demand an enquiry into the conduct of the 
.Jail Superintendent. I know that Government had an enquiry conducted 
by two high officials, one of them being the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
Bengal, i.e., the boss of the Superintendent whose conduct was the subject- 
matter of the enquiry. Sir, generally I have no faith in an official depart* 
mental enquiry into an incident in which an official, especially a EuropeaUv 
is concerned. I have still less faith in this Committee of which tlie Inspec- 
tor-General of Prisons was a member. Sir, the manner in which this 
gentleman put up silly stories before the Hon’ble Chief Minister at Dacca 
is nothing short of scandalous. About the other gentleman, too, i.e., tha 
Divisional Commissioner of Dacca, 1 have not anything better to say. 1 
have not known him to rise above official and racial bias. Indeed, 
where do you find to-day a European officer belonging to the I.C.S. fra- 
ternity who can rise above official and racial biasl^ 1 do not find any. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 demand an enquiry into the incident by a Committee, a 
mixed committee of officials and non-officials with a non-official majority. 
I want this Committee to make a thorough examination of the case and to 
find out among other things w'hether the Jail Superintendent or any other 
jail official or officials were guilty of any excesses and, if so, to recommend 
to the Government suitable action against them. I further demand that 
the Jail Superintendent against whom there is a clear yrima facie cuso 
should forthwith be suspended or transferred elsewhere, so that he may not by 
well-known methods of jail terrorism make free and independent tendering 
of evidence by the prisoners impossible and thus frustrate the very object 
of the enquiry. I feel, Sir, that this gentleman should have been suspended 
or transferred by this time. (Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik : Why was it not 
donef^ I also ask, why? 

• Before I conclude, permit me. Sir, to make two appeals through you. I 
would appeal to alb sections of the House, especially to my European 
^friends, td su5[)port this motion. My European friends very w’ell know at 
much at we that feelings between ourselves have of late been greatly 
embittered and strained to a degree. Let them not further accentuate the 
situation by allowing the perj)etrator8 of such horrors to go unpunished* 
rke^^must remember that the present “Quit India“ movement is only the 
cumulative result of a chain of such wrongs done in the past. They muet 
know that their action to-day on the floor of this House is being keenly 
watched ‘by millions outside. They must not, I beg of them, supjiort the 
Dacca massacre which I regard as a Jallianwallabagh massacre ia 
miniature. It is in a sense even Worse than the Jallianwallabagh 
Bifaaacre. It is more barbarous, more vindictive, more cruel and moiu. 
MWardly ihan the Jallianwallabagh masaaoM. Sir, what can be more cruel 
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and more cowardly than to shoot prisoners committed to one’s care without 
anything like provocation within the four walls of a jail where they cannol 
escape or retaliate? I ask my honourable friends to realise this and 
jupport this motion. 

Sir, I have another appeal to make viz., to the Government. This Gov- 
-^rnment have already shown by their action that they are people’s Govern- 
ment as much as it is possible within the orbit of the Government of India 
Act of 1935 and in the peculiar and difficult circumstances prevailing in the 
province. The great public man who is at the head of the Government is 
well known for his broad sympathies, his nationalistic outlook (Cries of 
“Ha! lia!” from the Opposition benches), yes, I say his nationalistic out- 
look and his love for the people. I know that the meanest of the mean in 
the land is not outside the range of his consideration. I remember how 
visibly he was moved when he saw and heard things in the Dacca Jail. I 
found pain writ large on his face. On returning to Calcutta he told me 
more than once that he was being haunted by the memories of Dacca. (Mr. 
H. S. SuHRAWAHDY : Wlio would not?) I don’t know but this world 
would be a better world if all felt like him, I ask him, because I have faith 
in him, to retrieve the great wrong done at Dacca by doing -something. I 
know that there are difficulties, I know that the whole I.C.S. fraternity, at 
least a prominent portion of them, may ojipose any such move. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y our time is over. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. May I have two minutes more, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. only two miniiies. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir, I again ask him to retrieve the 
great wrong done at Dacca by doing something. I know that there are 
difficulties. Y’^et, I appeal to him to assert himself. I a])peal to him to 
do something in the matter. I appeal to him to create a precedent, a 
glorious precedent, . 

With these words, I (*ommend my motion to the accei>tance of the House.’ 

Mr. D. GLADDING: Sir, on behalf of the European P^rty^, I rise to 
speak against this motion. When a rising occurs in a jail, it becomes a 
duty of Government in the Jail Department to enquire into it, Jwth if it is 
successfully quelled and, even more so, if it is not successfully quelled. 
These two risings were, happily, both quelle<l; and a Qovernment.i^ enqiVily 
into both of them has been conducted. In the case of Berhampore, ^he 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, who is in charge of the Jail Department, has told 
us that he is satisfied with the manner in which the rising was handled by 
those whose <luty it was to suppress it. In the case of Dacca, he told uS, 
ill his statement mode twelve days ago, that an enquiry had been held and 
that he was awaiting- the lepwt ^ the enquiring officers, the Gdmmiaaioirer 
J^oca ^Division #nd the limpeetor-G^eml of Piiaohs^ It irmaiaB for 
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to tell us what Endings GoTernmeut have reached on the report of these 
tiro officers. We take it that he will do so in replying to this debate : for 
the report must surely have reached him by now — it must surely have been 
in his hands for several days? 

We o\)ject to this motion on two grounds r first because the running of 
the Jail D^iartment and the oonduct of enquiries into departmental incidents 
is not a function of this House ; and secondly, if that ground fails, which it 
should not, because it is made without waiting for the results of the official 
enquiry into the Dacca incident. We are surprised that a man with the 
honourable Mr. Shahabuddin’s experience of public business should have put 
his name to such a motion. With regard to the Berhampore incident, if he 
wanted more of the information at the disposal of Government than has 
been disclosed, his remedy was to ask for it. With regard to Dacca, his 
obvious course was to ask for an early disclosure of Government findings on 
the report of the enquiring officers. Instead of which, he puts in a motion 
suggesting that a Committee of this House should at this stage usurp the 
functions of Government. This, we submit, Sir, does not make good sense 
at all. 

We have the same objection to Mr. Atul Chandra Sen’s motion which 
substitutes a mixed Committee for a Committee of the House. He spoke to 
it, moreover, with an assumption of knowledge of what actually happened 
which he cannot possibly, despite his contacts, possess; and with such 
expressions of feeling against Government officers, especially European 
officers, tlmt I find it difficult to believe that his judgment on any of the 
facts of the wise can jxissibly be reliable. 

We have no (juarrel with the stiitement in the motion that the Chief 
Minister's statement twelv'e days ago was unsatisfactory. With regard to 
the Dacca incident it certainly was unsatisfactory ; for it was capable of 
different interpretations, one of which was thtit he hud, with an official 
enquiry still pending, formed an opinion of his own that was adverse to his 
officers and intended the House to know this. As this would not have lieen 
playing the g^irae, we cannot believe that he meant anything of the sort. 
But* he should have chosen his words more carefully. Other defects of 
* workmanship are the publication of figures of casualties w hich were 
communally incorrect and the failure so far to answer a single one of the 
► many questions on the Dacca incident that were, I gather, put in at the 
beginning of this Session. The former defect probably gave birth to tbih 
motion — I /efer to the motion of the honourable Mr. SImbabuddin — and the 
failure to an.swer questions has kept alive an opposition which might 
fittfirwiw have been withdrawn. On the supposition that the report of the 
enquiring officers recorded all the ascertainable facts, and has been in 
Government’s hands for a considerable time, many of those questions could 
surely have been answered, and therefore should have been answered, days 
ago. 

We were glad to hear the Chief Mifiister’s "judgment on ibe Berhampore 
oosurfence, and we ^usooept it was final evidence il^^eny *were needed that 
there 4s Ik) case fur further enquiry, -even official enquiry, into that incident. 
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We Await with ooneiderable ooncera what he will hare to say about the 
Dacca mutiny consequent on the report of the Inspector-General ofrPrisons 
and the Commissioner of Dacca. We deplore very much the casualties that 
occurred, but on the present information so far disclosed by Government 
we cannot see that they could have been avoided. On our* present 
information we regard them as evidence that the mutiny was so grave that 
it could not have otherwise been overcome. In making his further state- 
ment, we trust that the Hon^ble Chief Minister will have regard to his duty 
to the officers and men who discharged their duty; the duty, in very trying 
circumstances, with more than 2,000 prisoners in their charge, of keeping 
his administration going. 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: Mr. Depuiy Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
motion of Mr. Shahabuddin. He has put up the case for the institution of a 
Committee of Enquiry to investigate into the incidents that led to the 
shootings in the Dacca and Berhampore Central Jails. 

It 18 true that in response to a public demand, made on behalf of the 
Muslim League Parliamentary Party, by its Chief Whip, the Government 
deputed the Inspector-General of Prisons and the Commissioner of the 
Dacca Division to conduct a departmental enquiry into the incidents of the 
Dacca Jail, but no such step was taken for the incident in the Berhampore 
Jail. The report of these officials has been submitted, but we have not yet 
been taken into confidence as to the nature of that report. T hope the 
Minister in charge will lay this report on the table for the perusal of the 
members of this House. 

In this connection I would submit that the report of these officials wiU 
not allay public suspicion as both of them are administrative heads respon- 
sible to the Government for the administration of the jail concerned through 
officers subordinate to them. It is but natural for the public to doubt if 
the true state of affairs in respect of the shooting could ever he revealed 
in a report by such officers whose duty would be to support the actions of 
their subordinates. 

The Government communique issued in respect of both these shootings , 
were vague and the details mentioned therein were meagre. So far as the 
Dacca Jail shooting affair is concerned, the Government ^ ooi;nmunique 
described the victims as goondas. It appears thot the purport of describing 
the victims as such was to lessen the gravity of the offence and to wean 
away public sjrmpathy from the victims, but it was an erroneous csonception 
on the part of the Government to imagine that public sympathy could, be 
lessened by such a description. Whatever be the clossifioation of’ tne , 
nomenclature of ihe prisoners who were shot, it cannot be gainsaid that 
they were security prisoners detained without trial. Such being the case, 
the Government had an added responsibility for the safety and the well-> 
being of these persons. Whatever be the class of prisoners that were 
kxlM, the fact remains that 39 hunian lives were lost about 299 persox^t 
wees wounded. They were defenceless and were in thd custody of Govern- 
nvent. Now, Sir, as to the Daooa incident itself, it is geiisndly''bsii«uel 
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tha4 the occurrence took place as a result of the refusal on the part of these 
seiimty prisoners to undergo hard labour, their contention being that as 
they were not ordinary prisoners convicted of any criminal offence, they 
had a right to expect some leniency in this respect. But they were forced 
to accede* to the wishes of the officials on the strength of a hope held out 
that thjy would be released shortly. But disillusionment was in store for 
them. Resentment on this score was already in their minds. When the 
political prisoners made them their cat’s paw and incited them to refuse 
forced labour, this they did in a body, and the officials failing in persuasion, 
resorted to firing in a merciless manner. It is reported that firing was 
indiscriminate and lasted for as long as 40 minutes. There was a stampede 
for taking cover and shelter, but no mercy even then was shown to them 
though they were within the walls of a prison. It is shocking to have to 
state that persons who had sought protection on trees were shot dead and 
brought down, persons who had hidden in slit trenches were hounded and 
shot in cold blood. In other words, savagery and brutality on the part of 
Jail warders were rampant. 

In these circumstances, Sir, the public have a right to demand an^ 
impartial non-official inquiry by persons not connected in any way with the 
administration of the jails. I hope that Government, if they have nothing 
to conceal, will readily ecccnle to this demand. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion and commend it to the 
acceptance of the House, 


AdJouriNnent. 

It being 11-30 a.m., the House was adjourned till 8-45 a.m. on Tuesday^ 
the 29th September, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Govmmment of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
29th September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 9 
Hon’ble Ministers and 173 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Meintenenoe allouranoe to certain security prisoners. 

m Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in (!harg*e of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the followinp^ security prisoners have been frranted any allowance for the 
maintenance of their families: — 

(1) Srijut Dinesh Chandra Ghatak. 

(2) Srijut Jamini Mohan Pal. 

{3) Srijut Dhiresh Chandra Ghosh. 

(4) Srijut Charu Chandra Roy. 

(J) Srijut Birendra Bose. 

{6) Srijut Sarat Chandra Nath? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the negrative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? , ' 

(c) Will the Government again consider the desirability of reviewing' 
these cases and granting suitable family allowance? 

MINISTER in ohftfgo of tho HOME DEPARTMENT ..wpijIo 
M r. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ): (a) (/), (2), {3) and (4) Their ^cases are 
under i‘ecx)n8i deration. 

(a) {5) and {€) Yes. 

, (fe) and (c) Do not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to his answer that 
their cases are under reconsideration, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether their applications had once been rejected and are now 
under reconsideration or whether they wtere granted allowance which has 
now been rejected? 
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« TIm Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All I can say offhand is that 
in case •of some no allowance was snd in case of others allowance 

was considered suflBcient. We have received 

representations for reconsideration of all these cases. 


Recommendation of the Committee of Privileges. 

»67. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the attention of the iTovernment has been drawn to the rey)ort of the 
Committee of Privileges placed before the House by the then Hon’ble 
Speaker Sir M. Aziziil Haque on the UHh September, 1940P 

(b) If the answer to (< 7 ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what 8tej>s have been taken to give effect to those 
recommendations of the Privilege Committee? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the members of 
the Assembly who are detained in jail without trial under the Defence of 
India Rules will be allowed to attend the Aswunbly meetings commencing 
on the ir)th September, 1942, in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Privileg'^ Committee? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased b) state the reasons therefor? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ia) Yes. 

(b) A Bill intended to give legislative effect to provisions covering all 
the recommendations so far as they appeared to be ac^’cptable to the 
Government of the day was introduced in the Assembly on 2nd December, 
1940, For a number of reasons no jirogress was made with this measure. 

(c) No, Sir. 

(d) 1 refer the honourable member bi the provisions of section 71(1) 
an(^ (2) of the Government of India Act in view of which we think that 
it wduld be improper for us to take any action whi(‘h might have the effect 
of enlarging or extending the j)rivileges of members w’hich in the terms of 

the Act,^until defihed by a Provincial Act, ‘‘shall be such as w^ere 

enjoyed by ^members” of the Ijegislative Council immediately before the 
Government of India Act came into force in Bengal. 

* 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
Ijleased^ to state what were the rea.sons for w'hich no progress was made in 
respect of the Bill which was intrmluced on the 2nd December, 1940? 

Th# HOffi’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My honourable friend is fully 
aware of the circumstances and since he has put the question, I will 
ijecsyi^itulate the facts. The former Gpvernm^nt tendered its resignation 
on the^lst December and although that resi^ation was tendered, His 
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Excellency the Governor did not accept the resignation hut allowed the 
Ministers to function for some time because on the 2nd December, namely, 
the day following the mass resignation 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If you will please refei to the 
answer, it is December, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am coming to that. I am 
now talking of 1941. In 1941 towards the very close we wanted to take 
up this Bill and the circumstances to which I am referring arose which 
precluded our taking action. The previous year the Bill was introduced, 
but on account of certain decisions given by the Speaker at the time, the 
Bill had to be amended in material particulars, and it was decided to put 
the Bill before the then Cabinet. It c^me up on certain occasions, but 
was not considered and it so happened that it took final shape in December, 
1941. At that time we could have passed it into law, but for the 
circumstances referred to. As regards what happened during the one 
whole year, I have no recollection, and it is not possible for me to give 
any details of the reasons which led to this great delay. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the present Government has got any intention to 
move the Bill again? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The present Government has 
every intention of bringing uj) legislation on these lines. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: May we know when that time 
will come? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly not today, but at 
some future meeting of the Assembly. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will it take a long time or will 
it come up within a few months? , 

Tho Hon’blo Mr.. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That depends on the estima- 
tion of “long” or “short”. What may be long to somebody may be short 
to me and what may be short to somebody may be long to me.‘ 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to whicli answers were laid on the table) 

Family aUawanei of security prisoner Babu dadu Hath BhattaDharjyya. 

92. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDARs (a) Will the 
ffonhle Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether Government have received any petition fwlttn the security 
prisoner Babu Jadu "Nath Bhattacharyya for the increment of bis fmilily 
illowanoe of Bs. 10 a month P ' 
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(6) Will the Honl)le Minister be pleased to state his monthly imomo 
b^ore his arrest? 

(c) Is it a fact that he was the sole earning member of his family? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of incTeasing 
the amohnt of his family allowance? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(6) The reports of local enquiry show that prisoner could hardly earn 
Rs. 10 per month before arrest. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The matter is under my consideration. 


Family allowanoe of eaourity prisoner Babu Sarat Chandra Nath. 

38. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether security prisoner Babu Surat Chandra Nath ai>plied to the 
Go\ernmeut for the increment of his family allowance of Us. 10 a month 
on the ground — 

(f) that Rs, 10 is very insufficient for the maintenance of his family 
of five members, including his wife, child n*n ami very old 
parents; and 

(u) that he used to earn much more before his arrest? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister consider the desirability of 
increasing the amount? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, uill the Ilon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes. 

[h) The mutter is under consideration. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Grants to recognised private guru training schools. 

34. Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
Charge ^pf the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the existing recognised private guru training schools 
. in the province managed by — 

(2) Christian misaionariei, 

(2) Hindus, and ' 

Muslima^ and 
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(ii) the total amount of — 

(1) building grant, 

(2) monthly grant, 

(5) furniture grant, etc., 

spent from provincial revenues for each of the said schools during the 
peri(Kl from March, 1937, to 3l8t October, 1941 P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM): (a) (i) to (n) A statement 
is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in reply to Vnstarred Question No. 34. dated the 29th 

September, 1942. 


Name of school. 

Managed 

by- 

Total of build- 
ing grant 
during the 
perioil from 
March, 1937, 
to 31 8t Octo- 
ber, 1941. 

Total amount 
of monthly 
grant during 
the period 
from March, 
1937, to 3l8t 
October, 1941. 

Total amount 
of furniture 
grant during 
the period 
from March, 
1937, to 31st 
October, 1941. 




Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

1. 

Haiohapra Guru Training 
School, Nadia. 

Christian 

Missiona* 

2,000 

10,567 8 0 

670 

2. 

Kalimpong Mission Training 
School for Boys, Kalim- 

ries. 

Ditto . . 

2,000 

37,296 0 0 



pong. 





3. 

Birisiri Guru Training 

School, Mymonsingh. 

Ditto . . 

2,000 1 

3,684 0 0 

294 

4. 

Bandura Guru Training 
School, Dacca. 

Ditto . . 

2,000 

6,760 0 0 


fi. 

St. Alphonsus Guru Training 
School, Kurseong. 

Ditto . . 

2,000 



0. 

Sarenga Guru Training 
School, Bankura. 

Ditto . . 

676 

12,600 0 0 


7. 

Sriniketan Guru Training 
School, Bolpur. 

Hindus 

2,460 

30,394 *16 0 

, 

8. 

Fazlul Huq Prinuury School, 
Dadanohak, Malda. 

Muslims 


400 0 0 



Unstarred Question No. 23. 

(When unstarred (juestion No. 23 was called out.) 

Khan Bahadlir MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we were not prepared for 
this question to be answqre^, today. Will you please hold it over? 

Mr. DEPUTY^ SPEAKER! All right, it is held or^. 
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. GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agmultural Debtors (Seoond Amendment) BiU, m2. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will now take up a small Bill, namely, 
the B^gal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, does not up^iear in the list of 
business that has been submitted to us. W e find that this Bill was to be 
taken up after the disposal of the business that was remaining from the 
28th September and as such, of course, it has been amended. T think that 
we should not take up this Bill unless and until we have dispostnl of all 
the special motions that are mentioned in the list of business, and I do 
not think that you should change the ]>riority now at such a late stage 
when the list of business has already been ci<‘ulated to the members. 
Moreover, we are not prepared for that Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think it is better to finish this Bill first 
as it will not take more than ten minutes. As regards the amendment, 
that is obviously out of order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the ameinlments made by the Bengal Tiegislative (Council in the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, be taken 
nto consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the amendments made by the Bengal J^egislative 
'ouncil in the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 
.942, be agreed to, was then put and agreed to. 


SPECIAL MOTION. 

On Chief Minister’s Statement. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Deputy Speaker, JftVtyftR 

motion Jail Shooting TOSi I Ftn 

n shooting (TT WSi I <il9^ ^ 

WSw 13^ bHlcVi <7r&i ^ i 

^ ^ dll 41 (TT^ 41 I ftns ( A voica FROM THR 

Ipposttion: (5 cm f^) 4^4 CSltT 

ilMpT — C4^ is? ^4^ 

44 C44fr4 4tfY F4t4 4r4T'^4Y C4t^ 4t41 fi tC fff g[ (. ’ 41 , 

14^ 4r: 4¥ f^F5 TOrf|can,-T-4pr5| cynff f» H4 
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••triN csilrwi M. A. Rabmaiicf Preudent Often 4*^1 Committee frtiv ^ 
'5Rl ifltFtl enquiry vfOO C*! ’PHRFfif ftf% Home DepertmentiO? 
Jdiniiter — ’TTfif i^KofOfoM ’TRW — (AW Leader of the Opposition 

«C*f fWW 'iff ’TCra ’IffljfrT ’rtcw^ enquiry CARR'S 

<iR OT 'Q*?! 5n I ’TfstiftR ’Tfcw ’ffc* ^ 

<fftt5T '•rtft '^TT® c^ffM I 5Rm <?tt^, ^t'iVTS Wi wsrff i 

’Tfff^fW’T 'RfffI M (TfTffI® (fftm WR ’tt'srf? 5TNff 

ftsiff ■rfw' c ^ tup cOT CTRSin aftJrsT, — pt ’Pff »rt5t5fiRiT orr^'sff— 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Order, order. I hope Mr. Zaman you 
will not make any personal reference. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN s Sir, ^ ^ | ( A mbmbbb 

VROM THE Progressive Coalition Party : Where is that MoUah now ?) 

I R^rfeccTi tot- 

fi>C5R ? Home Member flcspf I fepT CS\ ^591 CrUr^f 

ftl '3*^ C^tCff^Cafd fV? Committee of Enquiry 

enquiry C^lC^ (TR | nqOT ftfP: C^Sl ^ 

^ ^'ffirR ^Ttm ^ 

^c^rf^csn (TT^ ^ I c^itc^'Q vs ^ 

•05^ ^ ^ c'^mryt^T f^?r i yi?prt^i 

; ’Tlrf^'^R ^Tfr?^ (Tl^ftc^r (TO CT report OT (TT 
•Chief Minister C^Tt^rC^ I report tof^CSR ^ “(TT^^ 

CTO ^TWsr c’ltr^^fecsn i” c^rtcro (TT^TO, 

C?nCTO (?l^, (7rn< ^ ’rc^ report f^rdksR— yi^RTTO?r 

^ c^ TOfe^n '^RTt?! yrspTO^i Pfc^rfesn— ^ ^*f?r 

®<TO c^TOr%5n yr^prfro^ (^kc^r c*^R i yr«prRc«r^ 

c^TO fro c^5f ’iWjfiR 

Ttc^ c^ c^TOT I ^artwc^ c^ ’rlc5'<c^ firsBpn 

^ wi ^ fiF c^c?rf|;c5!H ? c^ C5i 

Tit ffe?RI T^R Strand Road^q >9^1 5C9r%in,— 

IS^ ^ Ch iCg rf jf C gfl <?I TO CTWff f^C3R ? ^ TO CTt«^t?,%5r? , '^il 

TOs giro i^Tti ^ TO cTtRi <ii¥Sr cro^ THjt cro- 59(1 

cRfc^f froffcsn, — c^rPrtt ^ fro to froi 

Tffet TO CNtfftUY fWMRl CTtTOH"C!flCTO ^ TO, TORT yft 
ftero I m,w^ ^ TO i^nf to cirfirTOi toi 

^ TOT ^ fWTOl ^CNPrtr TO CTO tITll yft ftCTOf CTOT ^ TO 
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I ^ a?tc»n — cmt^r (?rftr5 csfcsn 

I fro I oA ft9i 

witM ^ ^rtCT? orftnr c^fc^ ( ^5^ '^iwi <5 c^tir^r 

( PointLilg to the Oppoeition benohea ) sflt^ ^ fi r ^^TC-y 

<f^Hr*fR4 ^nrwn sit^ TRTt'®f% ^ c^in c? 

^ ^ ^rfc^ CK^ v f^f OA I 

'^l\?)l'n C ^ — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, may I request you to come to 
the Dacca Jail incident? 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : <5 C^ ^ C^FtC^ — (TWTT^ ^ 

C^ C*ff^ ( A MBMBEE FBOM THE OPPOSITION BENCHES : «i) (?W5T ? ) 

gi^Tferf GSt^ 'oft^lc't'Si C4K(.^ c^lcibb I ‘il ®ft?t ^tFTtn f 

^5tC^ department^ f5«T I FWT® 

'Q ^ f^c^R 7 f%«fsrt«Tiir c?:ic<t(^c«ii ^ c^’^itir 

fe«i*t — (7t ?n ^ fV C'4C^*t 7 ^ f^ni Opposition beuoh 

ftvim ^ 

Mr. K^ NOORUDDIN. On a point of order, Sir. Can an honourable 
member address another honourable member disrespectfully? He is say- 
ing simply “Shahabuddin” and not “Mr. Shahabuddin.’' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Certainly he cannot do so. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: He has repeatedly addressed him like 
that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the honourable member will kindly 
correct himself and address another member in the proper way. 

• 

, Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : C^ttin ’TmfSR f¥ C^trjTO *tff% ^ r '«rtW?l 
^ ft: ^5tt^ C^l^ICTl I Home Memljer Jffrg 

irtc? 15C5H 3(1— %3H i5t? isn 3n 3?if^ Jitm 

3 rti; 5 1 ftcwara (T^ ’frt^ ctict — 4^1055? 's*?i '«tWm 

« 1 <1W I Ft^ CWCSI 5*117 V«t1 7)5||fii,.{ f^j Cnf%7 

^5tr*R (?!rtc5T ^fnFt?r tot #sn fw? 

f%:?r — (Tirf^ District MagistrateC^ir ^ — “uJIC^ yisRtlR^n 

C TTf c ^^ ^:Pr5 I (From the Opposition benches : Shouts of “No i No i") 
C^tiarcsf^ Tir hi I report Chief Ministertij^ ^ c<i^ 

Hou 8 e< 4 ? CT^iRn I OR *R*f {M(A HCH CRTC^R I 

^tC'sWH ^ HCH 5RRI HPN,— Rtftnr ftro Ftfr— 'HWI 
9 



m 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[ 29 th Sbpt;, 


(?m?r chief Minister 

tsiprc^ I Nawab of Dacca firo ^ | « 

fror (tNi frorc^, ^ ncvQ ’«rt05 ^ ^ 

^nThn ^ c^^t^ffPR i ms* ^ (ii^ (tfIpt 

c^Ftu^r^, c«ti^ <?f»fc^ S^Rt? ^®Tmi crt^i 

4ff% fb^i c^t^rf^ ^ I 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : m) 

(?r ^ totcw ^ ^ ^ i t>>f t <a 

^ C^ ^r5t*f?r ^ ;!(^ I 

?nF Zaman I ^f?r (?r ^?rtr^ 

CTO i5t^ ^1 1 ?Ft^«f ^tiT ?l?n c^ f%^ fro r^stt^pit^ ^pr 

C^t^l CMH^H CTtPn ^ I ( Interruption. ) ^t^fc^f-sl 
Governmenttij^T Home Department's]? chargeiij f& rc' eivf 

C? ftr? f^tPR^ (i]?t 0\ ^5lr? €t? machine Ftf^T? f^fPTC^?. C?$‘ 

maohinecf]? C? C^t^ C^si ^4^3 ^PT ^1$“ ; (7T machineii]? cs^f ?sp] I 

?5rct3 ^ Ft^ C? f^?\5tC^ f%ftT C«!tPR (7f^ ?»?t 

C^TTPR Ft^Rl 4?1 5 C^CI? , '^t? FT^ ?f*ft? 

ftf%, fet? TO ^®rt?f? ftgr?, v£ipf»rhr c^ w cf-TI? cm i <ij? f^flr 
f^nrtg? ?*flw Ft«Ri ?Jt<lti:?, 'arfri? to jt?, fef? (tr gs T ^c^ ' h ^ 

^tf%? ®^, ^ CTOl? CWfr^t? S’lC? TOT C*fC*l? c'<tr^ c? fttoi 

TO5, C? 'otp TOTtFf? TOI ^TCP^, C’T^ TOJtblC??' ft’’?!? TO #T TO? 

^TO f%f% c?i? ^ TOrs ?i c^ 'Sli cafef^fr?t? ?»fic‘f? 

^ (7T^ gf^pn? (R^8?t? Ftrot? ?T?n TOC^? I ^ f% 

TOC^ C? C? ?TO^5tPI iil$ frotl!!? FtTOl? 

?T?n TOCTO (TT ?T?T] TOPli fef? ^TOf? C? 

TOn T? TO TO?t? «f?T TO, — ^ TO?t? ’f:c*ftf?^ TO?f? B^TO, CTO- 
ariS TO ^5tPF TO C*t'3?t? C9TOH? C^l TO, ^StT:?< 

^TOT ?1TO1? TOT TO, uqJ ^5t? Sfb^ f^, ^ fTOC? FTO ^5t? ?t?n 

fro I ^ c? ?TO ?TO <ttc? ?i ; croTOt? t^rs? c? to^ c^tt^ ?tPF ^stcro® 

pr TOR STO ?t?P5 ?1, TO«t ^ftCTO I Rtft TO? C^TOT?t? 

frot? ^TO? cftoH TOrftr^ tot? c^r^in 57:?fTO c^ 'stwt? tot i ^rrofei 
^ I fro (7T lij’jllc.ultlu TO? TO? ^5? f^tfroi CTO, ^5? TO? TO 

^TO? ^ 5 fPF ?t?c^. Rtror TO? I c?^ TO?ft ?gc? c? TOC? ^ fro cs? ^ to ?i?^ 

EW? I C? ?gC? ?JC? ^f5t TOf? ^ a^tf^ fTOI C5? TO C5lC?l CTO? 

TOC? ^ fif?, ?i?i, aftpn, ^^stC5 cs^ TO TO? c?fei ^ wipfi ?i ; — croTOt? towi 
^si^ 1 ?3W P??l, 5;4l?tl ?^TOffiF5 ?Rt? TOT TOTOl ?E ShTOl TO?f|, fTO 

^ ?fl?5TO? TOJf?, C?t? tffe?!? 5?f? I TO??1 RHI ’Ef? ?’4?M Home Minister, 
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^ ofc^ r fes? 

^^jIh ^ror, chn-opIE ^r*ttf?r5 

TO (?rs^ TO crofts TOTi TO ^ ^1 

^ ^ ^ MfibiTO TO^T I TO FtTOS ?ITOTO <?l 
15tTO TO TO f%TO ^STO TO IT®^ I TOtT ^TTO, 

Military Departmentij^r c^ TOTl C^ TPTTO ®TO tftC^ff^ 

Governments^ CTO ^ ^ TO, Ito S5 f%»R iTt^ 'TO I 

TOt^ TOt?rTO^ TO? TOTO %t? TO, TO tffeTO TO, 

TO ?TTO TO? Governments? TO!? I TOl 

?^ St Ff?^t? C^ST^ftTO TOrftl'T? S^ ?^ TO? C? TO TO 

Itfros TO's ?^? TO ‘*ftf% (?r'S?1? ?T?n TO VC?, s?* ^ir^TO 
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TIm Hofl’Mi Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, ikeie cannot be the 

•lightest doubt that the two motions before the House relating to t^e unfor- 
tunate incidents in the Berhampore Jail and the Dacca Central Jail have 
aroused a degree of public excitement which has found unmistakable expres- 
sion in the course of the debate which has taken place during the last two 
days. It is significant that although the debate was initiated by a member 
of the Opposition, Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin, it is the members^ at the 
present moment supporting the Government who have contributed mostly 
to the debate and many of whom were anxious to participate in this debate 
in order to urge upon the Government the necessity of a thorough and sifting 
enquiry into these unfortunate incidents. 

Sir, before I proceed further 1 wish to make an announcement to the 
House. The Jail Department is now, as is well known, administered by the 
Home Minister who is a sort of residuary legatee of all the departments which 
was not the case with my predecessor in office. The Home Minister as a 
human being has hardly the time and even the opportunity to make himself 
personally acquainted with the affairs of the jails in the province. A 
thorough overhauling of the machinery is necessary and the Jail ("ode has 
got to be revised and put on a satisfactory basis not merely from the point 
of view of the prisoners, but also for the sake of efficiency of the jail 
administration. 

Sir, T am very strongly of opinion and I am supported in this opinion by 
my colleagues that as soon as the Assembly Session is over, one of the first 
things that we should do is to take up the question of the reforms relating 
to our jail administration. Sir, I am saying this in order to make it clear, 
to the House that we realise the facts that these two unfortunate incidents 
are very serious and, as has been pointed out by my friend Mr. Shahabuddin, 
that there is something wrong somewhere which has got to be immediately 
attended to and that these incidents point the way to the fact that close 
supervision by the jail authorities of prisoners is as much necessary as the 
supervision by the Government of the superintendents who are looking after 
the prisoners in jails. 

Now, Sir, as regards the motions themselves, my friend Mr. Shababaddin 
claims that they are simple and straightforward. I concede the claim fo. 
aiip})lioity, but 1 cannot join issue with him as regards his claim that they 
are straightforward. They are not, and if I am permitted to use an expres- 
sion which is very much unparliamentary as a form of expression and even 
a crime, I may say that they are **not honest.’’ Sir, my friend Mr. Zaman 
in the course of a rather rambling statement has referred to one fact which 
we have got to bear particularly in mind in discussing the motions -new 
before the House. No one can deny that my esteemed friend Sir Nkzimudiin 
is not an efficient administrator, nor can we express the slightest doubt that 
he is not a genuine Muslim and a most ardent patriot. During the time 
when he held the charge of the Home Department a shooting incident had 
occurred at a place, namely, HaUganj, which is the constituency of my 
friend Mr. Farhad Raza Chowdhury of the Opposition. In that case the 
Muslims were shot down in broad daylight on a Muharrum day as a result 
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of* a conspiracy which was discoTered in the course of an enquiry by the 
Superintendent of Police, the Deputy Inspector-General of Police and the 
Inspector-General of Police and there were even suspicions that the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Jangipur was involved in that conspiracy. It was the 
duty of^the then Government either to have a departmental or a public 
enquiry, and the Government held a departmental enquiry which showed 
that those officers — at least some of them — were guilty. But instead of 
these officers being punished, the Deputy Superintendent of Police was pro- 
moted to the rank of the Indian Police and was given the charge of my 
unfortunate district and others also got promotions instead of punishment. 
Now, Sir, I am not referring to Murapara. There again an enquiry was 
absolutely due, but could not be held, and I will not refer to Kulti where 
Muslims and Hindus were shot down and instead of enquiry in order to find 
out whether the shooting was justified or not, both Muslims and Hindus 
were prosecuted and sent to jail. Well, I am prepared to take my share of 
the blame if the blame attaches to the past Government, but I am only 
referring to the difficulty of having public enquiries w’henever a shooting 
incident or a thing of this kind happens because there are so many factors 
which have got to be taken into consideration. Altbougb it is easy for 
irresponsible critics to demand en([uiry into every incident where apparently 
there may have been excesses committed by the permanent officials of Govern- 
ment, there are limitations to the exercise even of governmental power and 
those limitations have got to be kept in view before Government can come 
to a decision whether a public enquiry should be ordered or not. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Shahabuddin and my esteemed friend Mr. Atiil 
Chandra Sen demand not merely an enquiry but an enquiry by non-officials. 
Now, .so far as I have been able to make out, there is hardly any precedent 
for a Committee of Enquiry composed of non-officials charged with the duty 
of investigating into the conduct of officials who in the course of the per- 
formance of duty may have in some cases overstepped the limits of discretion 
and may have committed acts which to the ordinary mind appear like a crime 
against the law of tlie land. The only occasion on which a non-official 
enquity was ordered was the famous Hunter Committee which w’as appointed 
by the Government of India by reason of the fact that the incident of 11) Hi, 
known as the Puifjab Disorders, had created a situation of an all-India 
character, an*d it became necessary to have an enquiry to find out facts in 
order to apportion the blame if the officials were found guilty or to justify 
their actiops if in the opinion of the Committee their actions were justified. 

•%^heiy have been Committees of Enquiry. Into the incidents of the 
lAamia College the late Government appointed a Committee of Enquiry. We 
appointed a Committee of Enquiry after the Dacca riots. There was a Com- 
mittee of Enquiry known as the Adami Committee on the occasion of the 
Dacca riots of the early thirties. And it will be found that what is also 
wanted is not necessarily a non-official Committee but a Committee whose 
l^rsonnel oommands public confidence, a Committee composed of persons who 
by their draining, their past record as judges of facts and of evidence, their 
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well-known devotion to duty and reliability are fit and proper persons to 
institute enquiries into matters of the kind which we are discussing* at the 
present moment. 

Now, Sir, both these resolutions have raised certain questions of a very 
important character, and I feel that in discussing these motions I am skat- 
ing on yery thin ice, because I am placed on the one hand in the position as a 
non-official member of this House and the Leader of the House bound to 
give the utmost possible weight to the opinions of those who represent the 
people of the country and who support us in our office by their votes ; on the 
other hand, as a Minister in charge of the Home Department, I am the head 
of the executive, and I am responsible for seeing that the permanent officials 
of Government receive the fullest support from unjustified attack and that 
they also get a hearing and an opportunity of explaining their conduct before 
they can he condemned. This does not mean that I wish to shirk the 
responsibility of facing the present position. I do not wish to prejudge the 
facts. I feel convinced, Sir, that the Dacca incident, at any rate, is an 
event which has perturbed public feeling to such an extent that it is 
absolutely necessary that the whole affair should be enquired into in all its 
aspects in order to find out how far the allegations that have been made are 
^stified. 

My esteemed friend Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, in the course of his general 
remarks on my statement, said that people had been shot down like rabbits. 
My friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen has given a somewhat graphic description 
of what he feels has occurred. I have been to Dacca; 1 have been inside 
the jail; I have seen the various places to which the incident related and 
talked to people inside the jail. I have discussed the question with the 
security prisoners, and although I have not yet given out my own impres- 
sions on the evidence that has presented itself to me, I feel that a jjriind fane 
case has been made out for a thorough and sifting enquiry. 

Now, Sir, immediately after the incident took place, the District 
Magistrate of Dacca sent us a report. The report was dated the very day 
on which the incident took place. I may place before the House certain 
facts without comment, because I do not wish to prejudge the various i^ues 
that have been raised or are likely to be raised. 

Sir, I w’ill not take up very much the time of the House. I know that 
there is a very deep anxiety on the part of my friends of the Opposition to 
divide the House not merely on this resolution but also on other resolutions 
which have been tabled. The intention. Sir, is absolutely clear. Today 
when I came to the Houvse 1 found that a change has come over the Oppo.sition 
members. They are quietly sitting like lambs in their seats and there iVl* 
conspiracy of silence on their part without indulging in supplementa9y 
questions. The idea is to force an issue not so much on this but on two 
other resolutions, and 1 think that during the last 9 months my friends who 
had been Iniled in their attempts to make a frontal attack have decided to 
table motions with which they themselves are not in the slightest degree in 
sympathy, but which they know will put some of the members ^on this sidfe 
of the House in a rather awkward position. 
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•Mfi D€PUTY SPCAKERs As they are not before the House, I hope you 
Krill notvnake any mention of those two resolutions. 

Tll0 Hon’llle Mf« A* Ka FAZLUL HUQs I am not going to read them or 
to refer fhe wordings of those resolutions, but I know they are coming. I 
know lyhat has been going on during the last few days. Sir Nazimuddin 
remarked very tauntingly that I am in the habit of saying that I have been 
in politics for 40 years. Well, Sir, I have been a parliamentarian, a mem- 
ber of the Council since 1913 — just 30 years have elapsed— and if you read 
the Council debates of those days, you will find that I have never been a 
silent member of any Assembly or of any Council. 

Now, Sir, with all this experience with which Providence has blessed me, 
can I not find out, Sir, which way the activities lie and for what purpose? 
I can assure the members of the Opposition that the members of the Pro- 
gressive Coalition Party fully know their duty. (fVies of "good boys" from 
the Opposition benches.) They will show by their votes that as before 
they stand solidly behind their leader. (Interruptions.) Is the excitement 
over? I will create something more than disturbances toda>. They will 
show that tliey are defending this Ministry today with that grim determina- 
tion with which tlie Russians are defending their country (Laughter.) 
The Russians have been fighting every yard and our supporters will fight not 
merely each yard, not merely each foot, but every inch. (Mr. F.\zlur 
R'HMAn: Is the Ilon’ble Minister apprehending anything?) (A vou K : 

Most probably he is.) 

Sir, I can carry on the di.scourse for the whole day if I like. (Showing 
a number of files.) 1 have got so much before me, and it will be an act of 
mercy on my part if I cut sliort my statement. My friend Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman may rest assured that I have been a prancing counsel and always 
spoiling for a fight. Sir, I will not waste time, but I wish to give the House 
certain facts which will enable them to understand why is it that 1 have come 
to the conclusion that an enquiry is nece.ssary. 

Now, Sir, this takes me away from what I was going to say about my 
PrienSs and supporters. The District Magistrate sent us a report. He dis- 
3lo.secl facts which he came to know in the midst of the excitement that was 
prevailing in the city and in the midst of his preoccupation due to the cir- 
jumstances created by the incident in the jail and that statement w'as slightly 
Jiaccurate. On the basis of that we published a press communique w^hich 
nost unfortunately contained certain expressions, namely, *'goonda 
prisoners" and others to which my friends Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and 
Sf f/iShahabuddin have objected, and I agree wdth them that it would be 
petter for all concerned if not merely goondan but the term ^*goonda^^ was 
lomehow' effaced from the official records and from the soil of Bengal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAH SIDDIQI S Tell that to mummy! (Laughter.) 

The Hoii’IiIb Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL ffUQ. I will consider that suggestion. 
'Renewed laughter.) 
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Now, Sir, the Distriet Magistrate of Dacca refNXrted on that Tery day, 
and this is very significant, that there were certain circumstance? which 
showed that there was a sort of conspiracy going on inside the jail. Sir, 
for brevity of reference, I will call the statement made demanding an enquiry 
as the case for the prosecution, and I will call the defence put up by the 
officials as the case for the defence. I do not say anything as regards the 
credibility or otherwise of the statement in this report of the District 
Magistrate, but it is a significant fact that the statement was made at the 
earliest possible opportunity and must necessarily be a very strong point in 
the case for the defence. Now the District Magistrate reported that inter- 
cepted letters showed that the programme envisaged a simultanous attack 
by “friends” from outside the jail, these friends being assembled from Dacca 
and the neighbouring districts. Further information, however, indicated 
that the Calcutta goonda prisoners proposed to take action on August Slst, 
and it was found that stocks of knives were already available. It was 
believed that the action would consist in a violent strike. It was accordingly 
arranged that the military should patrol the roads to the east of the jail, and 
the police the lanes to the west of the jail from dawn on the morning of 
August tUst, the Jail Superintendent being satisfied that his force inside the 
jail would be able to deal with internal trouble, provided we took care of 
whatever might happen outside. Now, Sir, on the 81st of August the 
incident took place very much in the manner in which my friend, Mr. Atul 
Chandra Sen, made his statement yesterday. The report is: “This morn- 
ing, the Jailor opened the goonda wards (I regret that the word 'goonda* 
has been used), as usual. The inmates of the first block gave no trouble, 
and immediately the gates were opened, behaved normally. The other blocks 
also behaved in a perfectly nonnal manner, and all the goondm were un- 
locked. (I again apologise for the word 'goonda*). They then intimated 
their intention of refusing to work. The Jailor sent information to the 
Superintendent, who with a small retinue of unarmed wardens went to see 
what had happened. He found the goondas all sitting down in a long 
column in their yard. He asked them why they would not work and almost 
immediately those at the farthest end of the column rose and started hurling 
brickbats at him and his party.” 

Now, Sir, the counsel for the prosecution might point out that there was 
nothing to show wherefrom the goondas would have got th^se brickbats. 
At that time at any rate the bricks that were lying about by the side of the 
road stuck into the ground had not been taken out by anybody and when I 
went into the jail I did not see brickbats stored up anywhere oi strewn on 
the ground and nobody told me that he had seen any piles of brickbats inside 
the jail on the day when the incident occurred. I am not at th*. present 
moment judging whether this statement is correct or incorrect. I maintain, 
Sir, that when the statement differs so materially, it justified the necessity 
of an enqDixy. 

Now the report goes on to say:" “As the crowd grew near, he fired at 
the leaders with his revolver; but the mob was unoheeked «nd the Superih- 
tendent and his party were forced out of the yard. A warder who attempted 
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td^lose the yard gate was laid out by a brick; but the Superintendent, using 
a gateman’s umbrella as a shield, managed to bolt the gate. Stone-throwing 
eositinued and the Superintendent was forced away from the gate towards 
the south-west. Meanwhile the alarm had been sounding.” 

Here*the House will be pleased to take into consideration the fact that 
according to this report they were being pushed out of the yard and, there- 
fore, the theory that the firing at the people on the tree 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER* How long will you speak ? You have already 
taken 30 minutes. I hope in five minutes you will be able to finish. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* No, Sir. I have got to go into 
the matter in some detail. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Please tr^' to finish your speech as early as 
possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, us early ns p()s.Hible. 

The House will reiiieinber that some ol these people climbed up the trees 
and the defence case was that they were throwing brickbats from there and 
that therefore they were fired at from l)€low. If these people had been 
pushed out of the yard, it is impossible to conceive how they could fire at 
the people who had got upon the tree. Secondly, as my friend pointed out, 
it is not only impossible to climb a tree with brickbats in hand, but I found 
on the day when I visited the jail the trunk of the tree was somewhat 
slippery. During the rainy season these trees are extremely slippery, and 
they are difficult to climb up, and if people had been climbing up with stonea 
in their hands they must have taken some time and they should have lieen 
fired at before they could get to the top of the tree. In this connection 
there is a statement in the report of the District Magistrate himself that 
according to the jail authorities some of these people had climbed up the tree 
not for the purpose of throwing brickbats but to get branches as wettjKmH. 
Therefore, throwing brickbats from the tree falls to the ground. In these 
circumstances, it becomes absolutely necessary to investigate at any rate 
that part of the incident which relates to the firing at people on the tree. 

Now, Sir, 1 am trying to finish my speech as early as possible. I am 
therefore passing over various incidents that had taken place. On the day 
I left for Dacca I got a signed document from the political security prisoners 
^-j^igned by more than a hundred of them — who said that they had witnessed 

ocomrence from their place and they asked me to go there personally and 
hold an investgiation. Sir, I went to the political prisoners who were located 
there and heard their statements. 1 got tha impression that they were very 
material witnesses. As to whether they should be believed or not is a 
different matter. 

• 

* Then, Sir, 1 came to know of an extremely horrifying fact about which 
it ia neeeeeary to hold a sifting enquiry. The total numW of casualties 
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ascertained up to date is as follows. The final figures up to date are — kiljed 
^ including two classes of prisoners who lost their lives and those who lost 
their lives in consequence of injuries received. Of these Hindus were 20, 
Muslims 15, Christians 2, and ordinary convict Hindu 1. All of them were 
security prisoners, otherwise known as goondas, except one. Of the 38, 19 
were upcountry prisoners and 19 Bengalis. Of the 130 injured, 70 were 
upcountry prisoners and 60 Bengalis — Hindus 73, Muslims 55 and Christians 
"2. The total number of warders injured was 12. 

Now I am told and I cannot vouch for the authenticity of the statement 
that no attempt was made by the jail authorities to hand over the dead bodies 
to the leaders of the respective communities for the performance of last rites. 
I am told that Hindus were put into holes dug for the purpose of burial and 
eoine Muslims were cremated. What should have been done was to hand 
over the dead bodies to their respective communities. In the case of Muslims 
it was very easy to hand over the bodies to the leaders of Muslims in Dacca 
for the last riles to be performed on those deceased persons. The Hindus 
similarly could have been handed over to the leaders of the Hindu com- 
munity. It was very easy to have done that because it appears from the 
District Magistrate’s report that he was in close touch with my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Salim. He mentioned in his report that a brief note of the 
incident was sent to the local radio and he also met Mr. Salim who telephoned 
to Sir Nazimuddin. Sir Nazimuddin was expected in Dacca that day and 
had promised all co-operation in seeing that bis community made no rash 
move. With this assurance given by Sir Nazimuddin it is difficult to see 
how and why the district jail authorities did not hand over the dead bodies 
to either Mr. Salim, Sir Nazimuddin, or to somelwdy else. I think that 
this matter is so very serious that it requires the fullest investigation. 

Now, Sir, after the report was received, we asked the Commissioner of 
the Division and the Inspector-General of Prisons to hold an enquiry. This 
was for the purpose of ascertaining facts, but my friend Mr. Shahabuddin 
was not prepared to accept their findings because he thought that for some 
reason or other both of them were untrustworthy. Well, Sir, I do not wish 
to say anything regarding the remark of my friend, Mr. Shahabuddin, but 
I find that this report is incomplete in material particulars. One reason 
given is that they had to send a report at a very short notice. As a matter 
of fact, we asked them to send a rei)ort on the 9th of this month. The 
Assembly was meeting on the 14th and Mr. Shahabuddin had already tabled 
an adjournment motion to discuss the Dacca Jail incident, and the Commis- 
sioner of the Divison and the Inspector-General of Prisons were asked to 
fiubmit a report before the Assembly met. They had barely two days ^a^t. 
their disposal and this accounts for the unsatisfactory character of tht repost 
which they have uent us. 

Now, Sir, I have dealt with the salient points relating to this incident. 
Sir, I cannot ignore the fact that in Dacca there is such excitement both 
among Hindus and Muslims over this incident that I am convinced that 
nothing short of an open enquiry by a Committee consisting of persons in 
whom the public are expected to have confidence will satisfy the demands 
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qf 1^0 Tftrious <S 6 ctio]i 8 of tho people. Sir, that excitement that prevailB in 
tke oonnlry has been fully reflected in this House, and if you had given the 
laeiiibers of my party an opportunity to express themselves you would have 
heard strong speeches delivered, not merely strong speeches from members 
of my p^ty but from all sections that not merely support the Government, 
but the sections that are now in the Opposition. In the face of the united 
demanJ of the representatives of the people it is impovssible for Government 
to resist the demand for a thorough and open enquiry, but I must make one 
point clear. We cannot consent to an enquiry by non-officials. If it is an 
enquiry it will be an enquiry by men who have held high judicial office and 
who by the reputation they have already earned of honesty and public spirit 
can be depended upon to approach the consideration of the issues with a 
mind free from passion and prejudice and with a determination to find out 
the exact truth. If we find that any of the officials is guilty, I can assure 
the House that he will he adequately punished. While it is necessary that 
discipline should be maintained, that discipline must he maintained all 
throughout in the services as well as amongst those who have to deal with 
people in various capacities. Sir, the case for an enquiry into the Dacca 
Jail incident can therefore he disjxised of ver\ easily. We shall have an 
enquiry made, and we shall see that enquiry reveals all the facts, and that 
there is no shifting of issues or side-tracking of important (juestions that are 
involved. Luckily, Sir, this incident, it has been admitted hy my friend 
Mr. Shahahuddn in the statement he proposed the other day, has no political 
complexion whatsoever. It is the case of an incident inside a jail, and the 
questions that arise are narrowed down to only three issues — What are the 
real facts? Is it possible to fix the guilt upon any particular person or 
persons? And if so, of what offences are they guilty? The entjuiry is 
therefore of a very simple cliaracter which can he performed by men possessed 
of ordinary judicial acumen with the least possible difficulty. 

As regards the Berhaiupore incident, may I p<jint out that that incident 
took place nearly four months ago and that, although it w’as unfortunate, it 
bears no comparison wdtli the incident that had occurred at Dacca. The 
casualties were not very high: two died on the spot and two succumbed to 
^injuries: the t/Otal casualties therefore amount to four. On the other hand, 
a number of jail w^arder.s — 14 in number — w'ere more or less seriously injured. 
I happened tp visit Berhampore the next day, and I found the compound 
littered with brickbats and stacks of brickbats were kept in stock in order to 
attack the jail people. The District Magistrate took immediate steps not 
merely to satisfy hut to render the utmost possible help to the prisoners 

• KhMfUja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: What was the number of injured in the 
Berhampore Jail incident? 

The Hoii*bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLuL HUQ: The number of convicts : 
killed — 4 and injured — 111. Jail a«d police staflfs : killed — nil and 
ihjnred-*~64 including the Superintendent, Deputy Jailor, three jail clerks, 
three heiei warders, 18 warders, one subedar and 37 constables. 
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Sir, I was satiafied that so far as that incident was concerned, tha 
District Magistrate who was immediately on the spot and the jail author* 
ities had done all that could possibly have been done to bring the situation 
under control and without causing any excessive loss of life by careless 
use of firearms. I thought that the report submitted by the*' District 
Magistrate was enough and on the basis of that report action has been 
taken against the superintendent of the jail and other persons. 

So far as Berhampore, therefore, is concerned, I submit to the House 
that no case has been made out to reopen the facts of that unfortunate 
incident by ordering an open enquiry. 

As regards Dacca, as I have submitted 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May we know what action has been taken 
against the superintendent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The 8Ui>eriutendent was 
transferred and censured (A voice from the Opposition Benches : ^‘And 
promoted !”) and degraded — not promoted. 

So far as Berhampore is concerned, I paid a visit the very next day. 
I went and saw and heard from those people who had suffered that firing 
was not resorted to until it was difficult for the jail authorities to control 
the ward. 

In the case of Dacca there are so many points that require to be cleared 
up that I think that an enquiry should be ordered not only to find out 
what offence, if any, has been committed by the authorities, but also to 
give them protection if the allegations that have been made are unfounded 
and untrue. For the sake of the jail administration, for the sake of the 
officials and also to satisfy the almost universal demand on behalf of the 
people and of the representatives of the people in this House, I concede 
that a case has been made out for an enquiry. 

Now, Sir, I want to make one point clear. So far as the resolutions 
are concerned, I will ask my friends to withdraw them. I hope my friend 
Mr. Atul Chandra Sen will withdraw his motion, and I hope my friend 
Mr, Shahabuddin also will do so, but if he were to press the motion in 
the form in which it is worded, I regret I will have no other alternative 
but to oppose his motion. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Chief Minister has mentioned Kaliganj, Murapara and Kulti 
on two occasions. On the first occasion I ignored it because the 
mentioned by him were so divorced from truth that I did not t'hink it 
worth while replying, but as it has been repeated by him to-day I think 
it is only fair that I should tell the members of the House and the public 
what did actually take place on the occasion of the Kaliganj firing. After 
the firing I immediately went down^o the spot and as a result of my visit 
thore I was not satisfied with the report of the District Magistrate who 
happened to be a Muslim, as the official report practically exonerated the 
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police officers. 1 insisted on an enquiry, and a Deputy Superintendent 
ol Policy was deputed to hold an enquiry under the supervision of the 
Superintendent of Police. The report of the Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, to which reference has been made by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Ministerf revealed a conspiracy and unjustifiable firings by the officers 
concerned. As a result of that report, the cases ag’aiust 70 persons who 
were arrested were withdrawn and departmental proceeding's were drawn 
up ag'ainst some of the officers concerned. No action was taken aj^aiiist 
the Deputy Superintendent of Police, referred to by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, as the report did not directly implicate him, but after the 
departmental pi'oceedinjrs it mi^^ht have been possible to fake action t‘ven 
against the Deputy Superintendent of Police. 

Now, you want to know what happened to tlie de})artiiu‘ntal ])roceeding8. 
They were not concluded at the time when 1 resigned office. The report 
was submitted to the Chief Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Sir Nazimuddin, I hope you will make a 
brief statement contradicting the statement of the Chief Minister. Please 
do not make a speech. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sorry. Twice the thing has been 
mentioned and the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has laid great stress on it 
and what is unfortunate is, as I have said, that there has been a mis-state- 
ment of facts. It will be seen that I insisted on an enquiry and as a result 
of my insistence certain facts w^ere revealed and the Inspector-General of 
Police had to take departmental action against his officers. l)ei)artmental 
proceedings were drawn up against the officers, and I believe the officers 
were suspended also. (Mr. CiiAiir Chandra Roy : “Were they pnmiot- 
ed?”) That is a question which you should ask tlie (’hief Minister who 
is supposed to he a great daradi of the Muslims. (Mr. Syrd Mustagawsal 
Haque: “What about the Suhdivisional Officer?”) The SuMi visional 
Officer was transferred immediately, but there was not enough material in 
the report of the Deputy Superintendent of I’olice to take action imme- 
diately, but the thing would have depended largely on the departmental 
^ proceedings which were going to be taken up. 

As regards Murapara and Kulti, in these two cases also certain actions 
were taken by me, but as both these cases were suh jyd^^e as long as T 
was there, steps could not he taken effectively. 

• I may remind the House that in the case of the Islamia College an 
Enquiry tommittee was held, and I claim that I had a great deal to do 
tb^use I insisted on it. I am sure as Home Minister for the last 9 months 
<he H^n^ble the Chief Minister realises that on every occasion that firing 
takes place, there is no justification for holding an enquiry. It is only 
where* the Minister feels that the reports submitted by the officials are such 
that be is not satisfied that the firing was justified, it is only on those 
ocassions that the Minister should intervene. I have pointed out that in 
•the case of Kaliganj, where intervention was necessary, I did intervene. 
In othe; cases, there was, as I said, no justification. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, after 1 have listened to the Tery 
full and frank statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I wpuld l)eg 
leave of the House to withdraw my motion, but permit me, Sir, to make 
a short statement in this connection. 


Mra DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot do that. You can only ask 
the leave of the House to withdraw your motion. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may I ask for leave of the House 
to make a short statement? 


Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. I think that in 
his anxiety to withdraw the motion Mr. Sen is putting forward a proposi* 
tion out of turn.. My motion was moved first, and I have got something 
to say before Mr. Atul Sen. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Before you put the question, I 
would like to say a few words. Sir, the voice of the Chief Minister was 
drowned 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order, order. I cannot allow’ you to put 
any question. You can rise only on a point ot order. 1 am sorry I cannot 
give you any information. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 understand, Sir, that you gave 
a ruling four or five days ago. There is just one ix)int I want to know’ on ' 
the basis of that ruling. We could not hear what had happened ultimately 
to the dead bodies oi* the Muslims, because the Chief Minister’s voice was 
drowned. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, Mr. Sen has asked for leave of 
the House to withdraw his motion. How can this question be raised at 
this late stage? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I want to know from the Hon’blo 
Chief Minister w’hether he can give any information with regard to the 
dead bodies of the Muslims in the Dacca Central Jail. I '^^ould request 
him to repeat what he actually said. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: So far as the deceased persons 
are concerned, their souls have gone to heaven, but as to what hapi^n^l 
to their bodies I cannot say. I do not know that even now. There will 
be an enquiry on that point. 

KhWtJa Sir NAZI MUD DIN: On a point of order, Sir. You have 
repeatedly appealed to us that the CJiief Minister should not be interrupted 
while he is speaking. An honourable member of this House could n<?t 
catch what the Hon'ble Minister said, and he wants a repetition of the 
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words used by him. If he had interrupted the Hon^ble Minister he would 
have vicjjated your direction. But now at the end of the Chief Minister’s 
speech he requests the Chief Minister to repeat what he said. He has not 
asked for any additional information. Mr. Siddiqi only wants to know 
what tha Chief Minister said about the disposal of the dead bodies of the 

Muslims. 

• 

The HonWe Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, the rumours are that 
some of the dead bodies of the Muslims have been cremated. 1 cannot of 
course vouch for their truth, but that w’ould be one of the points of eiuiuiry. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, as I moved a motion, I would like to 
exercise my right of reply. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: After the Hon’hle Chief Minister 
has replied, there is no right of reply. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the other day you allowed the T/eader 
of the Opposition to make further comments after the Minister in charge 
had spoken. In the same w'uy, after I have replied to the debate, the 
Hon'hle Chief Minister may be given an opportunity to speak. 1 do not 
question that, but I submit that because the Hoiri)le Chief Ministei has 
spoken you cannot take away my right us mover of the motion to reply to 
the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Certainly you have a right to reply to thee 
.-ebate, but you did not make any attempt to come forward and reply to- 
the debate, 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: How can I reply to the debaUi unless I hear 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister? Sir, I submit that after hearing the Hon'hle 
Minister who replies on behalf of Government to the debate, the mover- 
of the motion has a right of reply, and I think I can exercise that right. 
The^Hon’hle Minister might have an oppoitunity to speak after the mover 
^of th^ motion has spoken. 

Mr. DEPUTY •8PEAKER: Mr. Shahahuddin, all that 1 can say is. 
» that if you n«w give a reply, the Hon’hle Minister ought to be given 
another opportunity to speak. I think this matter has been sufficiently 
di.scussed, ^and no reply on your part is necessary, especially because the 
matter has been agreed upon betw-een you and me just a few minutes hefr»re. 
fk^jjieover, I want to finish two other important motions to-day. I will, 
^•tBerefore, put the question now. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of privilege, Sir. I yield io 
none in obeying your ruling, but where the ri^t of a member is concerned, 
I stand firmly to exercise that right.^ Yon yourself have just now ruled* 
that I have got the right of replying to the debate, and I submit that I 
must be given an opportunity to exercise that right. 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER* I am sorry, I cannot give yon that right, 
baeanse yon came to me and we had an agreement. If yon had ^^en this 
information to me earlier, 1 would not have allowed the Chief Minister to 
apeak. I am sorry I cannot give you that opportunity now. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS On a point of order, Sir. Will you kindly 
refer to rule 41? Under that rule the mover of the motion has the right 
of reply. That right cannot be taken away by you 


Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER; W^hat is your point of order? 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: He should be given the right of reply. 

Ktiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I just explain to you why 
Mr. Shahabuddin after talking to you asked for his right of reply. It 
was because up to the end the Hon’ble Chief Minister did not disclose what 
he was going to do as regards the appointment of the Committee, whether 
he was going to accept it or reject it, whether it was going to be an official 
or a non-official Committee, if it was an official Committee, what was going 
to be the character of those officials who were going to be appointed. No 
indication of these things had been given. So naturally it is only after 
hearing him that he can exercise his right of reply. Supposing the Hon’ble 
Chicrf Minister had accepted the appointment of a Committee, then 
naturally Mr. Shahabuddin would not have exercised his right of reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 do not deny that according to the rule 
he has got the right of reply, but Mr. Shahabuddin came to me and asked 
what I was going to do. I told him my programme of business. If he 
had said that he would give a reply, certainly I would have allowed him 
to do so. But now I had asked the Hon’hle Chief Minister to reply and 
he has already done so. If, at this stage, Mr. Shahabuddin is permitted 
to exercise his right, I will have to allow the Chief Minister also to give 
another reply. That I am not going to do. 

I have also heard that complaints have been made that other important 
motions are not being allowed to be discussed in this House. I have, to^ 
the best of my ability, tried to accommodate the Opposition in every way. 
I will see that these motions are discussed in this House t^-day. I will 
therefore not allow any reply from Mr. Shahabuddin just at this stage. 


Mr. K. EHAHABUDDIN: On a point of privilege. Sir. In the first 
place an injustice has been done to me when you said that I went up to 
you and agreed to a certain procedure in which I consented that,^I wopld 
not exercise piy right of reply. Secondly, Sir, I also think that your 
remark that an attempt is being made to shut out the discussion of other 
motions is very uncharitable. As a matter of fact, you know, Sir, that 
from this side of the House we have been making strong representation to 
you that we should be given ample and full opportunities to discuss the 
motion. To say that we are trying to avoid this discussion is very, very 
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Qneharitable. On the point of privilege, I maintain that this is a right 
which bits been given to me under the rules and you cannot take it away 
from me. You must allow me to exercise that right if I claim to exercise 
it. 


Mr«^ DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the Hon*ble Chief Minister agrees to 
give a reply, I shall allow Mr. Shahabuddin to speak. In that case, I 
cannot allow him more than five minutes, and I hope that the Hou’ble 
Chief Minister will be able to finish his reply in five minutes. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I don t like to take any notice of the 
irresponsible and wild remarks made by Mr. Zaman. The only thing which 
I want to point out is that the statement is not correct. I understand 
that Mr. Zaman said — unfortunately I was not then in the House, but I 
was told that Mr. Zaman said — that I represented to the then Chief Minister 
in a note or verbally that the mosque at Murapara was not a mosque but 
a dwelling hut. Nothing could he farther from truth than the statement 
of Mr. Zaman. (Mu. Charu Ciivndra Hoy : “He is replying to Mr. Zaman 
and not to the Chief Minister”.) No one knows better than the Chief 
Minister how strongly 1 maintain that the structure at Murapara is a 
mosque and that the Oovernment should do everything possible to secure 
it for the use of the Mussalmans. Sir, in the last Session, I came forward 
with a resolution, but on the .‘Statement of the Chief Minister promising to 
do everything possible to secure the moscjue for the religious i)urpose8 of 
the Mussalmans, I agreed not to move that resolution. I do not know 
wdiether the Chief Minister has moved in the matter since then, but at 
least after that reply the entire responsibility as far as the Murapara 
mosque is concerned is shifted on his shoulder. Coining to the state- 
ment — 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point of order, 

Sir. C?, ^ 

^ (TT ^1 Govemmenttil^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already said that Mr. Shahabuddin 
iTill speak^ for five minutes and after that the Chief Minister will speak 
for five minutes. 

Mr.^K. SHAHABUDDIN: As far as the Hon’hle Chief Minister’s 
speech, is concerned, he has taken over 50 minutes, but be has very con- 
veniently evaded to enlighten the public what he is going to do as far as 
the Enquiry Committee is concerned. Whether the Government has 
decided to appoint any Enquiry Committee and, if so, what will be its 
composition and what types of persons are going to form the Committee, 
we ^have* heard nothing: beautifully vague, just promisee. On the one 
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Ikiad, he hai bpoken about the necessity of supporting the officials and their 
actions. This is the first time that we heard from the Hon’ble Mr. Faslul 
Hnq that it was at all necessary to do anything to support the officers. On 
the other hand, we find that his whole record and his Cabinet's record is 
disowning the action of the officers. I believe that it was to secure the 
support of the European Group on this matter. On this matter yhe was 
confronted with the demand from members belonging to his own party, 
memers belonging to the Forward Bloc; to pacify them he has vaguely 
told the House that it might be necessary to appoint a Committee. What 
type of Committee he is going to appoint and who will be its members — we 
have not heard anything. 

As far as Berhampore is concerned, he said nothing except that he saw 
a large number of bricks .stored up there and frohi that he concluded that 
there must have been a serious attack on the jail authorities and on the 
police and therefore they had opened fire. On the other hand, I made a 
definite statement that there also the shooting went on for a long time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Only one minute more. The prisoners in 
the Berhampore Jail were more or less situated in the same condition as 
in Dacca, but we have heard nothing. (H coinse about the number of 
casualties, he has said something, but we do not know whetlier the Com- 
mittee which he is going to appoint is going to enquire into the incidents 
in both places. In the first place he has not given us an assurance 

(The member on reaching the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as regards Berhampore, 
I have already pointed out that I do not accept the suggestion for the 
appointment of a Committee. As regards the Dacca Jail incident, I would 
certainly say that a Committee of Enquiry will be appointed, but no 
Committee can be decided upon, far less its personnel, unless the whole 
question is discussed and accepted by the (^abinet. Therefore, I am not 
in a position to give details, but I promise that there will be a Committee 
of Enquiry consisting of i>er8on8 who will inspire public ccnfidence and 
whose investigation of the facts can be absolutely relied upon. 

As regards the Murapara mosque, which has been introduce^d unneces- 
sarily, I can read out from Mr. Shahabuddin's letter addressed to me which 
shows that in his opinion it was found that the Mussalmans accepted 'fbu 
position that fhe jwlice were forced to open fire under the circumstances 
in which the police had no other option. As regards the mosque itself, 
it is known from its pucca buildings and there is no question of its being 
a momjue. As regards the use of the mosijue by the Muslim community 
attatiipts are being made, and they will be successful, if Mr. Shahabuddin 
does not in his wisdom think it necessary to interfere in the action that 
we are going to take. He is a man of vast influence and he krows how 
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or uuniake things. If he interferes we may hot be able to succeed", 
ifnt th€ft*e will be no efforts lacking on onr part to arrive at a satisfactory 
solution. 

The aiiotion of Mr. K. Shahabuddin that tiiis Assembly is of opinion 
that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s statement in regard to the incidenta 
in the* Berham pore and the Daci^ Jails is extremely meagre and umsatit* 
factory and that immediate steps should be taken to appoint a non«offioial 
Committee consisting of the members of the different parties in the 
Legislature to enquire into those incidents and to report wdthin a week, 
was then put and a division taken^ w’ith the following result: — 


AYES-^. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Hamfd, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8ysd (Noakhali). 
Abdul Motalsb Malik, Dr. 

AbduHa-al Mabmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman SIddlql, Mr. 

Abdur Rasohld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rsshssd, Maulvl Md. 

Abdus Shahstd, Maulvl Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvl. 

Abul Hasten Ahmsd, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Ahmsd Hosain, Mr. 

Aulad Nossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bsgum. 

Faziui Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 


Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymanahlgh). 
Nanzuddfn Chcudhuii, Maulvl. 
Namiduddin Ahmad, Khan BaMb. 
lapahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Matilvf 
Maftzuddin Ahmed, Maulvl (Tlppara). 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 
Muhammad icrall, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Blddlque, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
8yed. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazlmuddin, Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.B. 
Neoruddin, Mr. K. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Yuauf Ail Cheudhury, Mr. 


NOES— lit. 


Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, MaulvF (Myrnsnslngh). 
Abdul Hahiid *8liah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

/^bdul Majid, Maulvl (Myrnsnslngh). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvl. 

Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 
, *(HewAh). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Abu Hetsain Sarkar, Maulvl. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Aeharyya Cheudhury, Maharaja SaaM 
Kanta, of Mufctagaeha, Myrnanamsh. 
Ahasad All Enayetpurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahised Khm, Mr. Syed. 


Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Anwarul Aztm, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvl. 

Badriiddula, Mr. Syad. 

Banerlee, the Hen’Me Mr. Pramatha 
Nath. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Prembarl. 

Barma, Mr. Pu^MjIt. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Preaad. 

Barman, tba Hen’bit Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Basu, the Hon’Me Mr. Santeeh Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Bebinda Chandra. 
Birfcinyra, Sir Nanry, Bart. 

Biawat, Babu Lakahml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasifc Lai. 
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pUiwas, Mr. turiMlra Nath. 

ChahralNirty, Mr. JatlfMiri Nath. 
Ohahrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayin. 
Chawthini, Rai Narandra Nath. 
Chippandala, Mr. 4. W. 

Olarh, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral Bahib Aniafcid Chandra. 

Daa, Ral Sahtb KIrit Bhutan. 

Data, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Dat Gupta, Brilut Narandra Nath. 

Dutto QupU, Mitt Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 
Qhoaa, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

Olatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Oladdinsi Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Qolam Rabbam Ahammad, Maulvl. 
Oomat, Mr. R. A. 

Orlintha, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. d. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Oambar Blngh. 

Habibullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Daooa. 

Hasanuiiaman, Khan Bahib Maulvl Md. 
Haeham All Khan, the Hon*ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvl. 

Hatina Murthed, Mri., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Bahib Maulvl. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvl. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvl. 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Lahlrl, Babu Ashutoeh. 

Maftzuddin Ahmed, Or. (Bogra). 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Biimt Chandra. 

Mandaii Mr. <logondra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 


Mobsm Ail, Mr. Md. 

MiMiorjoe, ttw Non’Mo Dr. Byamapni^. 
Moslem All Moliah, Maulvl M. 
Mazammol Hug, Maulvl Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Byod. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvl. ^ 
Muhammad Bolalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Mustagawsal Hague, Mr. Byod. 

Mustafa All Dowan, Maulvl. 

Nandy, Maharaja Brisohandra, of Cosslm- 
bazar. 

Naskor, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Norton, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandllal. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

RaJIbuddln Tarafdar, Maulvl. . 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Cham Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Kshlrod Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Roy, Bhib Bhekhareswar, Kumar. 
Badaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Bahruddln Ahmed, Haji. 

Banaullah, Dr. 

Ben, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Ben, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath. 

Ben, Jogesh Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
Bhahedali, Mr. 

Bhamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Bhamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
BIngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Birder, Babu LItta Munda. 

Bkipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Btark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl llaji. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yousuf Mlrza. i 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A.^ 


The Ayes l>eing 4^3 and the Noes 116, the motion was lost. 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: l^eave has been asked by Mr. AtuI Chandra 
Sen to withdraw his motion". Is there any objection? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I object to leave being granted 
for withdrawing the motion. 
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The question that leave be granted to Mr. Atul Chandra Sen to with- 
draw his moticai, namely, — 


“This Assembly is of opinion that a mixed Committee with a non- 
official majority should forthwith be constituted to enquire 
into the recent shooting incident in th© Dacca Central Jail 
which took place on the 31st August, 1942, in which several 
prisoners lost their lives and others were more or less seriously 
injured and to report to tlie (Government tlie nature and the 
causes of the occurrence, the mimWr of tlie CMisiialties, the 
circumstances under which firing )iad to be resorted to and 
as to whether firing was at all necessary or to the extent it was 
i-esorted to and also to recommend to the (Government suitable 
action against any jail official or officials who in the o])inion of 
the CJommittee have been guilty of cxiusing unnecessary loss of 
lives or of any other excesses. 


House is further of opinon that in order to enable the aforesaid 
f'ommitt«e to investigate facts pioperly the present Superin- 
tendent of the Jail should forthwith be relieved of his duties 
o(r transferred elsewhere.** 


was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 112. 


AMul Haflz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymentingh). 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Mauivi. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Myrnenalngh). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi S. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Razzak, Mauivi. 

Abu Hottain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Abul*(azl, Mr. Md. 

Aoharyya Chouilhury, Maharaja SathI 
Kanta, of MukUgaoha, Mymonainfh. 
Ahinod Al^ Enayotpui’i, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. * ' 

Ahmod Khan, Mr. Syod. 

Vhoarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Atimuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

AzfMr All, Mauivi. 
llA%idfi^, Mr. Syod. 

Btnorjoo; tho Hon’Mo Mr. Pramatfia 
Nath. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Promhari. 

Barma, Mr. PuMMjIt. 

Barman, Babu Bhyama Protad. 

Barman, tho Hon*blo Mr. upondra Nath. 
Batu, tha /loii*blo Mr. Santooh Kumar. 


Bhawmik, Or. Gobinda Chandra. 
BIrkmyro, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Bitwat, Babu Lakihml Narayan. 

Blawai, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Sursndra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narsndra Narayan. 
Chaudhuri, Raf Harsndra Nath. 
Chippsndals, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Ral Sahib Kirit Bhuaan. 

Dast, Babu Dsbtndra Nath. 

Dat Gupta, SrIJut Narandra Nath. 
Dutta Gupta, Mlaa Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upsndranath. 

Faziul Huq, tha Hon*bis Mr. A. K. 
Ghost, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Oiatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qolam RabbanI Ahammad, Mauivi. 
Qomoa, Mr. R. A. 

GupU, Mr. J. N. 

Gunihg, Mr. Oambor SHigh. 

Habibullah, tho Hon’Ms Nawab Bafiadur 
K., of Oaooa. 

* Hasanuzzamaiu Khan Sahib Mauivi Md. 
Nathain All Khan, tha Hon’Mo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi. 
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Nailm MurtM, Mrt., M.t.E, 
Mfttimatly Jainitftr, Khan Sal^ Maulvt. 
Mairwooit, Mr. Rofart. 

Nantfry, Mr. DavM. 

Motfaa, Mr. H. R. 
tilrfa AhniMl Mia, Maulvl. 

4mmb All MaHmidar, Maulvi. 

KaMrinltfln Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kazam All Mirza, Bahibzacia Kawan Jah 
Byad. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Lahlrl, Babu Aahutoah. 

MaAzuddln Ahmad, Or. (Bogra). 
Malumdar, Mra. Namaprova. 

Mapidal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandai, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krlahna Praaad. 
Maniruzzaman Itlamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Mohaln AM, Mr. Md. 

Maakarlaa, tha Hon'bla Dr. SytmapraMd. 
Maalam All Mollah, Maulvi M. 
Mozammal Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syad. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lihaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mustagawsal Haqua, Mr. 8yad. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvt. 


Nandy, Maharaja Brlaohandra, af Caaahii- 
hazar. 

Nasfcar, Mr. Mam Chandra. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Baul, Mr Marl Bankar. 

Baddar, Mr. Anandllal. 

Ralkut, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

RaJIbuddIn Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Cham Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Ohananjoy. 

Roy, KaMrod Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Batiram. 

Roy, 8hib Shokharaswar, Kumar. 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Bahruddin Ahmad, HaJI. 

Ban, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Bon, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Ban, Jogash Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Bhahodali, Mr. 

Bhamtuddin Ahmod, the Hon’bla Mr. 
Bhamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 
Birdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Bkipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Btavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 
Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEB-43. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdut Hakim Vlkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Byad (Noakhali). 

Abdul Mttalob Malik, Dr. 

Abdulia-ai Mahmead, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddlqi, Mr. 

Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdus Bhahaod, Maulvi Md. 

Abui Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abui Masud, Kazi. 

Ahmad Haaaln, Mr. 

Aulad Hoosain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Farhad Raza Ch a w d hu ry, Mr. M. 

F a rbu t Umm Khanam, Botum. 

Faziul Quiitf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Paalur R Bhi fM in , Mr. (Daaoa). 

’ the Ayes being 112' and the No 


Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymonsingh). 
Haflzuddin Choudhurl, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Bahib. 
Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jasimuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahib Maulvi. 
Mahzuddin Ahmod, Maulvi (Tippsra). 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. , 
MuhamnuKi Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Blddlqua, Khan Bahadur Or. 
Byad. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 

I Nooruddhi, Mr. K. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Bahaba-Alam, Mr. Byad. 

Ballm, Mr. 8. A. 

Barajul Islam, Mr. 

Bhahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Buhrawardy, Mr. H. B. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

43, the motion was agreed to. 



The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 


lil*•*DAVID HENDRY S Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the 
motion standing in my name: '‘This Assembly is of opinion that the 
measures taken by the Bengal Government to maintain law and order since 
the initiation of the present Congress campaign should be supported.’' 

Sir^ I shall endeavour to be brief and also let you into a secret. When 
we first tabled this motion, it was for the purpose of ensuring that we 
would have an opportunity of speaking on law and order during this 
Session and not be entirely dependent on motions submitted or tabled by 
other members for that purpose. During the debate on the Chief Ministers 
statement, however, we had an opiM)rtunity of expressing our views on law 
and order and we were then (piite prepared to withdraw our motion. 
After the debate on the communal ratio in the A. R. P. Services, however, 
we felt that the Government should have a further opportunity of making 
a statement on law’ and order and that this House — and particularly the 
Ministry — should have an opportunity of according their fullest support 
to their Government officers on the measures which they found necessary 
to maintain peace in tlie province. Allegations have been made against 
Government officials from time to time during tlie re(‘ent disturbances and 
they have no one but the Government whom they s<*rve to defend them. 
The impression, however, has been allowed to grow up that this Govern- 
ment is inclii\e(l to di.sown responsibility tor tliem and their actions and 
that Government is trying to evade that res])onsil)ility by saying that 
hey hiive not been (sjiisulled. That impression was cert^iinly not dispelled 
uring the A. R. P. debate, and although there were s|>eciul features in 
hat particular case concerning official responsibility which did not apply 
[> the mo»<* fundamental (jiiestion of Government supporting its officers 
nd the administration as a whole, we consider that this nu^tion of ours 
ecame all the more necessary on account of a few' remarks which the 
/hief Minister made at the end of his statement involving officers other 
ban A. R. P. and in which he appeared b> disown responsibility for their 
ctioTis as w'ell. After that statement the matter obviously could not be 
llowed to res< there and, furthermore, this nudion of ours is a simple 
brai|rhtforwayl issue, perfectly clear, free from complications, and it is 
iir hope that this debate will clarity the position and give Government 
nd this House an opportunity which both should welcome in no uncertain 
lanner of *arf;cej)ting full responsibility for the officers wdio are serving 
l-ovemment and the province so gallantly and courageously in these 
angeroug and difficult times. N*> Government w'hich is worthy of the 
ame of a Government and no Government which values pea(‘e, good-will, 
r^ood government now or in the future, under this regime or under any 
ther regime which will ultimately take its place can do other than support 
lis motion emphatically and sincerely (Cries of “Hear! Hear!” from the 
»pf»osition benches), and I hope the whole House will today show its sense 
F responsibility in this matter and accord its unanimous appreciation to 
le work done by the officers of Gowernment and the administration in 
reventing the spread of disorder and anarchy and saving this province 
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from disaster. These officers — and I would here point out that they are 
mainly Indian officers, District Magistrates, Magistrates of all gradhs, 
Police officers, Railway officers, postal employees and so on — nave all 
carried out their duties loyally and devotedly in the face of insults, 
slanders and physical danger to preserve peace and order in the daily life 
of the province. Faced with the wanton destruction of property, sabotage 
of vital communications, interference with personal liberty, and, at times, 
with brutal and unprovoked murder these faithful servants have magni- 
ficently stuck to their posts and, in doing so, have saved the people of this 
province from widespread bloodshed and misery. In carrying out these 
duties, many of them have had unpleasant tasks forced upon them by 
these disturbances. They must Ik? assured that Government and this 
Legislature stand strongly behind them and firmly support them in their 
difficult tasks. Excess of zeal at times there may have been, and it may 
be that the force used at times may have been in excess of that normally 
required to restore law and order, but considering the great strain under 
whicli the administration is working at the present moment, I think that 
the restraint they have shown is jiroved by the comparatively small number 
of casualties, particularly killed, which have taken place during the recent 
troubles which are undoubtedly of a much more serious and widespread 
nature than any this province has seen for many a long day. Xo one can 
regret more than we do unnecessary loss of life, but it must be remembered 
that the Government and its offi<'erH who have had innumerable difficult 
situations forced upon them can in no way be counted as the aggressors. 
Where it is alleged that excessive force has been used, then the correct 
procedure os pointed out by Mr, Gladding yesterday is for an official or 
departmental entiuiry to be carried out in the first instance, and where 
8i.>ecial features indicate that a fuller enquiry is necessary then and only 
then should a judicial enquiry W resorted to as has been done this 
morning; and I ho])e that the enquiry as indicated in this morning’s debate 
ui/l be of a judicial nature. We in this party cannot deprecate too 
strongly the constant request which is being made for non-offi(‘ial public 
enquiry in every case in which force has had to be used in restoring law 
and order. That constant request for public enquiry can only have the 
effect of undermining the confidence of the officers and the administration 
on when* the peace of this province depends. These officers faced with 
mob violence must be made to feel that they can have confidence in the 
Government whom they serve and the people of the province. If that 
confidence is undermined, then peace and good order or any ordered 
government in the province will go to pieces. That confidence, Sir, I 
submit, is a most valuable asset which this Government must pass on to 
its successors unimpaired in ever>’ way and that confidence can only, oe 
maintained if the constant request for public enquiry is strongly resisted. 
What is really; needed, Sir, is not so much non-official enquiry but both 
official and non-official support for these forces of law and order, and I 
hope that will be forthcoming today. 

Now, Sir, in case it may be considered that I am engaged in criticising 
this Government, I would like to make it perfectly clear that I am not. 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


U» 


im.] 

• 

III the debate on the Chief Minister's statement, I took the opportunity of 
coiftrratijlating the Ministry on the way in which it had performed a very 
nnpleasafit but very necessarj^ task. We are not here criticising the 
Government. We think that in these difficult circumstances they have 
done exijemely well, and I would like to take this opportunity again of 
making that perfectly clear. The Chief Minister has already admitted 
the responsibility of his Government in maintaining law and order and 
peace in the province, but what is required is that he should go a step 
further and state clearly and uneqiiivo<*ally that he will supjiort his district 
officers in the performance of their daily duties even when these involve 
unpleasant use of force which may later be subjected to an enquiry. All 
that we are asking for in view of the allegations which have been made 
against Government is that this Government wull come absolutely clean on 
this issue. It is essential that they should do this, so that the confidence 
of the officers in the districts may be restored. And I am sure that if 
Government will make that assertion and make it strong enough, it will 
be greeted with approval by all resjionsible elements in this House. 

^Khan Bahadur Muulvi Aiilad Hossain Khan rose to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Tumizuddin Khan 
will now move his motion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Klian Bahadur Aulad 
Hossain Khan had tabled an amendment t<» the special motion moved by 
j Mr. Hendry. I believe that the amendment has not l>een allowed by you. 
We would like to know the reason. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have ruled that amendment out of 
order. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the amendment which has 
been ruled out of order is concerned, according to the rules, the amendment 
is naj subject to any previous approval of the Ministers because once a 
imotion is admftted, it is subject to the rules that apply to a motion. 
Nowhere in the rujes is it stated that uu amendment to a spt*cial motion 
requires tbe Consent 

• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are under a misapprehension. When 
the motion is admitted by me and the consent of the Minister has been 
givla, for the amendment the consent of the Minister is not necessary. I 
'ikive dilallowed the amendment on other grounds. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May we know the reason, 8irP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you w-ant to know the reasons, you 
may see me in my chamber. 
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Mr* TAMIZUODIH KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
ttiat this Aeeembly is of opinioa that the policy of the Bengal Government 
in relation to the disturbances that have been taking place in various 
parts of this province since the arrest of the Congress leaders should be 
disapproved. 

Sir, this resolution seeks to condemn the policy of this Government in 
relation to the disturbances. Now, before I give my reasons for disapprov- 
ing the policy of the Government let us try to see what the policy of the 
Government is. We, on this side of the House, have tried our best to 
make the Government state their policy in this respect on the floor of the 
House, but hitherto without any success. You remember, Sir, that during 
the general discussion on the statement of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
we, from this side of the House, definitely charged the Government with 
sitting on the fence as regards this important matter and practically threw 
out challenges to Government to come out with a straightforward declara- 
tion of their policy, but the Government kept silent. Whether it was 
cowardly or courageous on the part of the Ministry* to keep chup on such 

an important matter is for the House lo judge. So far as the Ministry is 

concerned in this particular respect they can be divided into two definite 
categories. One category' may be f-haracterised as vocal but unfortunately 
equivocal also, and another category deliberately silent. So far as the 
vocal Ministers are concerned you know, Sir, that on more occ'asions than 
one the\ liavc declared that they do not agree with the ]>olicy of the 
Government of India in taking action against Mr. Gandhi and the other 
Congress leaders: that they do not approve of what they con.sider to have 

been precipitate action on the part of the Government of India and that 

they think that the Government of India ought to have allowed Mr. Gandhi 
further time and opportunity to negotiate with Viceroy, but actually, I 
think, to mature his plans. Sir, that being so, that being the declaration 
of the two (^hief Ministers, the r/c //wfo and the <le jure Chief Ministers, 
what are we t<*> doP The other Ministers being silent, are we not justi- 
fied in taking their declarations t4) be the policy of the Government *a8 a 
whole F I think I am justified in doing that. Not only have these two 
Chief Ministers disapproved the jjolicy. of the Government of India, but 
they are out to teach a lesson to the Government of India. TheV have 
preferred appeals not only to the British Prime Minister but also to 
President Roosevelt, Dictator Stalin and Marshal Chiang-Kai-Shek. So 
far us his apj)eal to Mr. Churchill is concerned, that has unfortunately 
been summarily rejected. But our undaunted Ministers have chosen to 
ask for a review of judgment. So far as the other world figures are 
concerned, I do not know what rt'ply they have given to their appeal. I 
hope the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten the House as to what is the*f4te 
of their appeal to these world notables. Now this raises an important 
question, — the attitude of the Ministry. What is the reason that makes 
thorn not agree with the Government of India P Their real reason one can 
very easily see. The real reason is that if they agree with what they call 
the repressive policy^ of the Government of India, thei^ they lose the 
support of their followers in this House. At least, they lose the support 
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of that section of their followers who still swear by the name of the 
Congress, and if they lose their support they lose their present position 
which tfiey are not prepared to do. They fear that if they have to vacate 
the vacuum will be filled up by the Muslim Leapue. To them that is a 
catastrou>ie far more dangerous than what some of us consider to be the 
advent of the Japs. They are far more keen to keep out the Muslim 
Ijeagiia< than we are keen to keep out the Japanese. That is the real 
reason. (Interruptions.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 hope there will be no (listurlmnee. 

W*"* TAMirUDDIN KHAN: Now, Sir, if aetiiHlly they eont 4 *n(l Ihat 
they are earryin^ out the policy laid down by the (jovernment of India 
whatever may be their ]isycholoj?ical or ideological ditfereuces with that 
Government, that should satisfy all and sundry; this certainly is a ])lausible 
plea. If lit, Sir, I think that this ])lea, though plausible is not at all 
satisfactory and cannot stand close examination. Now. Sir, if they say 
that they are ciirryin^ out the {ndicy of the (liovernment of India, nuiy I 
ask them whether they are carryin*^: out that policy with the support of. all 
their followers in this House!*' Are the members who still swear by the 
name of the Con^^ress supportinj^: them in tins policy ^ Have theae 
members sujijiorted tlieni in the arrest of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sahyal, the 
Chief M liip of the Party led by Mr. itose^ Are tliev supjiortin^ the 
policy of the Hen^ml (iovernment or the action of the GoverniiHUit in 
arresting Mr, Satya Priya Ifunerjee, the Secretary of that Party h We 
want to know whether this Government is having tlie Mi])port of all tludr 
followers, in this House in carrying- out this ])oli(‘yh May 1 ask — I have 
stated the real reason — may I ask what other reasons this Government 
may jmt forward for their ])resent attitude^ Alany have said, ainl probably 
this Government will say, that the Government of India was not justified 
in taking precipitate action. Let us examine the position whether the 
Government of India were justified or not. Sir, what was the position in 
the country'? The jiosition was this, that Mr. Gandhi and the ('On^fress 
in liot haste suddenly made a strategic change tif their ]>(dicy. They 
discarded their quarter-of-a-century-old jdank of Hindu-Muslim unity 
^being^ a tondition precedent to the attainment of independence. Now, 
Mr. Gandhi declared and other CongTess leaders agreed with him that 
Hindu ubity must follow and not jirecede the attainment of 

independence.' What was the rea-sony Along with that let us also see 
thaj^ Mr. Gandhi declared that the movement he was going to start would 
be nothing short of open rebellion — that is what be said; and a lieutenant 
of^his, Sirdar Patel, said that the movement would be in the nature of 
capable of forcing the issue in the course of a week. May I ask, 
^when Sirdar Patel made that statement, did he not 1<now what the plan 
was? ^Did he make that statement without knowing the nature of the 
programme, without knowing the nature of the action that was contem- 
plated by the Congress? Certainly not. 

, Then, Sir, there is another aspect *of the situation. Mr. Gandhi must 
be given this credit that he understands his own plans far better than his 
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followers m this House. Now, when he and his collea^es were maturjn^ 
the ‘‘quit India” programme, if I may say so, did he not know, did they 
not know, that at any moment they might be put under arrest and deten- 
tion P It would be an insult to the intelligence of those gentlemen to 
suppose that they did not know that they were likely to be arrested. Can 
we believe that they did not consider what would be the fate of their 
programme and policy after they were put under arrest and detention? 
They must have known that and having known that they must have 
prepared their plan and they must have matured their jdan. You cannot 
say — it is likely that they may have matured their plans hut these plans 
could not be given efPect to because they were put under arrest ; if these 
plans could be given effect to, the situation would have been far different 
from what these j)eople are now doing throughout the length and breadth 
of the country. Can they seriously advance such an argument? f 
suppose not. If actually their programme was different fixnn the 
programme that is now being carried out, (*an we reasonably suppose that 
that programme would have been kept in abeyance for so long a time 
since 8th August last? Certainly not. Where is that programme? They 
could never think that after their arrest their programme should be 
brought to naught, and that it would not see the light of day. Therefore, 
Sir, it is as clear as daylight that the ])resent acts of sabotage, the present 
acts (»f murder and looting that are now being ]>er]>etrated throughout the 
length and breadth of the country are nothing less than the programme of 
Mr. (landhi and the (^mgress. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from the 
Euro])eau benches.) That being s(», have these Ministers any plausible 
reason for disagreeing with the (Government of India? T think not. T 
need hardly refer. Sir, to the other evidence that the (Government of India 
have got in their possession. I may refer to one — the programme of work 
of the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee. Sir. the Congress is shy 
of Pakistan. They are not prepared concede Pakistan to the Muslims, 
and 1 may certainly assume that the Congress has not also conceded 
Pakistan to the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee. If that is so, 
the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee progi‘amrue must have been 
in ac(‘ordance with the all-India programme of the All-India Congress 
Committee. And what does that programme show? Tire })rogramme 
sh()w.s thot it i.s not very different from wliat is being done in the name of the 
Congress by all these miscreants. This, I think, demolishes ti e standpoint 
taken by the friends of the Congress or of Mr. Gandhi and other Congress 
leaders . that they do not approve of the acts of violence that are now 
being committed. 

Now, Sir, we have seen that this Ministry has no reason whatever h 
disagree with the Qjovernment of India. Let us see what has btjen the 
effect iiv this province of their policy of sitting on the fence. This is a 
problem with which we are more directly concerned. Before I consider 
that in dfttail I should like to survey the general situation in Bengal. So 
far as the external situation is concerned, no one can deny that it is 
extremely menacing. The Japanese enemy is standing with brandished 
inns on our eastern doorstep and a more formidable enemy, the Germans, 



1912 .] 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


153 


ia frying to rush with mad iury ttmards our western gate. That is the 
external^ situation, Sir, and what is the internal situation ^ We know that 
Burma and Malaya were full of fifth (‘olumni.sts who rendered every possible 
help to the enemy when it invaded those tw'o countries. Those fifth 
columnists there contributed in a ven* large meusure to the defeat of the 
British arms and now we can quite reasonably assume that Bengal also is 
full of' fifth columnists. (Mr. Giasi ddin Ahmkj) : “Like you.’’) The 
whole world knows like whom. 

Now, Sir, I come to certain <‘loser facts. Every one knows that 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, who was the founder of the F(»rward Bloc and 
who has thousands of followers in Bengal, has openly joined with the 
enemy. He is now preparing to come and attack India with the help of 
Axis Powers. (Mr. Atul Krishna Ghos?:: “How do you know.^ Have 
you been taken into confidence?”) Now, Sir, his brother, Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose who was his suc(‘esst)r as Leader of the Forward Bloc and 
of the Bose Group in this House, was arrested and put under detention 
because the Government of India is sati-sfied of his contact with the 
Japanese enemy. That being so, may I ask wliether my honourable 
friends opi>oftite believe that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and his brother. 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, have no followers in the province? Do they 
actually believe that? (hin they maintain that? That shows what a 
grave situation there is in Bengal. If in a situation like this the Govern- 
ment follow.s a policy of shilly-shally, if the Government does not condemn 
these acts of violence, what are the likely result.^? One likely result is a 
definite .encouragement to the saboteurs, encouragement to the fifth 
oolumnist>, encouragement to the Juj)anese. Also, Sir, I maintain that 
it is an encouragement to the misguided youth.s of Bengal. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. The 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Tumizuddin Khan i-> that, “Thi^ AHS<*mbly 

is oi opinion that the jadiev of the Bengal Government be 

disapproved”. But I have heard him say that he doe.s not know what the 
poli^> of the Government is and he has also said before the members of 
'this House ttat the Minist.ers have not declared their policy. In his 
motion he wants #to disapprove the policy of the Government. Is that 
motion in orfler or is it consistent with his speech? 

*Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is tryinjT to develop his ar^nients. 

.''Mr^TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, I was going to say before I was 
^interrupted that the attitude of the Ministry’ is alsf> an encouragement to 
the mijiguided youths of Bengal. So far as these young men are concerned 
• I have nothing but the greatest respect for them, the greatest respect for 
their patiiotisni, the greatest respect for their spirit of sacrifice; but being 
young they are also impetuous and easily liable to be misguided, and the 
Ministry by its present policy has been misguiding these unfortunate young 
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men. This the greatest harm that could possibly be done to these young 
1B0A of Bongal. Many of them hare already lost their lives, mtmy have 
been shot down, many have been put behind prison bars and many more 
will be convicted and will either be hanged or imprisoned. This is one of 
the results of the policy of the Government — I mean the Bengal Government. 
(Loud cheers and laughter from the Coalition benches.) (Mr. Atxjl 
CHi\NJ)KA Kumar: “The cat is out of the bag’'.) I hold this Government 
responsible for all this. 

Now, Sir, on the one hand it is an encouragement to these undesirable 
elements; on the other hand it is a positive discouragement to the 
officials of Government who are trying to quell these disturbances. It is 
a discouragement to the unfortunate Government officials who have to bear 
the burnt of the fight; many of whom have been killed, many of whom 
have been burnt alive. It is also a discouragement to the law-abiding 
sefrtions of tlie public to raise their voice of protest against these acts of 
sabotage. 

I have shown, Sir, that the attitude and the jwlicy of the Ministry is 
fraught with grave danger. The situation is grave enough as it is, and 
it has been rendered far more grave by this vacillating policy of the 
Govemment of Bengal. Sir, may we demand that the Government now 
at least should make a clear declaration of its policy? Is it prepared to 
condemn these acts of sabotage and take the responsibility of what is being 
done bv its officers in this respect upon its own shouders as it should do 
with justice. 

Sir, very often we are t(dd that no helpful suggestion comes from the 
Opposition to the Ministry. If the Ministry will kindly permit me, I 
make a suggestion. My suggestion is this. If they are actually sincere 
in putting down what I may call this rebellion, if they actually condemn 
these acts of sabotage, are the Caste Hindu Ministers prepared in conjunc- 
tion w'ith their Forward Bloc supporters in this House to issue a statement 
through the press first of all condemning this movement, condemning these 
acts of sabotage, and, secondly, appealing to the people of Bengal, appeal- 
ing to the youth of Bengal, particularly to the Hindu youth, to desist 
from this suicidal movement? Are they prepared to issue a statement 
like that? If they issue a statement like that through the press' that will 
put an end to this undesirable and unhappy controversy that has arisen 
over the imlicy of these Ministers. That will be the test of their sincerity. 
If, on the other hand, they do not give a clear answer as to what is their 
policy prepared to issue a statement and to issue * tuA 

appeal as suggested by me, then, Sir, what will happen? The dottbt that 
now exists in the minds of many people in this province that these 
Ministers are in secret sympathy with the perpetrators of violence will be 
all the more strengthened. I submit. Sir, that the Congress Ministers will 
flatly deny not only by their wonls of mouth but by their action also, i.c., 
by issuing a statement like this— that the Congress Ministers of Bengal 
have no secret sympathy with the subversive movement. The cloud that 
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overhangs the atmosphere of Bengal must be lifted and the country' should 
ftd Tongd^ be left in doubt that if and when the Japanese come there will 
be a wdiolebearted effort on the part of the Ministry to thwart them and 
not to welcome them. 


AdJoummMiU 


It being 11-38 a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-45 a.m. on Wednesday, the 30th 
September, 1942, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Froeeedinf t of the Bei|M LegisIatiTe Astembly atsemblei^ under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 30th September, 1942, at 8^45 a.m. 


Prssent: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sybd Jalaluddin Hashemt) in the Chair, 
0 Hon’ble Ministers and 175 members. 

(Secretary called the starred question No. 68.) 

Point of order. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: On a point of order, Sir. What is the 
number of questions of the last session that are pending, i.e., yet remaining 
to be answered? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just after the question time, I will give 
you the answer. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were given) 

Roloaso of Babus Ramosh Chandra Chatterjee and Surosh Chandra Dm 
under 14 years’ rule. 

•88. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (<0 1> tlie Hon’ble Minister in 
•charge of the Home Department aware that 14 years’ rule applicable to 
prisoner convicted of life sentence ha.s not been applied in the cases of 
Sj. Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee of Barisal, and Sj. Suresh Chandra Das of 
Faridpur, who are now lodged in Dum Dum Central Jail? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the arbove 
•cases and taking necessary action tthereon? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for not releasing the above named j^risoneTs 
under the 14 years’ rule? 

MilliiTER in ohargn of the HOME DEPARTMEMT (the Hon’bit 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) The rase of Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee was 
considered and that of Suresh Chandra Das is being considered under this 
rule. 
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(h) Does not arise, 

<c) B|unesh Chandra Chatterjee was not released under the 14 yean* 
release rule as he was not considered fit for this concession. About Suresli 
Chandra Das the honourable member is referred to the answer to question 
(a) abov#. 

Mri*8YED ABDUL MAJID S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the nature of the offence for which these two ^ntlemen were con- 
victed ? Under what section were these two gentlemen convicted? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZtllL HUgi *Sir, I have not got the papers 
with me. I cannot answer it now. 

Mr; ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether exercise of the 14 years’ rule is discretionary on the part 
of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; All releases are matters for 

the discretion of Government. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIf Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state wlio exercises this function of discretion? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Minister in charge of the 

• Home Department. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the consideration of the case started? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer this question 
offhand. 

Mr. AllDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what stood in the way of Government’s exercising 14 years’ rule in 
the case ef Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee? 

• The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That question I refuse to 

• • 

answer. 

Khrfi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the case has been under the consideration of 
^Government ? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL "HUQ,* xf the Minister is active, it 
will take a verj' short time. If not, it may take six mouths. 
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Khan Bafiadur MOHAMMED ALIS My question is not how long ii 
will be under consideration. My question k how long it has be^n undei 
consideration ? 


The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I remember, aboui 
a couple of months. 


Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state undei 
what category he falls when he says “if the Minister is active“P 

The Hotl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLU4 HUQ 9 1 leaTe it to the judge. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. When the Hon’bk 
Minister speaks he should rise in his seat. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He did. 


Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wliat more time is expected to be taken just for the completion ol 
the consideration? 

The Han’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question which 1 
cannot answer. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of expediting the 
disposal of this case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I may re-examine it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stato what were the reasons for arriving at the conclusion that 
the case of Babu Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee was not fit for this conoea- 
aion? 

Tha Hon’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I cannot answer that ques- 
tion. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. No Minister can 
refuse an answer to a question unless he claims that it is in the pflbbc 
interest that he refuses to answer the question. The Hon’ble Minister has 
not said that. He cannot treat this House with this contempt and slighl- 
ness. Simply to say that I refuse to answer is discourteous. Mr.'^Dep\f;y 
Speaker, Sir, I want your ruling on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As 1 have already said, I cannot force a 
Minister to give a reply. If a Minister refuses to answer I cannot help it. 
It is for the House or for the members concerned to move a motion in order 
to have their grievances redressed. 
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, Khan ItMur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, you Lave said that you cannot 
force a# Minister to giTe a reply. I think as the custodian of rights and 
privileges of the House, you are entitled to compel a Minister to answer a 
question, and you should do that, so that the rights of the Opposition may 
not he jeopardised. 

Mn DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am asking the Chief Minister whether 
he meant that the question could not be answered in the public interest. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; kSir, may I make the point 
clear? When I said as the Minister in charge of the Department that I 
refused to answer the question, common intelligence ought to take it that 
I said tliat it was in the public interest. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Common courtesy demands that the 
Hon’ble Minister should frame his answer in the proper manner. 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Common courtesy demands 
that there should be courtesy on both sides. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I request the Hon’ble Chief Minister not 
to be carried away by his majority. 


Persons dealt with in Bsngal under ths Dofonos of India Rulatt 

•69 (Short Notice). Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: {a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing district by district how many person! 
have been .since August 7, 1942 — 

(0 arrested under the Defence of India Act and Rules; 

(«) detained under the Defence of India Rules (a) 129, (h) 20; and 
(m) convicted under the Defence of India Act and Rules? 

(b) Is# it a fact that many persons detained in pre-Reform days under 
'Regulation III of 1818 liave been arrested and detained under the Defence 
of India Act as security prisoners without any reference to their present 
political activities? 

^r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jlleased to^ate what are the offences that each one of such detained persons 
pnwinitted or intended to commit? 

^d) Js it a fact that persons convicted and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment before 1935 are being arrested and detained as security 
prisoners immediately on the expiry of their terms of sentences without 
•waiting to see how they conduct themselves after release? 

(e) Is it a fact that a large numbes of persons and even memliers of the 
Legislature have been detained without any evidence of subversive activities 
on their part? 
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{/) If the answer to {e) is in the negative, wil! the Honlule Minister ^bf 
{ileased to state what are the offences that each one of the detained M.L.A.’i 
committed or intended to commit? 

{g) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that there exists a feeling in the |>ublio inind that the cases ol 
Iversons arrested under the Defence of India Act and Rules an 
not placed before the Hon’ble Minister immediately after theii 
arrest ; and 

(it) that for tihe delay the persons detained under rule 129 find them- 
selves converted into long term security prisoners under rule 261 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he 
-is proposing to take to prevent such uses of Defence of India Act and Rules 
as are referred to in (h), (c) and {d) and ensure expeditious examination of 
the cases of persons detained under rule 129? 

The HOfl’bla Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQs Full details are not available 
and their collection will take time : if the honourable member putting the 
question desires to have full details, I must ask him to table a question with 
the usual notice. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this particular question reached his department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It reached me about a week 
ago, and I have been trying to collect information from various districts. 
Information from all the districts has not reached me yet, and that is why 
I said that it w’ill take some time. 

Mf* ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has received up till now any information from any 
district ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I have received informa- 
tion from some districts. 

Mtuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the difficulties that stood in the way of the Hon’ble 
Minister to make a reply with regard to question {g){i)? 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no difficulty, but 1 
thought that a complete reply would be most suitable and therefore I have 
withheld answering this question until I receive complete information. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state from how many districts he has received information? 
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Th* Hon’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLIIt. HIIQt From' belt a down. 


Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to question (g){i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be plaesed to state if he is ready to make an 
answer 4 >n this point ? 


TM Hon'bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, I cannot give an answer 
to that question now. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to name the districts from which he has received information P 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I do not remember. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the approximate number of caseii that he has received from the 
districts from which he has received information P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: About half a dozen. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of members of the Legislature who have l>een 
detained ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a big list and 1 cannot 

say offhand the names. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to question (e), 
viz., “Is it a fact that a large number of persons and even members of the 
Legislature have been detained without any evidence of subversive 
activities on their part”, the Minister asked for notice. I am sure he*haa 
got at least the names of members of the Legislature who have been 
detained P 

The Hon’bl. Mr. *A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The names are — 

• 

(1) *Mr? Satya Priya Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. Saeanka Sekhar SanyaL 

(3) Mr. Nishitha Nath Eundu. 

(4) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta. 

(.5) Mr. Kamal Krishna Boy. 

(6) Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. 

(7) Mr. Sukumar Dutta. 

khM BMMdur MOHAMMED ALli What about Mr. Pretul Chandr. 
Ganguly. 

o 
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TIm Hon'M* Mr. tHAMtUDOM AMMEOl That was long befora. 


Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
explain whether it is a fact that all these numbers of the Legislature whose 
names have just been given were supposed to have voted in a party meeting 
demanding the resignation of the Ministers? 

Mr. DEPUTY EPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will tl^ Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state up till now how many names have been received bj^ Government 
about these arrests? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I canniiot give the details. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Mr, Niliarendu Dutta Majumdar has been arrested? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no information. 

• Miulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether all the members of the Ijegislature who have been arrested 
and whose names have been given belong to the Progressive Coalition Party 
to which the Hon’ble Minister himself belongs? 

The Hon’bk Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, not all. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be 
pleased to state the names of members of the Bengal Legislature who have 
been convicted under the Defence of India Rules? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the names. 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: Again the Hon'ble Minister is 
meting out the same treatment to the Opposition. He srys “1 cannot 
give”. If he says in the interest of the public safety we shall be satisfied. 
Let him make that statement. Wlij^ does he say ‘‘I cannot gi'^e”? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If I had known that the^ 
members of the Muslim League were so much interested in these arrests 1 
would have brought all the papers with me. I am sorry I have not got 
the papers with me to answ^er properly all these supplementary questions 
In future I shall take it that the duty of cross-examination of the Minister 
in the matter of arrests will be shifted from the Congress to the Muslim 
League and I will act accordingly. 

. Mr. H. B. BUHRAWARDY: Does the Hon^ble Chief Minister convey, 
to the House that he is not interested in these arrests? 
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Mr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: That quaation does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CMANMA R«Y: Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased 

to state why que-stions (g) and (A) have not been answered? 

• 

Th##Hoil’bl9 Mf« At Ka FAZLUL HUQtl I have already statcKl that I 
have not answered many points which I might have been able to answer 
because I tliought that a comprehensive reply would be more desirable. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many members of the Bengal Legislature who have been 
arrested belong to the Progressive Coalition Party? 

Mrt DEPUTY SPEAKERS That question has been answered. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: He has not given the number. 

Tha Hoffi’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, let tne count — 

¥ 

(1) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, son of Babu Bhabataran Sanyal of 

Berhampore, 

(2) Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee, 

(3) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, and 

(4) Mr, Khagendra Nath Das Gupta. 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAtllDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he takes upon him.self the responsibility for the arrest and deten- 
tion of the gentlemen just mentioned? 

The Hon’bll Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 take the fullest responsibility 
for the arrest of these members and for any others that may follow. 

Khan Bahadiir MOHAMMED ALI: The Hon^ble Minister has just 
sfated thak^full details are not available and if the member desires to have 

details he wants a separate question to be tabled. Will the Hon’ble 
I^^iste^ be pleased to consider the question as held over so that the full 
details may be supplied to the members? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is the desire of the House it will be 
donep 

(The question was held over.) 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
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SMMirity prisonm. 

38. Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when did the first sitting of the Tribunal appointed by Government 
to examine the cases of security prisoners take place ; and 

(u) whether the Tribunal have made any recommendations so far? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of security prisoners released since the Ist of August, 

1942; and 

(ii) the number of them that were released on the recommendations of 

the Tribunal? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
have arrived at any decision regarding th^ release of the security prisoners 
detained for political reasons? 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) (i) On 8th May, 1942. 

(ii) Yes. 

(6) (i) Two. 

(it) One of the two has been released on the recommendation of the 
Tribunal and the recommendations of the Tribunal regarding other security 
prisoners are under consideration. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many cases were considered by the Tribunal? 

Tha Hon'bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS Something over 400. I gave 
all the figures in answer to a question the other day. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be, pissed 
to state whether the cases after the 7th August should also be copsidered as 
being security prisoners and whether their cases should also be referred to 
the Tribunal in future? 

The Hon’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I believe I have already 
answered this question in the negative. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD; With reference to answer (b) (i), 
will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state the names of these two 
gentlemen ? 



jm2.] QUESTIONS. l«l^ 

TIM Hon'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: r do not remember names. 

Khan Bthttfur MOHAMMED ALI S Will the Hon^We Minister be pleased 

state the personnel of the Tribunal? 

The Hofl’bla Mr# A. Ka FAZLUL HUQ* The Tribunal consisted of the 

^ Mr. Justice Panckridge, Mr. S. M. Masih and Sir S. K. Ghosh. The 
late Mr. Justice Panckridge died after having finished his labours and the 
other two submitted the report. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was the report signed by the late 
Mr. Justice Panckridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, it was not. But the 
other members have recorded that the late Mr. Justice Panckridge was in 
complete accord with the report which the other two signed and submitted ott 
behalf of the Tribunal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister considering 
the desirability of appointing another Judge of the High Court to replace 
the late Mr. Justice Panckridge? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter has ended so far 
as the Tribunal is concerned and I cannot conceive the necessity of another 
Tribunal to advise the Government as to how to act on the report. 

a 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased! 
to state if there is any case pending for the decision of the Tribunal ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There was no case pending at 
the time the Tribunal was dissolved. 

Maulwi AHMED ALI MRIOHAs With reference to answer (c) wiU 
fche»Ponjble Minister be pleasetl to state what time does he propose to take* 
in completing the consideration? 

*Hoit’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As soon as the session of the 
^sembly is over and we can get rid of the impediments in our way we will 
jdhsider the question and, as far as possible, we will try to expedite it. 


Held ovor quoation. 

(AS soon as the held over unstarred question No. 23 was called, Khaa 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL|: Sir, we have not got the question 
mper with us. So, if the Secretary will kindly read out the question and the- 
inswer,, it will help us in putting supplementary questions. 
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Mra DEPUTY SPEAKER: Secretary read it yesterday. 

KiMn BldMilur MOHAMMED ALI: But I was BOt present at that time. 

(The Secretary' then read" out the question and the answer.) 

Ganoellatiofi of a tandar from a firm altar aooaiitaiioa. 

23. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government after accepting a tender from a 
certain firm for supply of rice subsequently cancelled the same? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) What was the principle followed by Government in the acceptance 
of tenders? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state whether the lowest 
tender was accepted in all cases? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(/) What was the total loss to Government revenue by the non-accept- 
^mce of the lowest tender in each case? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of contractors selected, with their addresses; 

(ii) the amount of contract allotted to each contractor; and 

(Hi) the places where rice and paddy have been stored, together with the 
amount stored at each place? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
<Tlie Hon’bte Nawab Khwraja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) 

Evidently the honourable member refers to the arrangements made for the 
purchase and removal of rice and paddy under the Denial Scheme. Having 
regard to the nature of the scheme it was not possible to invite tenders 
formally. Arrangements were made after informal consultation with certain 
reputable firms. There is therefore no question of acceptance or cancella- 
tion of any tenders. Originally only one firm was entrusted with the 
•contract, but subsequently, with a view to speeding up the woric, several 
other contractors were selected and definite areas of operation allotted io 
teach. 

(6) to (/) Do not arise, vide reply to (tf). 

(g) (i) Mr. Mirza Ali Akbar, 51, Ezra Street, Calcutta. 

Messrs. B. K. Poddar & Co,, 16, Chaulpatty Road, Beliaghatta. 

Mr. Ashutosh Bhattacharyya, 69/2, Chetla Road, Alipore. 
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Mr. Ahmed Khan, 22, Zakaria Street, Calcutta. 

^r. Datta, lo, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

(ii) No specific amounts were allotted to each contractor, but the areas in 
which the}’ were to operate were defined as follows: — 

Midnapore district, Bhola and Pirojpore subdivisions of Rnkarganj dis- 
trict, Jatkhira subdivision of Khulna district, Sadar and Patuakhali 
subdivisions of Bakarganj district and Sadar and Bagerliat subdivisions of 
Kbulna district, respectively. 

{Hi) In Calcutta, in certain districts in North and North-AVest Bengal 
and in certain district.s in Kast Bengal. Exact figures cannot be given 
because some rice and paddy is still in transit and furthermore rice and 
paddy stored in North and North-AA'est Bengal is now being brought to 
Calcutta. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the reputable firms with which the contract was given 
previously I'' 

The Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: Sir, 

as far as I was able to gather yesterday, I was under the impression that 
the question would not be taken up today, nor have 1 been informed by the 
department that the held {)ver question would be taken up today. So I have 
not brought tJie relevant files with me here for answering any supplementary, 
question that miglit be [)ut. I w'as also under the impression that the 
bonouarble member who had put in the question was not ready to put any 
suj)plenieutar\ quest i(»u. and so the question was held over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we protest vigorously against 
the way in which the most valuable time of the House has been wasted. 
When the questif)n was being read out by the Secretary, the Hon’ble Minister 
ought to ha\e said that he had not got the file with him and therefore he 
would not he able to answer any .supplementary question. If the Hon’ble 
Minifter had .said that before the (luestion was read out by the Secretary, 
^0 much ?)f oi« valuable time would uot have been thus wasted. That is 
our point. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; But you wanted the question to be read 
ove]a 

, JCIun Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 requested the question to 
^'•rfiad^over with a view to enable me to put supplementary questions. In 
accordance with that request the Secretary read out the question and 
answer, and after that when a supplementary question is put by me the 
•Hon’ble Minister comes forward with the plea that as his papers are not 
with him he will not be able to answer any supplementary question. I 
mibmit. Sir, he ought not to have wasted the valuable time of the House 
in this manner, and I want your ruling on this point. 
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Sabu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRASARTY: But you yoursel 
are wasting the valuable time of the House for nothing. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKI^|IS When the Hon’ble Minister is not prepare< 
to answer supplementary questions, I cannot help the House and ,1 canno 
force him to answer. Of course, he ought to have given the answer today 
but I find that on some misunderstanding or other he has not brought thi 
papers with him. Therefore, I am afraid, there is no other alternative bu 
to hold over the question. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Sir, this is a very important questioi 
so far as my district is concerned, and we the representatives of that dis- 
trict will be put to very great difficulty if we fail to obtain the necessar 
information on this point from the Government. The subdivision o 
Goalundo in the district of Faridpur is already in the grip of famine ol 
account of inadequate supply of rice. We therefore want to ascertain b; 
putting supplementary questions as to what action Government is goin^ 
to take in the matter, whether rice would be supplied to my district and 
if supplied, what would be the quantity of supply, and so on. But it h 
vejy strange that when the question was taken up in the House th( 
Hon’ble Minister should say that he was not prepared for it and that h< 
could not answer^ any supplementary question as he had not brought th< 
necessary papers with him. If the question is again held over today, w< 
are afraid that we will not get any answer to this important question during 
this session, as the Assembly is likely to be prorogued today. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: May I suggest, Sir, that the Hon’ble Ministei 
for Agriculture should send for his file immediately so that he can get i1 
in ten minutes, and then this question can be taken up. 

The Hoii’bto Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: Ma^ 

I state. Sir, that the honourable member who put in this question was nol 
ready to put supplementary question and he had asked that this questioE 
should be held over. I did not know that this question was coming up 
today. You also, Sir, pointed out to me that there was no question for me 
to answer today. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am perfectly ready to put 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I had a mind to finish all the quest-x^ni 
today, but I find now in the file that this question was held over f'^om t ^e 
2l8t of September. Now, when the Hon’ble Minister is not prepared to 
give the reply, and, as he says that he is unable to give any reply to any 
supplementary question, I cannot help you. So the matter is closed. 

Mauivi ABUL HABHIM: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister says that the 
honourable member was not prepared to put supplementary question and 
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th«refore he did not bring the file with him. My point is, is it necessary 
^rst to ascertain as to whether members would put in supplementary ques- 
tions and then the Hon'ble Minister w'ould bring his file? 

Mr. HEPUTY SPEAKER: No, it is not necessary. 

MaSivi ABUL HA8HIM: Further, 1 would like to know whether you 
consider it desirable that Ministers, having scores of Parliamentary Secre- 
taries here and an army of officials to assist them, should stand up here and 
say that they cannot answer questions because they have no files here and 
they are not prepared. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot help you in this matter. If he 
pleads inability to give replies to supplementary questions, how can I help 

itP 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
enlighten the House how he came to know that the honourable member from 
Bogra was not ready to put supplementary questions when he had left his 
file behind at the beginning of the meeting.^ 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: May 

I state that when this question was taken up yesterday — we are not talking 
of today — the honourable member said that he was not ready and when 1 
asked the Deputy Speaker today whether there were any questions in my 
name, h*e said “No”. Therefore, as I was told there were no questions, 
I did not come prepared to answer supplementaries on this question. 

Mr. M. A, H. i8PAHANI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that other members of the House are entitled to 
ask supplementary questions as well even if the honourable questioner 
informed him that he was not prepared with his supplementary questions P 
The Hon’ble Minister having the experience us he has should have known 
thafrf)th<jr members of the House are equally entitled to put supplementary 
questions and*for an flon’ble Minister appearing in the House not prepared 
to answer supplementary questions and then putting up the defence as the 
Hon’ble* Na^ab Bahadur has put up is, to say the least, preposterous. 

% *Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: 1 cannot help you in this matter. The 
question is held over. 

i-** 

/ Mi«>8YE0 ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I wanted to know at the very begin- 
ning how many questions of the last session and of the present session haye 
not yet been answered. 

Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU Sir, before you take up this ques- 
«tion, I want to know if the Parliamentary Secretary can answer my ques- 
tion. She is usually quite prepared to answer questions. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: ] 

was prepared to answer questions yesterday. 

Statement regarding questions. 

Secretary then read out the following statement. 

Questions carried over from the budget session of 1942 — 90. 

Answered this session — 61. 

Questions admitted this session — 104. 

Answered — 30. 

This statement is made up to the 29th September, 1942. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDIN. Sir, the question raised by Mr. Abdul 
Majid was to find out how many questions, the replies of which have been 
received in office, have been answered in the House and whether any ques- 
tion is still pending. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. No question is pending. 


SPECIAL MOTION 
On the Chief Minister’s statement. 

(At this stage Mr. Syed Badrudduja rose to speak.) 


Pcint cf erder. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
would like to draw' your attention to rule 42 (7) which says, “an amendment 
must be relevant to, and within the scope of, the question to which -^t is 
pn)posed”. I would like to submit. Sir, that this amendment ^^hich the 
honourable member Mr. Syed Badrudduja is about to move does not conform 
to that rule 42 (/). 

I would first of all draw \our attention to the tact that yesterday we 
were greeted with the first of those so-called amendments and today we 
are greeted with another so-called amendment which raises very large 
questions and is entirely different to the motion to which it is proposed 
be moved as an amendment. 

Our motion, Sir, raises one issue — measures taken by the Bengal Gov- 
ernment to maintain law and order. This motion or amendment raises 
no less than three questions — (1) it extends full support to Government in 
its efforts to restore order and tranquillity; (2) it refers to the question of 
excesses; and (3) it raises a constitutional issue. 
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Now, Sir, I would submit that this amendment is not within the scope 
o/ our ^motion and I would submit that in any case it raises issues which 
were not even referred to in the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s statement. It 
raises a constitutional issue. There was no reference in the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister’s statement to the constitutional issue. There is no reference in 
our motion to any constitutional issue. 

Th*en, Sir, I would submit that this is not even framed as an amend- 
ment. It is a new motion. There is no attempt to fit it on to our motion 
in any way. It says “to move by way of amendment that this Assembly'^ 
and so on. It does not refer to our motion. It does not add to our motion 
or alter or amend our motion in any way. It ij^nores our motion completely 
and proposes to substitute another motion for our motion. 

Sir, if you in spite of these argumenta consider that this is in order, 
we would submit this tliat we should be entitle<l to move amendments to 
this amendment. In our view it is entirely different from our own motion 
and it raises a number of new questions. We should be entitled to consider 
these and we should be entitled to table amendments to them if you are 
going to allow the amendment. 

Lastly, I should like to raise this point that this motion of ours has been 
before the House for many days and there has been plenty of time to table 
amendments to it but there were no amendments. But here we are greeted 
today with an amendment which raises altogether different questions. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. My point of order 
is with regard to the amendment of Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain. He has 
received a letter from your office saying “With reference to your amend- 
ment, copy encl(>sed, to the special motion of Mr. David Hendr>^ I am 
desired to inform you that this has been disallowed by Mr. Deputy Speaker”. 

Sir, I beg to submit that you are entitled to disallow’ an amendment 
only under rule 42, that is, rule as to amendments. 

Now, first I will tell you w’hat w’as the motion of Mr. Hendry. If 
you refer to the wording of the motion of Mr. Hendry in items Nos. 10-11, 
you*wilLfind that it is said “This Assembly is of opinion that the measures 
taken by the Bengal Government to maintain law and order since the initia- 
tion of the preseat Congress campaign should be supported” and to that 
the Khan Bahadur w’anted to add these words 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have got it. You need not read it out, 

Jlr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The House should know it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are raising a point of order and it is 
not nfeant for the House. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: And Recommends that adequate measures 
,be taken to protect Muslims and other elements in the population who have 
not joined the Congress movement”. 
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Now, Sir, it does not, in mgr opinion, offend in any way any o£ the rules 
4)f section 42 — rules relating to amendments. Sir, let us take the first rule. 
**An amendment must be relevant to, and within the scope of, the question 
to which it is proposed.” 

Now, Sir, here Mr. Hendry ^s motion raises the question as to the fneasures 
adopted by Government. The Khan Bahadur’s amendment also relates to 
the measures, i.e., what measures should be adopted for the protection of 
the Muslims because he feels that the measures which have been adopted 
up till now are not sufficient to protect the Muslims and other elements 
which have not joined the recent Congress campaign. Therefore, Sir, it 
relates to the question under issue. 

Then with regard to clause (2), namely, that an amendment may not be 
moved which has merely the effect of a negative vote, it is obvious that it 
has not the effect of a negative vote. 

Then, Sir, we come to clause (3), namely, “After a decision has been 
gfiven on an amendment to any part of a question, an earlier part shall not 
be amendeded”; this does not arise in this case because no amendment has 
been carried in the House. 

With regard to clause (4), namely, “An amendment to a question must 
not be inconsistent with the previous decision on the same question given 
at the same stage of any Bill or motion”, this question also does not arise 
here as no previous decision has been taken in this House. 

With regard to clause (5), namely, “The Speaker may refuse to put 
an amendment which is in his opinion frivolous”, I beg to submit, Sir, • 
thaf this amendment raises a very important question, and we on this side 
of the House feel that the measures hitherto adopted by the Government 
of Bengal have not given sufficient protection to the Muslims. For instance, 

I can cite the case of educational institutions which have been closed down 
by this Government in order to show that the amendment is not frivolous 
and is really important. What I want to say. Sir, is that the Muslims and 
other elements have not got any protection. This Government has closed 
down the educational institutions because of the disturbances, altheugh 
Muslim students are very anxious to get instruction^. That is tke reason* 
why I say, Sir, that the measures hitherto taken wer^ not sufficient to 
give them protection. Therefore, Sir, the amendment is not frivolous. 

It raises an important fundamental issue and if you admit this amendment, 
and I hope you will allow it, you will find why we think that the Muslims 
and other elements who have not joined the Congress movemedt have not 
been adequately protected. ^ « 

Now, Sir^ the amendment does not say that no measures have beeti takeih ' 
It simply aays that the measures so far adopted are not sufficient and we 
want Imtiier measures for the protection of the Muslims and other elements. 
Theirefore, Sir, it is quite relevant and is not in any way frivolous. I hope 
.that you will admit it, and 1 would request you to reconsider your dec^ision 
and admit this motion. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIH KHAN: Sir, my umeud- 
merft is an earnest amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to the point of order raised 
3y Mr, %tark I have fully eousidered the amendment of Mr. Badrudduja 
md 

t 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Before you give your ruling on the point 
if order raised by Mr. Stark, I hope, Sir, that you will permit this side 
if the House to express their opinion on the point of order, because it 
'itally affects the Muslim community as far as this motion is concerned. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I want to submit, Sir, ns far as these new 
imendments of Mr. Badrudduja are concerned, they raise issues of far- 
eaching importance so far as the Muslim community is concerned. I want 

0 say that my honourable friend Mr. Stark has raised a constitutional point 
rhetlier this motion is within the scope of the main motion and whether it 
s admissible or not. After you give your ruling. Sir, I have got a further 
ubmission to make as I think that would be the proper time to make my 
ubmission. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stark has raised two points. Mr. Stark 
lays that the motion of Mr. Badrudduja is not at all an amendment; it is 

1 substantive new motion. He has also said that if that amendment is 
il lowed to be moved as an amendment, other members will have the right 
0 move amendments to that amendment. Mr. Stark says that the motion 
){ Mr. l^adrudduja i> he\ond the scope of the main motion — I mean the 
notion of Mr. Hendry. I am of ojiiniim that Mr. Hendry seeks to suggest 
n his motion that all Government measures sliould be supported, 
dr. Badrudduja also want^ to suppoit all Government measures with certain 
’eservations — restrictions and limitations. That is the difference, 
dr. Hendry suggests that law ami order should be maintained. Mr. Badrud- 
luja also seeks to support by his amendment that law and order should be 
nainifeiyneij. I am of opinion that Mr. Budrudduja’s amendment is within 
he scope of tli*e main .motion, i.e., the motion of Mr. Hendry. He only 
uggests the ways jiiid means for maintaining permanent peace and tran- 
[uillity. Hn tiis amendment he has, I agree, rui.sed new issues, but those 
ssues are within the scope of the main motion of Mr. Hendry. 

^ ilVith regard to the point of order raised bj' Mr. Fazlur liahman, I am 
)f opinion that Mr. Hendry’s motion is complete in itself. He suggests 
^^t«all measures already taken by Government should be supported, but 
Ran BRadur Aulad Hossain Khan suggests by his amendment that Muslims 
nd other sections who have not joined the Congress movement have not 
>een jirotected. That raises an absolutely different point of vdew. (Cries 
of “Xo, no” from the Opposition benches.) I could have admitted the 
motitfn of the Khan Bahadur as an independent motion, but by his amend- 
fhent he suggested that certain sections of the population, namely, the 

2 
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Muslims and other sections, haTe not been given adequate protection and 
so he recommends to the Government that the Muslims and other sections 
should be protected. That is not a point which was at all raisbd in the 
main motion. Therefore, this amendment is inadmissible. But I would 
have been very glad to aflow the motion of Khan Bahadur Aula^ Hossain 
Khan as a substantive motion. 

With regard to Mr. Stark’s second point, namely, that if I allow 
Mr. Badrudduja’s amendment as an independent amendment he has a right 
to move an amendment to it, of course so far as my experience goes it is the 
practice in this Legislature that amendments to amendments are allowed in 
respect of Bills only. Government proposes certain amendments to a Bill 
and members are entitled to table amendments to those amendments. 
But so far as motions or resolutions are concerned 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On this question before you give your 
ruling 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please sit down. With regard to amend- 
ments to amendments in respect of motions and resolutions I am afraid I 
cannot allow them because they are not admissible. If 1 allow this amend- 
ment to amendment I shall be creating a new precedent which I do not like 
to. In my opinion if I create that precedent it will be a bad and dangerous 
precedent. So far as the main motion and the amendment are concerned, 
I hold — I do not pretend I am infalliable and there might be an error of 
judgment — that in this case if I allow this aipendment to amendment which 
is apparently inadmissible it will be creating a bad precedent. I also 
hold 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, before you give your ruling 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Therefore, I have thought 
it necessary to disallow this motion. On the whole in my opinion the motion 
tabled by Mr. Badrudduja as an amendment is in order. He has suggested 
to substitute the main motion by a different motion altogether, bit I main- 
tain that it is an amendment to the main motion* moved by Mr. David 
Hendry. I am sorry I cannot allow an amendment to that amendment and 
with regard to Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain ’s amendment f have already 
said that in my opinion it raises a completely new issue and therefore I regret 
I have to declare it out of order. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With regard to the amendment of Kl^^n 
Bahadur Aulad Hossain I would like to submit a few words fuiifcher. 
would request you once more to revise your decision and allow that amend- 
ment. But if you are not in a position to allow that amendment I would 
request you to treat it as a separate motion. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I will consider. 
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, Mr. A. F. STARK: You have given your ruling that this amendment 
(of Mr^ BadrudJuja) is within the scope of our motion. Do you also give 
your ruling that this is a properly framed amendment P Would you please 
tell us how our motion will read if this amendment is passed? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER S You will know very soon. I have allowed 
Mr. fiadrudduja to move his amendment. Let me see how he moves. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Before you proceed further, Sir, I 
think I am entitled to put the other view before you, in a most respectful 
manner and with due respect to the Chair. I submit, Sir, that it is possible 
for the Chair, to take a view which may not be entirely correct. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I cannot hear you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQIS I wanted to suggest, Sir, that it 
is possible for the Chair to take a view which might not be entirely correct. 
Sir, an amendment is not allowed only when it negatives the original motion. 
I respectfully submit that your ruling that an amendment which raises a 
new issue should be rejected is not in accordance with Parliamentary prac- 
tice. An amendment is intended to raise a new issue. The very funda- 
mental fact 

0 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. On a point of order, Sir. Can 
the honourable member question your ruling? 

(Interruptions.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. With my leave Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi is making his submission and therefore no point of order can arise. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: What I submit to you is this. 
[Interruptiqp) I frould respectfully submit to you to reconsider your deci- 
don because an amendment is intended to raise a new issue and if that right 
shaken away from us then there is no point in putting forward amendments, 
the othejM point that I re.spectfully submit to you once more is that when 
t^e Government brings forward an amending Bill, the amendments put 
(•iVard by Government are in the nature of substantive motions and there- 
fore the House has a right to submit amendments. The view that you take 
loes not coincide with the general practice which you very rightly propose 
:o follow. I therefore again respectfully submit that Khan Bahadur Aulad 
Rossain’s amendment should not have been ruled out on grounds which 
jTou have stated. He has a right and he should be allowed to move his 
unendment. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With regard to the point that an amend- 
ment cannot raise a new issue Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 'is right when lie 
says that amendments are intended to raise new issues. Sir, if you please 
refer to rule 42 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, the rule is before me. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No Parliamentary practice outside these 
rules can be applicable — no matter whether it is a Parliamentary practice 
in the House of Commons or any other recognised institution — because the 
rules are very definite. We will be guided only by these rules. Only in the 
absence of rules we may be guided by the practice followed in the other 
Legislatures of the world. But so far as we are concerned if there is a 
definite rule we must follow that definite rule. These rules have not stated 
anywhere that an amendment cannot raise a new issue ; therefore, even if you 
hold that Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain’s statement raises a new issue you 
are not entitled to rule it out of order under these rules. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with regard to the ques- 
tion — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I have gone into this 
matter very carefully. I have also considered the point raised by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi. I am scuTy to say that I do not see any reason to re- 
consider my decision. It is clear from rule 42 ( 2 ) that an amendment may 
not be moved which has merely tlie effect of a negative vote. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In what way? 

' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I hold that it goes, beyond 
the scope of the main motion and, theretore, I have disallowed Khan Bahadur 
Aulad Hossain’s amendment. I have given my ruling and I shall have 
to close the debate i)unctually at 11 a. in. 

« 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I submit that Kiere are two t 
or three questions I would like to put beKire you. I am not questioning 
the right of the Chair to give a ruling as has been given by wou-in your 
discretion. First of all we find today circulated notices of certain amend- 
ments which were to be moved by the European group to the amendmcn^ 
that had been moved by Mr. Syed Badrudduja yesterday. Evidfeutly, Sir, 
these amendments to the amendment were accepted and that is the onh^v 
conclusion that we can come to because those amendments have beei^jCircff'^ 
lated to us. So, I most humbly submit that you have accepted the principle 
of allowing amendments to amendments. Then, Sir, I submit that during 
the short period that you have adorned the Speaker s Chair you have, by 
your impartial ruling and fair treatmi?nt to the Opposition, won the re^^pect 
"not only of the members of the Opposition and also members on the othei; ‘ 
side of the House but of the general public, and I appeal to you after 
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considering the matter to be impartial on this occasion also. I submit 
that tbe amendment of which Mr. Syed Badrudduja has given notice and 
which for the time being you have acceided, in my opinion, Sir, raises 
issues which are absolutely new, raises issues which have been agitating 
the nfinds of not only all the people of Bengal but also of the 
whole of India and the best brains of India, and you are asking 
us td consider them, to discuss those questions without any notice 
whatsoever. After our arrival here we found this motion and we are 
expected to contribute to the discussion on this important question. Apart 
from all other facts they vitally affect the interests of the Muslim 
community. You, Sir, very well know that as far as these questions are 
concerned, Muslims all over India feel most strongly that their rights and 
the question of their very existence will be affected by this resolution, no 
adequate notice for which has been given and I submit that it is only 
fair that we on this side of the House should get adequate time, adequate 
notice, to be able to place our views before the public, for whereas the 
motion of the Leader of the European group, honourable Mr. Hendry, raises 
issues with which we are all conversant, the amendment of Mr. Badrudduja 
raises issues which are absolutely new and which, as I have stated before, 
vitally affect the Muslim community and the future of the Muslims of India. 
Sir, you are asking the Legislature to express an opinion, you are asking the 
province of Bengal to express an opinion on the issues which vitally affect 
the interests of the Muslims as a whole. Now if you decide that this amend* 
ment is in order, then it is only fair and just that we slnmld be given an 
opportunity to move an amendment to it and to discuss the matter thoroughly 
by allcfw’ing us adequate time to prepare ourselves for the discussion. After 
all. Sir, we are members of this House, and we have got to make speeches 
on a very important resolution which requires consideration and thinking 
out. However thoughtful, eloquent and great a speaker may be, even the 
best speakers in England and other countries take time to prepare their 
speeches and when you have placed before us a resolution of such vital 
character for which notice was received only this morning, just when we 
arrived here, we have had no time to think out what we should say on the 
qift^tiop. AVe have been busy with the (dd resolutions and you are asking 
us to get u^ and (;()ntribute to the discussion on the new amendment at 
a moment’s notice. Apart from the question of your ruling. Sir, I submit 
that in abfolute fairness to this side of the House and to the Muslim com- 
munity who form the majority in this province, you should give us an 
io‘f)portunity to think and consider for making a proper contribution to the 
debate dn this question. I appeal to you, Sir, most strongly on this ques- 
•tfipn of vital importance. After all, (Government had received notice of 
^r. ittendry’s motion at least a week ago and if they wanted an amendment 
of this character to be put in they had ample time to do so before, but they 
havfe come forward with a short-notice amendment at a time when there 
is no time left for giving full consideration to it. We have been discussing 
this question for the last seven or ten days and at the last minute notice 
of this amendment has been given. You may ask, why was no amendment 
given beforehand? There the character of that amendment was limited 
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in certain respects to the representation that was made by the Council of 
Ministers and on what had been said by the Council of Ministers we could 
not alter our motion. Naturall;y we could not submit our amendment. 
We discussed it in our party meeting but we could not submit an adequate 
amendment on that question. Evidently, Government members folt the 
difficulty and therefore they decided that they had practically to change 
that amendment, and they have come forward with an absolutely fresh 
amendment now. I submit, therefore, as far as this question is concerned, 
it is not only a question of mere opinion of this House ; you are asking the 
Legislature, you are asking this province to express an opinion on an all- 
India question, It is, Sir, only on the question of waiving the period of 
giving notice that you come in where you have a direct responsibility. And 
it is on this point that we appeal to you for protection. Undoubtedly, Sir, 
you have in your discretion got the right to exercise the power of waiving 
the period of notice and of allowing a short-notice amendment to be moved, 
but you have got to take into consideration whether in exercising your dis- 
cretion in the matter of waiving the period of notice required, you should 
not be unfair to the members of the House. That is the primary considera- 
tion why, I submit, a notice is required for an amendment to a motion. 

It is to enable the members of the House to consider the question before- 
hand to be able to get prepared for taking part in the discussion on that 
question, and if discretion has been given to the Speaker to waive that 
very important right of notice, it can only be exercised under special circum- 
stances when you are satisfied that by waiving this notice the Opposition 
or the members of the House in general will not be unduly prejudiced and 
will not be seriously affected. It is then and then only that you can do 
so. As a rule it is alwa5\s a matter of arrangement whether on a question 
the right of notice is to be waived or not. I submit that the previous 
Speaker, Sir Azizul Haque, time and again forced the then Government 
to concede time and he would not be a party to the waiving of proper 
notice if he felt that the Opposition did not get a fair opportunity to make 
their submissions. He was very insistent that that w’as a privilege of the 
members of the House which could not be easily taken away, for it would 
be depriving them from making their proper contribution to the debate. 
Sir, I submit that in view of the entirely fresh nature of this* amendment » 
you will not exercise your discretion on this question in this manner, for 
it will be doing a grave injustice to us. 


Mfi DAVID HENDRY: Sir, may I be allowed as the movhi^ of the 
original motion to add my strong support to the very reasonable propositioiij. < 
put forward by Sir Nazimuddin? To this simple, straightforward moti(^ put 
forward by me yesterday consisting of one sentence has been sent in at short 
notice a so-called amendment, which by no stretch of imagination can be 
described as an amendment, raising highly constitutional issues, and which 
we are asked here in this House todajr to debate without any notice w!(;.at- 
soever. Sir, in your position and the high office which you hold in this , 
House I appeal to you not to impose such an injustice upon all the parties 
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iB tilis House — ^uot only ourselves, not only the Opposition, but the Govern- 
ment party as well. In no way can this so-called omnibus substitute motion 
be described as an amendment to my simple, straightforward motion. My 
► motion raises one question and one question only. It asks a straight ques- 
tion and 4t wants a straight answer. II you decide, as I hope you will, to 
allow the numerous questions raised in Mr. Badrudduja’s substantive motion 
to be di^ussed later, then I would ask you to give us adequate notice of the 
questions which are raised so that we could be prepared to debate them in 
this House, and I would also ask you in that case to let my straightforward 
motion be put to the House today. Let us have a straight answer to the 
straight question which we asked. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS After the ruling I gave Mr. Hendry ought 
not to have passed these remarks again. When Mr. Stark described it as 
''so-called amendment” I did not say anything. But even after my deci- 
sion I did not expect that a responsible member, the Leader of the European 
Group, will come forward and say it is a "so-called amendment.” 

As regards Sir Nazimuddin’s observ’ations I can only say that the circula- 
tion of a motion does not indicate that it has been admitted or decided upon, 
be(*au8e the practice of this House is that members are allowed some time 
to read the amendments or motions before they are admitted by the S])eaker 
and members are aware of this practice. 

As regards the shortness of time of this motion I can only refer to section 

of the Assembly Procedure Rules. The proviso says, "Provided that the 
•Si)eaker may, in his discretion, admit at any time any motion at shorter 
notice than that prescribed by any rule or may admit a motion without 
notice.’’ I do not find any reason for the Opposition to come forwa«d at 
this stage and say that this intere.st has been prejudiced or that interest has 
been prejudiced. This is a motion from the European Group and an 
amendment has been given from the Government side. I have decided 
already that this amendment is in order, and I hope that the House will 
not challenge the decision of the Chair. I again say that I have already 
allowed Mr. Badrudduja to move his amendment. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: One more point (d‘ order. Sir, we do not challenge 
your ruling alkali but we ask you one more question. We ask you to exercise 
your discretion to put our motion and the Opposition motion first to the 
H^uie and then the amendments. We do say this because of the circum- 
stafices in ^ich these amendments have been tabled and the very different 
itspies which they raise. We think we are entitled to have an answer on 
q/r* mojj^n first and we would refer you to rule 43(2) under which it is in 
your discretion to put the motion first and then the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will consider that, but, as you have said, 
it is entirely in the discretion of the Qhair. Mr. Badrudduja. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. On this point I will cnot 
allow any further discussion and I hope you will not challenge the decision 
which I gave. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, I do not. With great 

respect, the respect which I entertain for the Chair, I do not challenge the 
decision on this point. What I do request you. Sir, is to reconsider the 
second portion of your decision 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. It is not a point of order. Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman raised this issue and I will consider whether I will allow Khan 
Bahadur Aulad Hosain’s amendment as a substantive motion. 

Mr. H, S. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not mean that. You have given an 
expression of opinion regarding an amendment to an amendment not being 
allowed in this House because it would create a precedent. Now, Sir, I 
would request you to reconsider it in view of the procedure which is j>doi)ted 
in Parliament, and as you always can and may and do refer to May’s 
Parliamentary Practice I am taking the liberty of referring to May's 
Parliamentary Practice for your consideration 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr. Suhrawardy, that has been referred to 
me by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. I do not know what }ou are going 
to point out, hut you know’ very well that we are not always guided by the 
Parliamentary practice. We have our ow’n practice and w’e have our ( wn 
conventions. Therefore it is no use making any reference to May^s Parlia- 
mentary Practice or to any other rule or practice in vogue in the British 
HouTe of Commons. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We may not follow May’s Parliamentary 
Practice where it conflicts w’ith our rules but w'here May’s Parliamentary 
Practice is in conformity with equity and good conscience and justice to 
all parties I most respectfully request you, Sir, to follow’ May’s i’arlia- 
montary Practice and permit me to place it before the House^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhraw’ardy, phase sit^ dowm. It is 
already too late. I have given a clear decision 

(At this stage there was an uproar from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: You cannot stifle a discussion. 

C 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Suhrawardy, I am on my le^. 
know’ Parliamentary practice and you should not rise. If you obstruct the 
proceedings of this House, two courses are left to me — either I w’ill have 
to continue it in spite of the obstruction that you intend to make or I will 
have to ' 


Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: Do it. 
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• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Or I will have to adjoiirn the Imsiness of 
the Hk)use now. I appeal to the Leader of the Opposition to allow me to 
to go on with the proceedings of the House peacefully and I hope that public 
business should not be obstructed in any way. and I appeal to the members 
of all^sections to allow me to proceed peacefully if you want a decision of 
the House. If you do not want a decision of the House I have nothing 
to do with it. If you want a decision of the House on this important 
motion, then I appeal to you once again to allow me to go on with the 
business peacefully. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, you have appealed to us. We 
respectfully and most humbly appeal to you not to stifle discussions and not 
to stop us. We have no desire to obstruct the proceedings of the House 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I will give you every op})ortunity to dis- 
cuss this matter. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You have pronounced here that you wish 
to close the debate at 11 o’clock on an important motion moved by Mr. David 
Hendry and by us and on an amendment like this you have given your 
ruling 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: (Rose to speak ) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. On a point of privilege. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Khan Bahadur, you should have that 
courtesy at least that when I rise you should not rise. 

Mr. Suhrawardy, I can assure you that I will allow a full-dress debate 
on this subject and it necessary I will extend the time. 

Mr, 8YED BADRUDDUJA: (Rose to speak.; 

•Mr.^H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In that case I would request you, Sir, to 
give us at least halt-an-hour’s time so that we can go to our i)arty meeting 
and consider this amendment which has been so graciously allowed by you, 
consider afl. the pros and cons of it and be ready with our jwint of view. 
It is impossible for us, Sir, on the floor of this House to consider all the 

Acts of this amendment and come to our decision. 

• •• 

dr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; I will consider that. Let Mr. Budrmlduja 
'biov^his amendment. 

(Loud cries of “no”, “no” and uproar from Opposition Benches.) 

(iMr. Deputy Speaker called upon Mr. Badrudduja to move his motion.) 

• Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; On a point of order. Sir. Rule 91 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules says that if a copy <»f such 
amendment has not been sent to the Secretary 
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Mr. SYEO BAORUDDUJA: Sir I beg 

Mr. FAZLUR RAGMAN: May I be allowed to continue? If I cannot 
make out a point of order, then Sir, you will rule me out of order. What 
I was going to say is this; I would refer to rule 95 relating to Special 
motions. Special motions are regulated by rules of this chapter. This 
chapter is headed “Resolutions’^ which contain “special notion” under' rule 
95. Therefore this is to be guided by section 91 and not by the section that 
you have referred to earlier. Sir, section 91(7) runs thus : “If a copy of 
such amendment has not been sent to the Secretary five days before the day 
fixed for the discussion of the resolution, any member r »ay object to the 
moving of the amendment, and such objection shall prevail, unless the 
Speaker in exercise of his power to suspend this rule allows the amendment 
to be moved”. Therefore, Sir, my objection shall prevail, because when 
you allowed Mr. Badrudduja to move his amendment, you did not say that 
you suspended the rule. Now at this stage you are not entitled to do that, 
because I have already taken objection and the mandatory statement of this 
rule is that “such objection shall prevail”. I submit that my objection 
shall prevail. 

Another point which I would like to mention is that if you disagree with 
me and say that even now you can suspend the rule, then I would submit 
that in view of the importance of the resolution you should not take away 
our valued right in exercise of your special powers. If vou say that you 
are entitled to exercise that right 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You have not read iFie last 
sentence. It is very clear and runs thus : “such objection shall prevail 
unless the Speaker in exercise of his power to suspend this rule allows tlie 
amendment to be moved”. When I allowed this short-notice motion, it 
implied that I exercised my special power. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker then called upon Mr. Badrudduja to move his 
motion.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg to move 

(At this stage there was a loud and continued uproar and*^tabltj thumping 
by members of the Opposition. Mr. Badrudduja continued to read his motion 
but it was not at all audible from the reporters’ table.) ^ 

(Many Opposition members rose in their seats.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You are obstructing;^ the 
proceedings of the House. If you go on in this way obstructing the 
business of the House — I am sorry that the Leader of the Opposition is 
sitting silent though I have appealed to him times without number — if you 
continue in this way, it will be my painful duty to take extreme measures. 


Mr. YUSUF ALl CHOUDHURY: You can do it. 
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DEPUTY SPEAKERS Mr. Choudhury, your conduct is highly 
disorder^. I ask you to withdraw from the House. 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: No, no. I won’t withdraw. 

(Mr.^H. S. Suhrawardy and several other members of the Opposition 
rose to speak and there was again a loud uproar and table thumping.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, your conduct is also dis- 
orderly. Please withdraw from the House. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : Sir, I would like to know from you how the 
conduct of an honourable member becomes disorderly when he stands up 
and says that he has risen on a point of order. I want your ruling, Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 


Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I have not finished. (Uproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is highly derogatory to the House. 
You are lowering the dignity of this House. (Uproar.) I have already 
asked Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury and Mr. Suhrawardy to withdraw from the 
House 


Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: No, no. I won’t withdraw. 
(Renej^'ed uproar and cries of “Do what you can” from the Opposition 
nenibers.) 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. I refer the matter to the 
Privilege Committee. 

(Mr, Deputy Speaker again asked Mr. Syed Badruddujo to proceed and 
Mr. Badrudduja began to sjieak, although not a word of what he said was 
ludible at the Reporters’ table owing to tlie uproar and continuous table 
ttunJ^ing^ which immediately followed.) 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. In your state- 
ment you definitely appealed to the I^eader of the Opposition for certain 
iings and yoii passed very unfortunate remarks, so far as the whole party 
is concerned. Then without giving an opportunity to the Leader of the 
G!J)f)osition*<to make his submission, you most unfairly asked 


^ • (In^rruptions . ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; 


lielp nie in maintaining order, 
[tearing. 


I appeal to the Leader of the Opposition to 
Even now I am prepared to give him a 


• Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You have appealed to me, Sir. But before 
that I appealed to you and placed the point of view of our party and I spoke 
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not only on behalf of my party but the entire Muslim community. (Cr,ies 
of “Oh, oh” from the Coalition Benches.) I know, Sir, that non^Muslim 
members on the Government side may question this but as far as this ques- 
tion is concerned I am certain that there is not a single Muslim member who 
believes in Lailaha Illallahu Muhammadur Rasul-Allah (intemiptidns) 


Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order I appeal to you once again to 
help me in restoring order. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: who does not realise that as far as 

this amendment of Mr. Badrudduza is concerned it vitally affects the Muslim 
community of Bengal. (Cries of “Oh, oh” from the Coalition Benches.) I 
ask honourable members sitting opposite — I do not mean Mr. Zaman — I ask 
Muslim members sitting opposite whether they do not realise that this 
amendment vitally affects the Muslim community. I place this before you 
for justice and I appeal to you to do justice; Mr. David Hendry, the leader 
of the European Group has appealed to you and our members have tried to 
put before you the Parliamentary practice and procedure. We feel Sir, 
that as far as this question is concerned we have not been able to attract 
your attention to the point of view that we have placed before you. As you 
know, Sir, I am trying to be as careful in my language as 1 can. I realise 
the great position that you occupy . 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am sorry to interrupt you. Please tell me 
what steps I have to take. You know I asked Mr. Yusuf Ali Chaudhuri to 
leave the House and I suspended him from the service of the Houj?e for the 
remainder of the day. He has not carried out my order. You have seen 
that. I w’ant to hear from you what protection you can possibly give. You 
say that I have not carefully considered your view point. That is a past 
matter. I have said that after careful consideration I have disallowed the 
amendment. You may feel that I am wrong. I also say that I am not 
infallible. In spite of that the attitude of the members of your party is 
highly derogatory to the traditions and dignity of the House. Therefore I 
appeal to you to see that order is restored in the House so that normaj. busi- 
ness may be carried on properly in a Parliamentary spirit. TMs is the appeah 
T am making to you. I want to hear from you what help^ you can render to 
this House — not to the Chair — so that we may go on with the* normal busi- 
ness of the House. 

( 

' s . / 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I may mention that there are previous 

precedents where men like Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy and Dr. Nalinaksha 

refused to obey the ruling of the Chair. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you want to follow it? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I feel Sir, that when there is a conffict, 
between one’s duty to one’s community and one’s province and the prestige 
of the House 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just half a minute. Mr. Suhrawnrdy re- 
<juested that the House might be adjourned for half an hour to place this 
matter Before a Party meeting. I said that I would allow that ojipnrtunity. 
I only wanted the amendment to be moved first. After that I said I would 
consideji the proposal submitted by Mr. Suhrawardy. Even then this scene 
has been created by the members of the Opposition. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: For this reason. We wanted half 
an hour to discuss the amendment before it was moved. It was such a clear 
point. Do you let us feel that in trying to conduct the proceedings of the 
House in a proper manner you will crush us}^ 

(Interruptions.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. You must understand our point. 
We want half an hour’s adjournment before the amendment is moved and 
not after that. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 now call upon Mr. Syed Badrudduja to 
move his amendment. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA. Sir, I beg to move (The Opposition mem- 
bers began thumping their tables) by way of amendment that the following 
be substituted in place of Mr. David Hendry’s motion ; — 

That this Assembly, being of the opinion that the disturbances that have 
taken place in various jiarts of the province since the arrest of the (’ongress 
leaders on August 9 are calculated to retard the welfare of the province and 
weaken its strength and resources to fight the imjiemling menace of foreign 
invasion, extends its full sujiport to Oovernment in its efforts to restore 
•rdA^n^ tranquillity. This Assembly i.s further of opinion that in carrying 
out the policy*ot (iovtirnment in this respect, Government should investigate 
cases of all alleftations of excesses in the past and also ensure that no 
excesses are*(X)minitted in future by tho.se responsible for giving effect to 
Government policy and that innocent persons do not suffer any injury or 
l|afd ship. This Assembly fuither apjjeals to the iieople of Bengal to help 
GBvernme^t in maintaining peace and order. Further this Assembly gives 
ferjJfes^on to its sense of deep anxiety at the present state of affairs in the 
tount^ and its firm belief that the ileadlock should be immediately ended 
aniFthat full power be transferred to Indian hands in a manner satisfactory 
k) air sections of the people of India so that the cause of Indian defence 
may be vitally strengthened with the willing and active co-ojieration of the 
peopie.” 

* 

(Thumping and .shouting continued all the time.) 
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Mr« DEPUTY EPEAKERS The question before the House is 


(Some of the Opposition members rushed to the Chair and thefe was a 
great uproar.) 

(After the members had resumed their seats.) 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In view of the grave disorder in the- House 
I feel it necessary to consider the matter once again and I appeal to the 
Leader of the Opposition to consider this matter in the proper spirit. Is it 
fair for the members of the Opposition to rush to the Chair in which they 
didP Is that Parliamentary? 


Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: To beg of you. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no begging at all. I appeal once 
again to the lieader of the Opposition to review the whole situation in view 
of the conduct of the members of his party. It is really regrettable that 
members can go so far as to rush to the Chair to prevent him from doing 
his duty. It is really deplorable. This shows how the Parliamentary sense 
has developed amongst certain memliers of the Legislature in our province. 
I am sorry to adjourn the House for 10 minutes. 

(The House was then adjourned.) 


(After adjournment.) 

(The House reassembled at 11-17 a.m. after adjournment.) 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Clear the galleries. 

(At this stage the galleries, except those meant for the Press and the 
Members of the Council, were cleared.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, the galleries have not been fully 
cleared according to the constitutional law. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As regards the members of tl\e Council anS^ 
the representatives of the Press I have allowed theiii to remain. That is 
my decision. 


Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of privilege. Sir. We have Ijeen 
submitting to you that the amendment which has been tabled by^Mr. Sy/fd 
Badrudduja is of far-reaching importance and bristles with implications, 
and therefore it will not be fair to expect the members of this sidd of^&l,e 
House to do justice to it. In the first instance there was a technicar 
objection on the ground that the amendment was not admissible, and 
secondly, we urged that we should be given an opportunity to put in oifr . 
amendments to the amendment of Mr. Badrudduja because it bristles with 
important issues. Therefore, Sir, it* is a question on which we should be i 
git^ time to think out before putting in oiir amendments and taking pari 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


187 


in2.] 

in the debate. Sir, the points raised in Mr. Badrudduja’s motion are of i 
Such vital importance not only to the people of this province but to the 
peopli of the whole of India, and here the Muslims are so deeply interested 
that the Muslim members of this House must have a full opportunity jfco 
consi(ipr this question. Therefore, Sir, I beg of you not to take up this 
discussion at this stage, but in the first place to allow us to put in our 
amendments and to prepare ourselves to make a proper contribution to the 
debate on this motion. We again most respectfully request you to consider 
our point of view. Sir, it is a matter about which we feel very deeply. 
We think we will be failing in our duty to our constituency and to our 
electorate if we do not take the full opportunity to prevent a motion like this 
to be put before the House without proper notice and without having had 
an opportunity to explain, not only to our members but specially to the 
Muslim members on the side of the Government, all the implications of 
this motion. We feel that we owe it to our constituency that we must do 
everything possible to have full opportunity to consider this motion of 
Mr. Badruddiija. Therefore, I beg most respectfully to request you not to 
carry on the debate today but allow’ us to put in our amendments and give 
us and the w'hole House a proper opportunity to think over this (piestion 
to do full justice to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I am sorry, not more than four days have 
been allotted by Government for debate on these motions today being the 
last day, and so it is onlyi fair that I should close the debate today. But 
if you proceed in a calm atmosphere I will allow you the fullest opportunity 
to hav^ a full dress debate today on this subject. I ho])e Sir Nazimuddin 
w’ill now speak on the amendment. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I cannot si)eak on the amendment 
now. 

Mr, K. 8HAHABUD0IN: May 1 remind you. Sir, that you gave us a 
definite assurance that if the business before the House is not disposed of, 
yof^wq^ld carry on with it. It is Government business that is before the 
House todaj^, and if jthis business is not completed you have got the authority 
to adjourn the ^ouse till tomorrow w’hen the unfinished business of today 
will be talen up. Government may refuse that, but to do justice to the 
Opposition you should give them due and proper opportunity for discussion, 
J8r we hope that you have realised the force of our contention. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Shahabuddin, you have submitted all 
youypoints but my difficulty is that no more days having already been 
affotted for further discussion on this subject, I am asolutely helpless until 
► the *Home Department communicate to me their decision to continue the 
debate. It is only fair therefore that I will try to close the debate today— ^ 
tA# this stage there was again a loud noise from the Opposition benche#*) 
Sir Nazimuddin, I want to know’ from you whether you will be helping me 
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in conducting the business of the House in a normal way. I have already 
had a bitter experience today and 1 want te know’ from you whether yoti 
will help me in conducting the business peacefully. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have no desire to 
discuss the amendment moved by Mr. Syed Badrudduja. We had had no 
time to go through this amendment before this morning when on cipning 
into the House w’e found it placed on our table. The only question that 
I should like you now’ to answ’er is w’hether if you have considered the 
amendment as having been moved, we hope that in view of the circumstances 
which have arisen that you will put the motion w^e have tabled first and 
the amendment afterwards. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The amendment has been moved and as 
regards your request to put your motion first to the House .1 will see to 
that at the end of the debate when I will consider w^hether I will put 
Mr. Badrudduja’s amendment first or your motion first. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: May w’e know, Sir, it Mr. Badrudduja's amendment 
is to be treated as moved. We have not heard it. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: May I submit, Sir, that I have moved my 

amendment . (At this stage when Mr. Badiudduja w’as continuing his 

speech there were cries of “nobody heard it” and uproars and inteiruptions 
from the Opposition benches in which the honourable mem))er’s voice was 
drowned.) 

Mr. ABUL HASHIM: On a ])oint of explanation, Sir. You liave l)een 
pleased to remark that the conduct of some of the members of the Oj)position 
has been derogatory to parliamentary etiquette. I want to know from you 
whether we have a right to defend our just rights in the way we think fit 
and proper. If W’e find that not only ours but the rights of the whole 
Muslim community are being trampled by a deep-laid conspiracy . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Syed Badrudduja^ 

(When Mr. Badrudduja was on his legs and was delivering a speech there 
was a tremendous noise from the Opposition benches in wRich the voice of 
the honourable member was completely drowned and in its midst the House 
w'as adjourned, sine die by Mr. Deputy Speaker at 11-35 a.m.) 
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